
   

The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2020 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 25, Session 1 
 
 
Introduction: Contrast parables with Aesop’s Fables. 
 
The Library of Congress has assembled a digital collection of Aesop’s Fables: 
http://www.read.gov/aesop/001.html  
 
Take time to familiarize yourself with some of them, like the familiar The Lion & 
the Mouse, The Tortoise & Hare, The Ant & the Grasshopper, and The Goose & 
the Golden Egg. Then say something like the following:  
 

Aesop’s Fables are popular stories we tell our children, but none of us 
assume that Aesop was basing his stories off of real, living, talking animals. 
They were stories designed to teach a moral point. In a similar way, Jesus 
used parables as teaching points, not to tell us that slow and steady wins the 
race. Rather, Jesus used the parables to show what the kingdom of God was 
like. The content of Jesus’ parables would hold some type of cultural 
familiarity to His audience, and they would have typically understood the 
imagery He was using in telling the parable. 

 
 
Point 1: Use visuals to accent the point. 
 
In Google (or another reliable search engine), look up an image of the four types of 
soil used in this parable. A number of options will be available to either print out or 
show on a laptop or tablet. After showing the visual, ask these questions to your 
class about the various responses to the gospel: 
 

• How have you seen the four types of soil in your life, especially as you’ve 
shared the gospel with friends, neighbors, and coworkers? 

• What ways can we “prepare the soil” to help people be more receptive to the 
gospel? 

• What are the ways we see our responsibility and action, and God’s role and 
action, in the gospel message being shared and received? 

 
 



   

Point 2: Tell a historical story of faith.  
 
George Muller left an incredible legacy, but he was a man with a mustard seed-
sized faith that God would be faithful and good to provide for the care of more 
than 10,000 orphans in his lifetime. Show the group a video about Muller’s life (3 
minutes, 26 seconds): https://youtu.be/pb4UHHmA6VU 
 
After watching the video, allow a few minutes for the group to discuss the ways 
that Muller’s faith was like a mustard seed and how his faith was used by God to 
make a difference in his time and beyond. 
 
 
Point 3: Connect with everyday examples.  
 
Psychology Today talks about five factors behind impulse shopping: 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/consumer-behavior/201303/five-
reasons-we-impulse-buy 
 
Impulse shopping is what happens when we’re going through the checkout line and 
see the small items we think we must have before leaving the store. Ask the group 
if anyone of them is willing to share about their impulse purchases.  
 
One of the reasons we make impulse buys is loss aversion. It’s not so much that we 
buy things we need; it’s that we buy things we would perhaps regret not buying 
later. In other words, it’s something we don’t need but think we might want later. 
So, in our thinking, we decide to go ahead and buy it now because it’s there and 
it’s available. 
 
What Jesus is talking about here is the complete opposite of loss aversion. Guide 
some discussion among your class with these questions: 
 

• The two key words are have and give. What’s the difference between “I 
must have this” and “I must give this”? 

• How do we see loss aversion and impulsivity in our spiritual lives? 
• Why does Jesus talk about giving up everything as a picture of the Christian 

life? 
 



   

Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
With a lot of discussion, it can be even more helpful to consider breaking up a 
large group of people into smaller groups to facilitate deeper discussion. Consider 
rearranging the meeting room with chairs in a circle or by putting out round tables. 
 
As an additional help, you could connect with leaders or faithful attenders of the 
group meetings ahead of time to see if they would be willing to be discussion 
facilitators at the tables. This step can help to make visitors feel welcome and 
involved, guide discussions by having leaders who are familiar with the questions 
ahead of time, and assist in connecting key points with the session. 


