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GREET people as they join your online group. Share the following report about color blindness: Color blindness is a condition that limits the range of color that some people see. Reds and greens may be indistinguishable, for example, or purples may appear only as blues. Recently, however, technology has been developed to help most color-blind people see a fuller range of the color spectrum (Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 38; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 43).

Ask: Are you or someone you know color blind? How have they spoken of their experience? If you aren’t color blind, what would you miss the most if you were? 
Transition: On an even greater scale than color blindness, this world is full of people living in spiritual blindness. In this session, we will follow the story of Jesus healing a man who was born blind. This miracle would reveal Jesus’ identity to those able and willing to see it: He is the light of the world.

Read: Ask a volunteer to read John 9:1-7 (DDG p. 39; LDR p. 44). 

Explain that while all brokenness and suffering is a result of sin, this does not mean that a person’s specific sin is the cause of a every specific instance of suffering (DDG p. 39; LDR p. 44).

Ask: Why are we prone to connect all suffering to a person’s sins? 

Explain: Elaborate on Jesus’ answer about the cause/purpose of the man’s blindness: This man was blind so Jesus could reveal Himself as the light of the world (DDG p. 39; LDR p. 45). 

Read: Ask a volunteer to read John 9:29-33 (DDG p. 40; LDR p. 46). 

Explain: Emphasize the unprecedented nature of Jesus’ restoring sight to a person born blind. Giving sight to the blind was also a sign of the age to come when God would restore all things (see Isa. 29:18-19; 42:5-8; see also Luke 4:18-21) (DDG p. 40; LDR p. 46). 

Ask: What are some ways Jesus supersedes the greatness of people throughout history? 
Explain that Jesus’ work of healing the man born blind shows us not only that He is from God but also what God cares about (DDG p. 40; LDR p. 47).

Read: Ask a volunteer to read John 9:35-41 (DDG p. 41; LDR p. 48).

Highlight how the man Jesus healed came to express faith in Him as the Messiah, even demonstrating his willingness to worship Jesus. This man went from describing Jesus as a mere man (v. 11) to calling Him a prophet (v. 17) to saying that Jesus must be from God (v. 33), even calling Him “Lord” (v. 38) (DDG p. 41; LDR p. 48).

Ask: What are some ways we can worship our Lord and Savior for the healing from sin that He gives to us? 
Explain the irony displayed in the passage: Unlike the man who had been healed of his physical blindness, the Pharisees were spiritually blind. They rejected the true light of the world and thereby confirmed that they were in spiritual darkness; they remained enslaved to sin (DDG p. 41; LDR p. 49). 

Fill in the Blanks: Provide group members with the answers for the essential Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 41): “Enslaved to Sin”: Because of the fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, all of humanity has inherited a sin nature that inclines them toward sin and rebellion. Human beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), continually living with the propensity to transgress God’s commandments whenever possible. It isn’t until one experiences salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is able to overcome sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2). 
Challenge group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission questions (DDG p. 42; LDR p. 50). 

Encourage group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead to discover further what it means that Jesus is the light of the world. Ask group members to share prayer requests and then Pray. 

