
 

The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2020 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 25, Session 2 
 
 
Introduction: Engage in an icebreaker activity.  
 
This week’s session is all about the lost coming back home. As an icebreaker to 
talk about the joy of coming home, ask the class to share if they ever had a time as 
a child where they got separated from their parents at an amusement park, 
shopping center, or somewhere else. Ask how it felt knowing they weren’t with 
their parents, and what it was like to be reunited with them. 
 
[Note: Be prepared to tell a story similar if you have one and no one is willing to 
speak up.] 
 
 
Point 1: Illustrate with contemporary culture.  
 
The Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Bureau came up with the slogan in 2003 
“What happens here, stays here.” The point behind it was to show that Vegas is the 
place adults can go and indulge in personal freedom and whatever they do there 
doesn’t matter when they leave the city. In a city known for casinos, showgirls, and 
decadence, it’s the perfect picture of the prodigal life.  
 
In the story of the prodigal son, the scene looks very much like a trip to Las Vegas. 
Discuss the story of the prodigal son as if it were happening today, and then ask the 
following questions:  
 

• How does the Las Vegas slogan fit the story?  
• What do you think would have happened if the story was today? 

 
[Source: https://theweek.com/articles/459434/brief-history-what-happens-vegas-
stays-vegas] 
 
 
Point 2: Use a movie scene to stimulate discussion.  
 
In the 2012 movie Les Miserables, the character Valjean is caught with a bishop’s 
stolen silver, which Valjean had stolen from him despite the kindness the bishop 



 

had shown to him by giving him shelter and food. In an incredible display of grace 
and goodness, the bishop has Valjean released.  
 
Show the following clip from WingClips (3 minutes, 30 seconds): 
https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/les-miserables-2012/release-him 
 
Then ask these questions:  
 

• How is the bishop like the prodigal’s father in the parable? 
• Why is the bishop’s kindness a turning point in the story of Les Miserables? 
• When have you been shown undeserved goodness in your life? 

 
 
Point 3: Highlight and apply an Essential Doctrine.  
 
In the Leader Guide on page 24, read the Essential Doctrine “God Is Gracious.” 
Emphasize the word “unmerited.” On a whiteboard (or something similar), write 
down all the things the younger son did that deserved condemnation rather than 
grace. In other words, take the side of the older brother and think of all the ways 
that the younger son shouldn’t have been welcomed back.  
 
Put the following into your own words: “Yet the prodigal’s father forgave him and 
welcomed him home. How many things could we put on the board for each of us to 
not deserve our Father’s grace and yet He forgave us?” 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week  
 
This passage and its content deal with issues that could be potentially sensitive for 
members of the group. Some of them could be dealing with “prodigal children” or 
have family members or friends who have walked away from the Christian faith. 
As you’re preparing to teach, for those you know who are dealing with these 
issues, lift them up in prayer asking for these broken relationships to be restored. 
As you’re teaching and guiding the discussion, be gracious, compassionate, and 
self-aware. 
 


