
 
 

The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2020 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 25, Session 4 
 
 
Introduction: Refer to a famous movie.  
 
The 1975 blockbuster movie Jaws showed us that it’s not safe to be in the water. In 
this scene, a victim’s mother blames Chief Brody for her son’s death. Show this 
scene to your group and talk about the powerlessness that the mother, the chief, 
and everyone else in the town had over death (3 minutes, 8 seconds): 
https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/jaws/my-boy-is-dead 
 
In this passage, we’ll see that Jesus, as a man, is grieved over the death of his 
friend Lazarus. But, unlike an ordinary man, or the characters in Jaws, Jesus holds 
authority over death as demonstrated in the resurrection of Lazarus that would 
ultimately be realized in His own resurrection where He defeated death. 
 
 
Point 1: Provoke thought with a quote.  
 
Read the following quote from Tim Keller about the resurrection of Jesus: 
 

“If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have to accept all he said; if he didn't 
rise from the dead, then why worry about any of what he said? The issue on 
which everything hangs is not whether or not you like his teaching but 
whether or not he rose from the dead.”  

 
Instruct the larger group to break up into smaller groups of 3-5 and ask them to talk 
about the following questions: 
 

• How would your life change if Jesus never rose from the dead? 
• How should we look at the ministry and teaching of Jesus apart from the 

resurrection? 
• Would you have hope if there was no resurrection? Why or why not?  

 
[Source: Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism 
(New York: Riverhead Books, 2008), 210.] 
 
 



 
 

Point 2: Highlight the common abnormality of death.  
 
For funerals today we have an elaborate process of preparing not only the family 
but also the deceased. We’ve dedicated entire careers for people to help the 
transition the bodies of our loved ones who have passed away. You can reference 
this website from a mortuary college to help understand the process: 
https://www.fmc.edu/careers/what-does-funeral-director-do 
 
But no matter the skill of the mortician, we have an innate knowledge that we’re 
not experiencing something normal. Talk about the nature of death, and how it was 
not part of God’s creative plan (Gen. 1–2) but came about as a result of the curse 
(Gen. 3; Rom. 5:12-17). This is what Jesus was mourning. He was weeping over 
the curse, but more specifically He wept over the death of His good friend. 
 
Say something like the following: “The fact that Jesus mourns over Lazarus’ death 
reinforces that He is the man of sorrows, and the Son of Man who will identify 
with us in our suffering on the cross in order to vanquish death.” 
 
 
Point 3: Reflect on Jesus’ undoing of death.  
 
Jesus with His words calls Lazarus out from the grave, and those at the tomb 
would have seen their dead friend walk again. But where did that power come 
from? It wasn’t because of medicine or healing techniques. Jesus, earlier in the 
chapter, laid out His unique qualifications and ability to undo the curse of death. 
Ask a volunteer to read John 11:25-26, and then focus on what it means for Jesus 
to be “the resurrection and the life.” 
 
With a white board (or something similar), lead a brainstorming session of all the 
things that are true about the resurrection of Lazarus, the later resurrection of 
Christ, and our future resurrection because of Jesus undoing the curse of death. 
 
Note: If you need to prime the discussion, you could start by saying things like 
“Funerals aren’t goodbye; they’re a ‘see you later’,” “Sadness will someday be 
replaced with joy,” or “Sin won’t get the last word.” 
 
[Reference: Jon Bloom, “Jesus Came to Reverse the Curse,” Desiring God, May 3, 
2013, https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/jesus-came-to-reverse-the-curse.] 
 
 



 
 

 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
How you set up the room will largely determine the flow of the session. If all the 
chairs are in rows facing a lectern, you’ll likely end up with passive listeners. If the 
chairs are arranged in an oval or a circle, you’ll likely have more discussion and 
facilitate more as an instructor. Setting up the room for effectively engaging adults 
means making the effort to position people so they are able to talk with one 
another. Consider going without tables so that your group has an informal feel to it 
as well. 


