
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2020 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 26, Session 2 
 
 
Introduction: Provide an example of a bad interview.  
 
Before getting into this session, invite a few volunteers to share about a time when 
they were interviewed for a job, college entrance, or some other notable 
opportunity in which the interview went badly. (Be the first one to share if you 
have a similar story.) 
 
Say something like the following: “In today’s passage, Jesus was questioned 
harshly by some religious leaders of the day. He handled them flawlessly. But to 
consider what the opposite might look like, consider the following video, an 
interview with NFL player Marshawn Lynch.” Here is a link to the video (3 
minutes, 4 seconds): https://youtu.be/0fXQ8JyxGC8 
 
[Note: Marshawn Lynch is notoriously shy in these situations and has been fined 
many thousands of dollars for refusing to do media interviews. This is an example 
of how he avoided the fines but didn’t suffer too many questions.] 
 
 
Point 1: Challenge with riddles.  
 
After looking at Mark 12:19-27 as a group, say something like the following: 
“These Sadducees were asking Jesus some difficult questions. Let’s take quick 
break and see if you can answer a few simple riddles.” 
 
Read aloud some of your favorite riddles from the following website:  
https://www.rd.com/list/easy-riddles/ 
 
Put the following into your own words: “There’s a good chance that no group of 
Sadducees will ever give you the third degree, and maybe answering questions 
about the faith are more challenging than the riddles we just discussed. But are you 
able to answer basic questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Bible, and the 
church?” Then ask your group members a few of the following questions from this 
LifeWay Kids resource, “Big Picture Questions & Answers for Kids”: 
https://www.gospelproject.com/wp-content/uploads/tgp2018/2018/04/BPQA-
Poster-Kids.pdf 
 



Point 2: Emphasize the unmerited nature of God’s love.  
 
After reading Mark 12:28-34 together, focus on the following sentence in the first 
paragraph of the DDG (p. 59; see Leader Guide p. 70): “It was a popular belief that 
if one obeyed the law perfectly, one could earn God’s love.” 
 
Then state something like the following: “We might shake our heads at such a 
notion, but deep down don’t we believe this today as well? At what time or in what 
instance have you attempted to earn God’s love?’ 
 
Read some or all from the following article, “You Don’t Have to Earn God’s 
Love,” encouraging group members to see our good works as a result of our 
salvation, not as the source of our access to salvation: 
https://lovegodgreatly.com/dont-earn-gods-love/ 
 
 
Conclusion: Consider the source of our authority.  
 
Invite a volunteer to read Titus 2:15 aloud. Then raise the following question for 
discussion: “What gives us spiritual authority?”  
 
Encourage group members to find confidence in their derived authority by basing 
their faith in the word of God. From the article “The Authority of the Bible,” read 
some or all of the section about the authority of the Bible specifically: 
https://bible.org/seriespage/1-authority-bible 
 
As a group, commit to memorizing, studying, praying, and meditating on God’s 
Word.  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Remind group members that today’s passage is not an excuse to argue with people 
inside or outside the church. Instead, it’s a reminder for all of us to keep our focus 
on the things of God and not get sidetracked by the arguments that pull others 
away from Him. Questions like those the Sadducees and scribes brought to Jesus in 
this passage typically indicate a deeper motivation for why someone is resistant to 
Jesus’ identity as Messiah. We should, like Jesus, try to perceive these motivations 
in hopes of responding to questions and objections with wisdom rather than 
seeking out confrontation and debate.  



 


