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GREET people as they join your online group. Share about the world’s impression of disciples and Jesus’ expectations of His disciples. Despite the growing intolerance of Western society, we still live in a time when, compared to other places in the world, it is incredibly advantageous to be a Christian, at least to a point. However, Jesus requires an obedience without parenthetical conditions. He requires obedience when it isn’t trendy and even when it costs (Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 57; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 67).

Ask: How would you describe the world’s impression of disciples of Jesus Christ?
Transition: Jesus’ requirement for total commitment is not an easy task, but it is the task that we’ve been called to, and Jesus stands ready and able to help us answer that call. In this session, we will learn about how our commitment to discipleship needs to start on the inside: with a heart and a mind that clearly understand that Jesus requires total submission from us and that submission is costly. 

Read: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 9:57-62 (DDG p. 58; LDR p. 68). 

Explain that Jesus doesn’t sugar-coat His expectations of His disciples because He is concerned with real, heart-deep commitment (DDG p. 58; LDR p. 68). 

Ask: What were some of your expectations of Christian discipleship when you became a believer? 

Highlight that following Jesus means putting Him above all else, including comfort, duty, wealth, and family (DDG p. 58; LDR p. 69).
Fill in the Blanks: Provide group members with the answers for the essential Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 58): “Discipleship”: Discipleship is a process that takes place both formally and informally to effect spiritual maturity as people follow Jesus. Informal discipleship, as passages like Deuteronomy 6:4-9 suggest, happens everywhere, in every arena of life. Growing in our faith and deepening our walk with Christ is something that requires our whole life, not just the mind. Formal discipleship refers to periods of instruction. We make disciples through our words and actions, providing verbal instruction from God’s Word and non-verbal examples through our lives (Acts 20:17-24). 
Read: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 14:25-27 (DDG p. 59; LDR p. 70). 

Explain Jesus’ striking statement in this passage and what it means for our earthly relationships with others: Our commitment to Jesus should so far outweigh our commitment toward any other person that it would make our love for others look like hatred in comparison (DDG p. 59; LDR p. 70). 

Ask: What are some ways a total commitment to Jesus may be displayed? 
Explain that Jesus teaches that we should take up our cross and be prepared to follow Him all the way to Calvary. We should come to Christ as if we have already died because our lives belong completely to Him (DDG p. 59; LDR p. 71). 

Read: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 14:28-35 (DDG p. 60; LDR p. 72). 

Explain that the cost of following Jesus is incalculable because following Him will cost us everything. If we are not willing to part with the things most precious to us and put Jesus in the place of preeminence, then we need not apply to become His disciples (DDG p. 60; LDR p. 72). 

Ask: What are some ways we may experience the cost of discipleship to Jesus Christ? 
Explain that Jesus told His listeners that His disciples are expected to be the salt of the earth. With the message and ministry of the gospel, we seek to arrest the curse of death in individuals and in society. And we can only do so as committed disciples of Jesus Christ (DDG p. 60; LDR p. 73). 

Ask: How have you had opportunities to be the salt of the earth for the glory of Jesus in the past week? 
Challenge group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission questions (DDG p. 61; LDR p. 74). 

Encourage group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead to learn more about what absolute commitment to Jesus signifies. Ask group members to share prayer requests and then Pray. 

