
ONLINE GROUP PLAN 
Summer 2020  //  Unit 24: Jesus the Miracle-Worker  

Session 2: Jesus Feeds a Multitude
Suggested Use Date: 8/16/2020

For use with The Gospel Project Leader Guide and Daily Discipleship Guide



WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare for your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND a digital copy of the next session in the Daily Discipleship Guide to group 
members who do not have a print copy. Encourage your group members to have this 
session handy for your group’s upcoming online Bible study and the five daily Bible 
readings for the week following your session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Remind group members to follow up your previous online study with the daily 
readings in their Daily Discipleship Guide.

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message 
to your group:

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

Remember to keep up with your daily devotions for Unit 24, Session 1 this week. And consider 
ways to discuss insights and questions with others from the group.

“Too much of a good thing.” Have you ever heard this saying? Whether it’s a certain kind of food 
or a form of recreation, moderation is, more often than not, the wisest approach to consumption. 
What we will see in Unit 24, Session 2 is that with Jesus, no such moderation is necessary. He is 
the exception. Jesus is the bread of life who meets all of our needs and then some, just as the 
leftover food from the story illustrates. After Jesus miraculously used five loaves and two fish to 
feed a crowd of more than five-thousand people, there was enough food remaining to feed His 
disciples as well. Truly Jesus came to give life and life abundant. 

We will meet at (add time) using (name of online tool). Here is the link to our meeting: (add meeting 
ID if your online tool doesn’t do that automatically).

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage(s).

• Listen to The Gospel Project for Adults Weekly Leader Training Podcast. Go to 
gospelproject.com/podcasts for an overview of the main points and key ideas 
from each session.

• Visit The Gospel Project website for additional leader helps at 
gospelproject.com/blog and gospelproject.com/additional-resources.

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult The Gospel Project for Adults Leader Pack and 
Biblical Illustrator for additional ideas and resources.

REMIND your group members early in the week via another email or text message to 
follow up the weekly study with the daily devotions in their Daily Discipleship Guide. 

• Include a quote from a Daily Discipleship Guide devotion, a question, or an insight 
you found helpful to encourage this step of personal discipleship and growth for 
your group members.

HELPFUL LINKS

• The Gospel Project main landing page: gospelproject.com

• Digital version of The Gospel Project: curriculum.lifeway.com

• The Gospel Project leader helps: gospelproject.com/additional-resources

• The Gospel Project podcast: gospelproject.com/podcasts

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://www.gospelproject.com/podcasts/
http://gospelproject.com/blog
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com/podcasts
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group. SHARE the following paragraph 

about the food pyramid in order to speak about the need to pursue a balanced 

diet: Remember the food pyramid? Horizontal layers and sections detailing 

how many servings a day to eat of each food group, such as fruits, grains, or 

dairy. The food pyramid told you to eat more vegetables and consume way less 

sugars. But aside from these disappointing conclusions, the food pyramid gives 

a balanced look at a healthy diet—something we could all be more diligent about 

(Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 103; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 127).

ASK: What is one memory you have associated with your favorite or least 

favorite food group?

TRANSITION: According to the food pyramid, a person who feasts upon one 

or two food groups to the exclusion of others misses out on some important 

nutrients. No single food can supply all the nutrients in the amounts you need. 

While this might be true physically, spiritually we can only be fed meaningfully 

from one source—the Bread of life. In this session, we will examine one of Jesus’ 

most famous miracles—the feeding of the five thousand. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 6:4-10 (DDG p. 104; LDR p. 128).

EXPLAIN that Jesus not only demonstrated concern for people’s hunger but also 

took the initiative to meet this need (DDG p. 104; LDR p. 128). Jesus, the Son of 

God, on His way to the cross to die for the forgiveness of sins, noticed others’ 

physical needs and made plans to meet those needs. 

ASK: What are some reasons we fail to notice the needs of others?

HIGHLIGHT how Jesus invited others to participate in His work, citing specifically 

His involving Philip, Andrew, and a boy (DDG p. 104; LDR p. 129). 

ONLINE GROUP PLAN
Summer 2020

Unit 24: Jesus the Mira-
cle-Worker

Session 2: Jesus Feeds a 
Multitude



The Gospel Project  //  Summer 2020  //  Unit 24: Jesus the Miracle-Worker  //  Session 2: Jesus Feeds a Multitude

2© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

NOTESFILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 104): “Social Concern”: All Christians are 

under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in our own lives and in 

human society. Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the 

establishment of righteousness among men can be truly and permanently helpful 

only when they are rooted in the regeneration of the individual by the saving grace 

of God in Jesus Christ. In the Spirit of Christ, Christians should oppose racism, every 

form of greed, selfishness, vice, and all forms of sexual immorality, including adultery, 

homosexuality, and pornography. We should work to provide for the orphaned, the 

needy, the abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on behalf 

of the unborn and contend for the sanctity of all human life from conception to 

natural death. Every Christian should seek to bring industry, government, and society 

as a whole under the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly 

love. In order to promote these ends, Christians should be ready to work with all men 

of good will in any good cause, always being careful to act in the spirit of love without 

compromising their loyalty to Christ and His truth (Mic. 6:8; Eph. 6:5-9; 1 Thess. 3:12). 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 6:11-14 (DDG p. 105; LDR p. 130). 

EXPLAIN: Paint the picture of the size of the boy’s lunch in view of the size of the 

crowd. Five biscuits and some fish jam for well over five thousand hungry mouths 

just wasn’t enough. But Jesus does the impossible (DDG p. 105; LDR p. 130). 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 105): “Miracles”: A miracle is an event in 

which God makes an exception to the natural order of things, or supersedes natural 

laws, for the purpose of demonstrating His glory and/or validating His message. 

Miracles are recorded throughout Scripture; miraculous signs and wonders were 

oftentimes evident when a prophet or an apostle was speaking God’s message to 

the people. Because we believe God to be all-powerful and personally involved in 

this world, we believe He can and does perform miracles. 

EXPLAIN: Show how Jesus not only provided enough but provided abundantly, 

just as He came to give life abundantly (DDG p. 105; LDR p. 131). Everyone ate until 

they were satisfied—and still there was more leftover. 
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NOTES

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week with the daily devotions 

in the Daily Discipleship Guide that follow up on today’s session.

• Send a digital copy of the next session to group members who do not have 

a print copy. 

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 6:26-27,32-35 (DDG p. 106; LDR p. 132). 

EXPLAIN that the crowd was looking for a miracle like the manna provided in the 

wilderness, but instead, Jesus presented Himself as the true bread from God that 

alone can satisfy our deepest hunger and give us life (DDG p. 106; LDR p. 132). 

ASK: What are some ways we might come to Christ for the bread He can 

provide instead of the bread that He is?

CHALLENGE group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission 

questions (DDG p. 107; LDR p. 134). 

ENCOURAGE group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead. 

ASK group members to share prayer requests and then PRAY. 


