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GREET people as they join your online group. Share some ways we might not be as grateful as we think: There is a difference between saying, “Thank you,” and being grateful. Sometimes a “thank you” is just the expected thing to say, like answering, “Fine,” to those who ask how you are doing. Saying, “Thanks,” can simply be the final step in a conversational ritual with little to no thought behind it (Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 11; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 7).

Ask: Why do we have conversational rituals that require little to no thought behind them?
Transition: With every fiber of our being, we should thank God for everything in our lives (1 Thess. 5:18), not merely pay Him lip-service. In this session, we will see the difference between offering Jesus lip-service for the salvation He provides and the kind of heart that responds to Him in true gratitude and saving faith. 

Read: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 17:11-13 (DDG p. 12; LDR p. 8).

EXPLAIN the social expectations of lepers according to the standards of the law of Moses in Leviticus (Lev. 13–14). While leprosy separated those with the disease from others, sin has created a greater division—one between us and God (DDG p. 12; LDR p. 8).

Ask: What are some ways people experience separation from God and others because of sin?
Explain that new life in Christ begins for us the same way that Jesus’ healing of the lepers began for them: calling out to Jesus for rescue. Jesus came not to call those who have it all together but those who know they are sinful and in need of a Savior (DDG p. 12; LDR p. 9). 

Say: The gospel requires a response. Just as there was no other way of healing for the lepers, there is no other way of healing for the sinner. Only Christ’s mercy can make us clean. 
Read: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 17:14-16 (DDG p. 13; LDR p. 10).

Explain the connection between faith and obedience, as demonstrated in the lepers’ healing that took place as they heeded Jesus’ instruction. Obeying Jesus’ command in this instance required a prolonged trust in Him (DDG p. 13; LDR p. 10).

Ask: What are some commands in Scripture that require obedience in faith?
Highlight that only one of the ten lepers returned to express his gratitude to Jesus for being healed. Ten lepers called out for mercy and received it, but only one thought to express his gratitude to his healer (DDG p. 13; LDR p. 11).
Read: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 17:17-19 (DDG p. 14; LDR p. 12).
Explain the significance of a Samaritan being the returning former leper compared to the rest whom we can presume to be Jewish. That a Samaritan was the one to return is shocking and provided Jesus with a meaningful opportunity to demonstrate the reason He came. Jesus came to save sinners from their sin, and by faith, we receive the salvation Jesus purchased through His death and resurrection (DDG p. 14; LDR p. 12-13). 

Ask: Why should a heightened sense of our own unworthiness lead to a grateful attitude and worship of God for our salvation in Jesus? 

Fill in the Blanks: Provide group members with the answers for the essential Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 13): “Justification by Faith”: Justification refers to the moment when a person is objectively declared righteous before God based on the righteousness of Christ’s atoning death (Rom. 8:33-34). This act of declaration takes place through faith in Christ and not as a result of human works or effort (Eph. 2:8-9). Through justification, a person is made to be in right standing before God, changing what was once an estranged and hostile relationship to one of adoption into the family of God. 
Challenge group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission questions (DDG p. 15; LDR p. 14). 

Encourage group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead to further see how the account about the lepers directs us to express true gratitude to Jesus. Ask group members to share prayer requests and then Pray. 

