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WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare for your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND a digital copy of the next session in the Daily Discipleship Guide to group 
members who do not have a print copy. Encourage your group members to have this 
session handy for your group’s upcoming online Bible study and the five daily Bible 
readings for the week following your session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Remind group members to follow up your previous online study with the daily 
readings in their Daily Discipleship Guide.

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message 
to your group:

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

Remember to keep up with your daily devotions for Unit 23, Session 4 this week. And consider 
ways to discuss insights and questions with others from the group.

What animal best represents you? Personality tests will label people a certain animal based 
on their characteristics. Some people choose to represent themselves by animals real or even 
mythical. For someone who follows Jesus, in a true sense, his or her animal is a sheep. Why? 
Because Jesus is our shepherd; moreover, He is the good shepherd, as we will examine in 
Unit 23, Session 5. The metaphor says not so much about our cuddly character but more about 
Jesus’ committed character to His people. As the good shepherd, Jesus laid down His life so that 
His sheep might live. 

We will meet at (add time) using (name of online tool). Here is the link to our meeting: (add meeting 
ID if your online tool doesn’t do that automatically).

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage(s).

• Listen to The Gospel Project for Adults Weekly Leader Training Podcast. Go to 
gospelproject.com/podcasts for an overview of the main points and key ideas 
from each session.

• Visit The Gospel Project website for additional leader helps at 
gospelproject.com/blog and gospelproject.com/additional-resources.

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult The Gospel Project for Adults Leader Pack and 
Biblical Illustrator for additional ideas and resources.

REMIND your group members early in the week via another email or text message to 
follow up the weekly study with the daily devotions in their Daily Discipleship Guide. 

• Include a quote from a Daily Discipleship Guide devotion, a question, or an insight 
you found helpful to encourage this step of personal discipleship and growth for 
your group members.

HELPFUL LINKS

• The Gospel Project main landing page: gospelproject.com

• Digital version of The Gospel Project: curriculum.lifeway.com

• The Gospel Project leader helps: gospelproject.com/additional-resources

• The Gospel Project podcast: gospelproject.com/podcasts

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://www.gospelproject.com/podcasts/
http://gospelproject.com/blog
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com/podcasts
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus


The Gospel Project  //  Summer 2020  //  Unit 23: Jesus the Teacher  //  Session 5: Jesus Teaches About the Good Shepherd

1© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

NOTESGREET people as they join your online group. SHARE the following description 

of the “good cop, bad cop” dynamic: If you have ever watched a crime drama 

television show, no doubt you have witnessed the interrogation technique “good 

cop, bad cop.” Outside of the interrogation room, two officers debate who will 

play which role. The “bad cop” aims to be stern and harsh, even threatening, 

while the “good cop” tries to develop a rapport with the suspect, demonstrating 

a compassionate and level-headed demeanor in contrast to the “bad cop” 

(Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 84; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 103).

ASK: Which role would you prefer to play: “good cop” or “bad cop”? Why? 

TRANSITION: The “good cop, bad cop” scenario involves two officers playing 

different roles, but both officers want the same thing—a confession. Both are doing 

their job. Jesus used the metaphor of a “good shepherd” as a part of His teaching 

on one occasion, but aside from the vocation, the “good shepherd” has nothing in 

common with the “bad shepherd,” or the hired hand, as He would call him. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 10:7-10 (DDG p. 85; LDR p. 104). 

EXPLAIN what it means for Jesus to be “the gate” in contrast to what the 

Pharisees of His day were teaching as the path to a true relationship with God. In 

today’s increasingly pluralistic society, to say there is only one way to God—only 

one way to be saved—is an unpopular opinion. With so many ideas, religions, and 

philosophies out there, it has become unacceptable in our culture to claim only 

one path to God (DDG p. 85; LDR p. 104). 

ASK: How can we identify “thieves and robbers” that threaten the flock of 

God today? 
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NOTESEXPLAIN: Point out that Jesus, our good shepherd, does not only save us but also 

satisfies us by continually feeding us as His sheep. Christ provides safety from the 

dangers outside of the fold, but He also provides sustenance for those inside the 

fold (DDG p. 85; LDR p. 105). 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 10:11-13 (DDG p. 86; LDR p. 106). 

EXPLAIN: Note why Jesus was willing to die for His sheep, namely, because they 

belong to Him. This says less about the sheep and more about the Shepherd and 

His character (DDG p. 86; LDR p. 106). 

ASK: How should the fact that believers belong to the Shepherd affect the 

way we think, feel, and live? 

SHARE YOUR SCREEN with a PDF of Pack Item 10: The Good Shepherd from 

the Leader Pack. Read the Gregory of Nazianzus quote on this poster. Then stop 

the screen share and ASK: How do Jesus’ death and His resurrection each reveal 

Him as the only shepherd who can truly lead us to life? 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 86): “Christ as Propitiation”: Because of 

God’s righteousness and holiness, humanity’s sins must be atoned for in order for 

people to be reconciled to God. As the propitiation for sins, Christ’s death is the 

appeasement or satisfaction of God’s wrath against sin. Christ’s propitiation for our 

sins demonstrates both God’s great love toward sinners (1 John 4:10) as well as the 

necessary payment that results from the penalty of sins (Rom. 3:26). 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 10:14-18 (DDG p. 87; LDR p. 108). 

EXPLAIN that Jesus’ sheep hear His voice and know Him in a way that is 

analogous to how the Father and the Son know each other. It is this deep, intimate 

knowing that Jesus related to the way He knows us and we know Him (DDG p. 87; 

LDR p. 108). 
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NOTES

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week with the daily devotions 

in the Daily Discipleship Guide that follow up on today’s session.

• Send a digital copy of the next session to group members who do not have 

a print copy. 

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 87): “People of God”: Scripture describes 

the church as “the people of God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, 

the church is created by God through the atoning death of Christ. The term “church” 

is used in two senses—of individual local churches composed of people who 

have covenanted together under the lordship of Christ and of the universal church 

composed of all believers in Christ in all times. As the people of God, the church 

seeks to live under God’s ruling care while we are protected and cared for by Him. 

CHALLENGE group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission 

questions (DDG p. 88; LDR p. 110). 

ENCOURAGE group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead to 

become familiar with Jesus as the good shepherd. ASK group members to share 

prayer requests and then PRAY. 


