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WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare for your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND a digital copy of the next session in the Daily Discipleship Guide to group 
members who do not have a print copy. Encourage your group members to have this 
session handy for your group’s upcoming online Bible study and the five daily Bible 
readings for the week following your session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Remind group members to follow up your previous online study with the daily 
readings in their Daily Discipleship Guide.

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message 
to your group:

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

Remember to keep up with your daily devotions for Unit 24, Session 3 this week. And consider 
ways to discuss insights and questions with others from the group.

“Now we know who you really are.” Ever heard that phrase? Certain circumstances have a way of 
showing people what we are truly made of. In the case of Jesus, it was circumstances of glory that 
revealed who He was. Unit 24, Session 4 covers the event of Jesus’ transfiguration, which brings 
the volume, “Jesus the Servant,” to a fitting end with the glorious revelation of the Son of God. As 
we will examine, the transfiguration foreshadowed Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension and 
points us forward to the glory in which He will return to make all things new. 

We will meet at (add time) using (name of online tool). Here is the link to our meeting: (add meeting 
ID if your online tool doesn’t do that automatically).

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage(s).

• Listen to The Gospel Project for Adults Weekly Leader Training Podcast. Go to 
gospelproject.com/podcasts for an overview of the main points and key ideas 
from each session.

• Visit The Gospel Project website for additional leader helps at 
gospelproject.com/blog and gospelproject.com/additional-resources.

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult The Gospel Project for Adults Leader Pack and 
Biblical Illustrator for additional ideas and resources.

REMIND your group members early in the week via another email or text message to 
follow up the weekly study with the daily devotions in their Daily Discipleship Guide. 

• Include a quote from a Daily Discipleship Guide devotion, a question, or an insight 
you found helpful to encourage this step of personal discipleship and growth for 
your group members.

HELPFUL LINKS

• The Gospel Project main landing page: gospelproject.com

• Digital version of The Gospel Project: curriculum.lifeway.com

• The Gospel Project leader helps: gospelproject.com/additional-resources

• The Gospel Project podcast: gospelproject.com/podcasts

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://www.gospelproject.com/podcasts/
http://gospelproject.com/blog
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com/podcasts
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group. SHARE this paragraph about the 

way in which majestic things put life into perspective: When we gaze at something 

as majestic as the Grand Canyon or the expanse of the Atlantic Ocean, things are 

put in perspective. We realize quickly that we are small and fragile individuals in a 

grand world. Moreover, when our eyes are caught by the majesty of creation, our 

minds should turn to the majestic Creator (Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 121; 

Leader Guide [LDR] p. 151).

ASK: What is the most breathtaking thing you’ve ever seen? In that moment, 

how did you feel? 

TRANSITION: Upon the peak of a mountain, Peter, James, and John got to witness 

the transfiguration of Jesus, along with the appearance of the prophets Moses and 

Elijah. These disciples experienced the Son of God like few others did—in unveiled 

glory. Ultimately they would experience seeing the Son fulfill His role in God’s plan. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 17:1-5 (DDG p. 122; LDR p. 151).

HIGHLIGHT how the passage describes the state of Jesus’ face and clothing 

during the transfiguration. Directly in front of the disciples, Jesus’ face shone like 

the burning star that brightens our days (DDG p. 122; LDR p. 151). 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 122): “God’s Glory”: The glory of God is 

His manifest work, the way He represents His perfect character through His activity. 

It also refers to His excellent reputation and is given as one of the reasons we are 

to praise His name. Another sense of the word is the inherent beauty of God, the 

unbearable brightness and beauty of His being as He radiates His own attributes 

and characteristics for all to witness. The Scriptures speak of humanity as having 

“fallen short” of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23) because we have rejected the purpose for 

which God created us—to glorify Him.

ONLINE GROUP PLAN
Summer 2020

Unit 24: Jesus the Mira-
cle-Worker

Session 4: Jesus Is Transfig-
ured



The Gospel Project  //  Summer 2020  //  Unit 24: Jesus the Miracle-Worker  //  Session 4: Jesus Is Transfigured

2© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

NOTESEXPLAIN: Provide some explanation for why Moses and Elijah appeared with 

Jesus on the mountain. The importance of these figures is greater than just the 

men themselves, for they signified something crucial—that Jesus is the fulfillment 

of both the Law and the Prophets (DDG p. 122; LDR p. 153). 

SHARE YOUR SCREEN with a PDF of Pack Item 14: Hear Him from the Leader 

Pack. Read the Jerome quote on this poster. Then stop the screen share and 

ASK: How does Moses and Elijah’s purpose at the transfiguration relate to our 

chief purpose in life? 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 17:6-8 (DDG p. 123; LDR p. 154). 

EXPLAIN: Emphasize the difference between the Creator and the creature and 

show how this difference was manifested in God’s speaking and the disciples’ 

response at the transfiguration of Jesus. God isn’t just a bigger version of us. He is 

altogether different (DDG p. 123; LDR p. 154). The reality is that God is glorious and 

grand, and in His presence we become intensely aware of our frailty and failures. 

ASK: In what ways is it good news that God is different than us? 

HIGHLIGHT the implications of Jesus’ words of comfort—“Get up; don’t be 

afraid”—for our eternal comfort, when fear will be no more for those who have 

trusted in Christ (DDG p. 123; LDR p. 155). In His glorious grace, God calls believers 

not to be afraid, just as Jesus spoke to His disciples in their frightened state here. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 17:9-13 (DDG p. 124; LDR p. 156).

EXPLAIN the connections between John the Baptist and Elijah and John the 

Baptist and Jesus (DDG p. 124; LDR p. 156). Jesus spoke about the greatness 

of John the Baptist and explicitly declared that John was the fulfillment of the 

prophecy that Elijah would precede the coming of the Messiah and the Day of 

the Lord. Jesus also stated that John the Baptist’s persecution and execution 

foreshadowed His own coming suffering and crucifixion.
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NOTES

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week with the daily devotions 

in the Daily Discipleship Guide that follow up on today’s session.

• Send a digital copy of the next session to group members who do not have 

a print copy. 

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 124): “Christ’s Exaltation”: Whereas the 

death of Christ was the ultimate example of His humiliation, the resurrection of 

Christ from the dead is the first and glorious example of Christ’s exaltation. Christ 

was exalted when God raised Him from the dead, and Christ was exalted when He 

ascended to the Father’s right hand. He will be exalted by all creation when He 

returns. All of these aspects work together to magnify the glory and worth of Christ, 

resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace in rescuing sinners. 

CHALLENGE group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission 

questions (DDG p. 125; LDR p. 158). 

ENCOURAGE group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead 

to reflect on Jesus’ transfiguration in anticipation of His future return in glory. 

ASK group members to share prayer requests and then PRAY. 


