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GREET people as they join your online group. Share the following remarks that connect “keeping your eye on the ball” with Peter’s taking his eyes off of Jesus: “Keep your eye on the ball.” This is common and worthwhile advice in baseball. Taking your eye off the ball during an at-bat is a recipe for a strikeout. For Peter, taking his eye off of the “ball” led to more severe consequences. His focus on his circumstance instead of Jesus led not to striking out but sinking under (Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 112; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 139).

Ask: What sorts of circumstances serve to distract us from focusing on Jesus? 
Transition: In baseball, after the third strike, you’re out, but in the Christian life with God, you are never out. The grace of God in Christ is always available to those with little faith, which describes us all. Matthew 14:22-36 tells us of an amazing story but ends with an even greater confession.

Read: Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 14:22-24 (DDG p. 113; LDR p. 140).

Explain: Establish three things about the setting in which the subsequent miracle took place: 1) the events on the water took place during nighttime; 2) the disciples were well out in the water; 3) there was tumultuous weather during this boat ride (DDG p. 113; LDR p. 140). 

Explain: Draw out two instructive points that we can see from Jesus’ ministry: First, if our goal is to look and act like Jesus, then spending time in solitude with the Father in prayer must be a priority in our lives. And second, the Christian life is to be lived both in crowds and alone (DDG p. 113; LDR p. 141). 
Ask: How does prayer reflect one’s faith in Jesus’ sovereignty over life’s circumstances?
Read: Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 14:25-31 (DDG p. 114; LDR p. 142).

Explain how this miracle of walking on water demonstrated Jesus’ divinity (DDG p. 114; LDR p. 142). Jesus walked on the tumultuous water as the One who owns the waves because He spoke the waters into being and set their boundaries. 

Fill in the Blanks: Provide group members with the answers for the essential Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 114): “God Is Omnipotent”: God is all-powerful: there is nothing God cannot do so long as it does not contradict His own nature or law. God has power and authority over the universe He created, from the largest solar system to the smallest particle. Affirming that God is all-powerful does not mean that God can sin—since that would go against His perfect moral nature. As Christians, we rest in the belief that the God who has all power is good, and we gain great comfort by knowing that an all-powerful God is working for our good and joy. 
Explain: Elaborate on the mistake that Peter made that led to his sinking into the water—taking his eyes off of Jesus and placing them on his obstacles—and his correction—calling out to Jesus: “Lord, save me!” (DDG p. 114; LDR p. 143). 

Read: Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 14:32-36 (DDG p. 115; LDR p. 144).

Explain that the disciples’ worship and confession of who Jesus is functions as the climax of this story, showing that Jesus truly is the Son of God. Their confession that Jesus truly is the Son of God is the same confession of the church yesterday, today, and forevermore. Whether or not we make this confession in our own lives is the most important thing about us (DDG p. 115; LDR p. 144). 

Share Your Screen with a PDF of Pack Item 13: Jesus’ Miracles from the Leader Pack. Allow group members a few moments to look over the handout. Ask: Which miracle of Jesus is your favorite, and how has it encouraged your faith in Jesus as the Son of God? Stop the screen share after hearing 1-2 responses. (Optional: You may email a copy of this handout to your group members prior to the online meeting.)

Explain: Recall once again Jesus’ power over sickness, and connect this to His power over sin and death to bring salvation to those who believe in Him. Emphasize why Jesus’ identity and power should cause us to want to share about Him with others (DDG p. 115; LDR p. 145). 

Ask: How have you experienced the power of Jesus so that you can share His good news with others? 
Challenge group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission questions (DDG p. 116; LDR p. 146). 

Encourage group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead to dive deeper into seeing how Jesus’ power makes Him worthy of our continued faith and worship. Ask group members to share prayer requests and then Pray. 

