**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.**

Unit 25, Session 1: Kingdom Parables

TWEETS
While we wait for Jesus to return and fully set up His kingdom, we carry out the mission of telling others about King Jesus, who rescues sinners. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 167 Characters)

The kingdom of God is growing in the world. This kingdom is valuable and worth giving everything for. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 123 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
The kingdom of God is growing in the world. This kingdom is valuable and worth giving everything for. While we wait for Jesus to return and fully set up His kingdom, we carry out the mission of telling others about King Jesus, who rescues sinners. 

E-MAIL
Unit 25, Session 1: Kingdom Parables

Dear Parents,

The Gospels record dozens of Jesus’ parables. A parable is a simple story Jesus told to help people understand the kingdom of God. Each parable taught a lesson and revealed deep and often mysterious truths about God’s kingdom for those who would understand. (See Matt. 13:10-15.)

In Matthew 13:31-33, Jesus tells two stories about the kingdom of God. In the first, He compares God’s kingdom to a mustard seed. In those days, the mustard seed was the smallest seed planted in the region. Despite its size, the seed yielded a tall, tree-like bush with branches for birds to nest in. Jesus was teaching that although God’s kingdom started out small—with Jesus and a few disciples—it grows and spreads. We still witness this growth today.

Then Jesus compares God’s kingdom to leaven, or yeast, that is mixed into flour. In time, yeast causes a dense ball of dough to grow and rise. God’s kingdom grows in a similar way, moving throughout the world and changing lives.

Then, in the parables of the hidden treasure and the priceless pearl, Jesus taught about the value of God’s kingdom. A man came across a treasure buried in a field and sold all he had to buy the field. A merchant, finding a priceless pearl, sold all he had to buy it. Jesus taught that the kingdom of heaven is so valuable, we would be wise to give up everything in order to have it. Jesus emphasized this truth in His encounter with the rich young ruler. (See Matt. 19:16-22.)

As you talk with your kids, help them begin to grasp the truth about God’s kingdom. The kingdom of God is growing in the world. This kingdom is valuable and worth giving everything for. While we wait for Jesus to return and fully set up His kingdom, we carry out the mission of telling others about King Jesus, who rescues sinners.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
Jesus told people what God’s kingdom is like.

	God’s kingdom is worth giving everything for.
	Everyone who trusts in Jesus is part of God’s kingdom.
	Jesus grows His kingdom when we trust in Him.
	Jesus is our King.
	Preschool
Jesus taught about God’s kingdom. 
	How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over all He made.
	Kids
God’s growing kingdom is more valuable than anything. 
	How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over His creation according to His perfect plan.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Colossians 1:13-14 (PS: Colossians 1:13)

NEXT WEEK 

	“The Three Parables” (Luke 15)



Unit 25, Session 2: The Three Parables

TWEETS
God sent Jesus so sinners can be forgiven. As Savior, Jesus seeks sinners. He paid the ultimate price—His own life—to save people from sin. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 161 Characters)

The religious leaders complained that Jesus welcomed sinners. Jesus told parables to teach about God’s forgiveness. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 137 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
The religious leaders complained that Jesus welcomed sinners. Jesus told these parables to teach about God’s forgiveness. God sent Jesus so sinners can be forgiven. As Savior, Jesus seeks sinners. He paid the ultimate price—His own life—to save people from sin.

E-MAIL
Unit 25, Session 2: The Three Parables

Dear Parents,

In Luke 19, Jesus went after Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector. Zacchaeus was not well liked, but his interaction with Jesus led him to repent of his wrongdoing. Jesus said to him, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).

Who is “the lost”? What does it mean to be lost? In Luke 15, Jesus told three parables to the crowd of tax collectors, sinners, Pharisees, and scribes. Jesus’ teaching brought gospel truth to the tax collectors and sinners—those whose unrighteousness separated them from God—and to the Pharisees and scribes—those whose relied on their own righteous efforts for salvation.

The first two parables are similar. In one, a man loses a sheep. He leaves his flock to find the missing sheep, and he rejoices when it is found. In the second, a woman loses a silver coin. The woman carefully searches until she finds it. Then she calls her neighbors and friends to celebrate with her. Heaven rejoices when even one sinner repents. Finally, Jesus told a parable about two sons. The younger son asked for his inheritance, wasted his money on immoral living, and decided to return to his father. Rather than rejecting his wayward son, the father embraced him. The older son, who had always been obedient to his father, reacted with anger.

As you read Luke 15, think about the crowd Jesus was speaking to. The focus is often placed on the younger son—the one with whom the tax collectors and sinners could identify—but Jesus also made a point about the older son. The older son was like the Pharisees and scribes, focused on his own morality and feeling entitled to his father’s favor.

The religious leaders complained that Jesus welcomed sinners. Jesus told these parables to teach about God’s forgiveness. God sent Jesus so sinners can be forgiven. As Savior, Jesus seeks sinners. He paid the ultimate price—His own life—to save people from sin

Jesus taught what God is like. He seeks sinners who have wandered far from Him, and He seeks sinners who try to earn salvation by their good works. As you talk with your kids, help them understand that being lost means not knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior. God loves us, and He actively seeks to bring sinners to Himself.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
Jesus told a story about God’s love.

	The father was happy when his son came home.
	God is happy when sinners trust Jesus.
	Jesus gave His life to save people from sin.
	Jesus is our King.
	Preschool
Jesus came to save people who do not know Him. 
	How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over all He made.
	Kids
Jesus came to seek and save the lost. 
	How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over His creation according to His perfect plan.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Colossians 1:13-14 (PS: Colossians 1:13)

NEXT WEEK 

	“Jesus’ Hard Teachings” (John 6)



Unit 25, Session 3: Jesus’ Hard Teachings

TWEETS
When Jesus talked about His flesh and blood, He was talking about His death and resurrection. When we trust in Jesus, He gives us the gift of eternal life. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 177 Characters)

Jesus wanted to do more than fill people’s stomachs; He wanted to give them true life. Jesus’ teachings were hard to understand. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 150 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Jesus wanted to do more than fill people’s stomachs; He wanted to give them true life. Jesus’ teachings were hard to understand. When Jesus talked about His flesh and blood, He was talking about His death and resurrection. When we trust in Jesus, He gives us the gift of eternal life.

E-MAIL
Unit 25, Session 3: Jesus’ Hard Teachings

Dear Parents,

On the heels of His miraculous feeding of the five thousand, Jesus encountered crowds who erroneously concluded He was worth following because He could use His power to fill their empty stomachs. But Jesus recognized their motives and challenged them to go after something greater—not to work for food, which does not last long, but to receive eternal life by believing in Him.

Over and over again, people misunderstood Jesus’ words. They asked what they could do to get the food that lasts forever. Eternal life is a gift that God gives—not to those who perform certain deeds, but to anyone who believes in Jesus. Then the crowd asked for another sign. If Moses had provided bread for 40 years, couldn’t Jesus do that too? Jesus pointed out the bread didn’t come from Moses; it came from God. The crowd was so determined to get bread to eat that they didn’t understand recognize that God had now provided true bread from heaven by sending His Son.

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.” He wanted to give people more than food. He wanted to give them true life. Jesus continued, “If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever” (John 6:51). As you teach, emphasize to kids that God invites us to come and eat. We partake in the bread of life by believing in Him.

The Jewish leaders struggled with Jesus’ teaching. How could this man, whom they knew as the son of Joseph, be the Son of God? Furthermore, Jesus talked about giving His flesh and blood. To the Jews, this didn’t make any sense. Jesus wanted to do more than fill people’s stomachs; He wanted to give them true life. Jesus’ teachings were hard to understand. When Jesus talked about His flesh and blood, He was talking about His death and resurrection. When we trust in Jesus, He gives us the gift of eternal life.

Many people stopped following Jesus because they could not accept His teachings. Yet Peter, one of the Twelve, grasped the truth: “You have the words of eternal life. … You are the Holy One of God” (John 6:68-69). When we trust in Jesus, He gives us the gift of eternal life.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
People wanted Jesus to give them bread from heaven.

	Jesus said He is the bread of life.
	Anyone who believes in Jesus will have life forever.
	Jesus’ words tell us how to have life with Him forever.
	Jesus is our King.
	Preschool
Many people did not understand Jesus’ teaching. 
	How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over all He made.
	Kids
Many people misunderstood Jesus’ teaching. 
	How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over His creation according to His perfect plan.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Colossians 1:13-14 (PS: Colossians 1:13)

NEXT WEEK 

	“Jesus Raised Lazarus” (John 11)



Unit 25, Session 4: Jesus Raises Lazarus

TWEETS
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose from the dead. He gives eternal life to those who trust in Him. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 181 Characters)

When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He showed that He has power over death. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 102 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He showed that He has power over death. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose from the dead. He gives eternal life to those who trust in Him.

E-MAIL
Unit 25, Session 4: Jesus Raised Lazarus

Dear Parents,

Jesus received word that His friend Lazarus was sick. Lazarus was the brother of Mary and Martha. They lived in the town of Bethany, which was about two miles away from Jerusalem. Mary and Martha sent a message to Jesus, likely expecting Him to come right away.

Jesus loved Mary, Martha, and Lazarus; yet He stayed where He was, and Lazarus died. Why would Jesus do such a thing? Jesus said that Lazarus’ sickness was “for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (John 11:4). He said that He was glad He wasn’t there when Lazarus died so that the disciples may believe. (John 11:15) Jesus’ timing is always perfect, and He acts—or doesn’t act—so that God will be glorified. 

By the time Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days. Martha went to meet Jesus. She said to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” Jesus had shown His power to heal people who were sick. Even still, she believed He could do a miracle.

Jesus told Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). Jesus is the source of life—eternal life that cannot be destroyed by death. Believers do not need to fear death because physical death is not the end. (See John 11:25-26.) Jesus endured death for us so that when we die and are absent from our physical bodies, our souls are with the Lord. (See 2 Cor. 5:8.)

Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. His messiahship was clearly on display, and it was Jesus’ claims to be the Son of God that would lead to His death on the cross. Jesus interrupted Lazarus’s funeral knowing His would soon follow. 

Emphasize to your kids that when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He showed that He has power over death. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose from the dead. He gives eternal life to those who trust in Him.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
Jesus’ friend Lazarus was very sick.

	Jesus made Lazarus alive again.
	Those who trust in Jesus will live forever with Him.
	Jesus showed that He has power over death.
	Jesus is our King.
	Preschool
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. 
	How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over all He made.
	Kids
Jesus has power over death. 
	How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over His creation according to His perfect plan.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Colossians 1:13-14 (PS: Colossians 1:13)

NEXT WEEK 

	“Jesus’ Triumphal Entry” (Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)



