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WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare for your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND a digital copy of the next session in the Daily Discipleship Guide to group 
members who do not have a print copy. Encourage your group members to have this 
session handy for your group’s upcoming online Bible study and the five daily Bible 
readings for the week following your session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Remind group members to follow up your previous online study with the daily 
readings in their Daily Discipleship Guide.

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message 
to your group:

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

Remember to keep up with your daily devotions for Unit 23, Session 3 this week. And consider 
ways to discuss insights and questions with others from the group.

What comes to mind when you hear the word treasure? Money? Gold coins? Pirates? Jesus? As 
Christians, when we think about our greatest treasure—that which we find most valuable—we 
should think about Jesus and what it means to belong to His kingdom. In Unit 23, Session 4, we 
will discuss Jesus’ teaching on treasure and generosity: God is the source of infinite riches and 
endless joy, and we accordingly should live with radical generosity and steward well the resources 
He has entrusted to us. 

We will meet at (add time) using (name of online tool). Here is the link to our meeting: (add meeting 
ID if your online tool doesn’t do that automatically).

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage(s).

• Listen to The Gospel Project for Adults Weekly Leader Training Podcast. Go to 
gospelproject.com/podcasts for an overview of the main points and key ideas 
from each session.

• Visit The Gospel Project website for additional leader helps at 
gospelproject.com/blog and gospelproject.com/additional-resources.

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult The Gospel Project for Adults Leader Pack and 
Biblical Illustrator for additional ideas and resources.

REMIND your group members early in the week via another email or text message to 
follow up the weekly study with the daily devotions in their Daily Discipleship Guide. 

• Include a quote from a Daily Discipleship Guide devotion, a question, or an insight 
you found helpful to encourage this step of personal discipleship and growth for 
your group members.

HELPFUL LINKS

• The Gospel Project main landing page: gospelproject.com

• Digital version of The Gospel Project: curriculum.lifeway.com

• The Gospel Project leader helps: gospelproject.com/additional-resources

• The Gospel Project podcast: gospelproject.com/podcasts

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://www.gospelproject.com/podcasts/
http://gospelproject.com/blog
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com/podcasts
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group. SHARE a brief description of the 

character Ebenezer Scrooge from Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, noting 

how the story speaks to greed and its consequences: Ebenezer Scrooge is a 

miserly old man who can’t even be moved to generosity on Christmas Day. On 

Christmas Eve, Scrooge is visited by three ghosts. These three ghosts uncover the 

past root of Scrooge’s greed, the far-reaching present results of that greed, and 

the dire future consequences of his greed (Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 75; 

Leader Guide [LDR] p. 91).

ASK: Why is money such an effective snare for people’s hearts? 

TRANSITION: Jesus does not lull His disciples to sleep and send them cautionary 

dreams about the dangers of greed. Instead, He tells them outright to examine 

their ideas about treasure. Our eternal rest depends wholly upon God having sent 

His treasured Son to die on the cross so that we might turn from our idols of silver 

and gold and cling to Him alone for comfort, provision, and blessing.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 12:15-21 (DDG p. 76; LDR p. 92).

EXPLAIN how the gospel affirms that our worth is not determined by what we do 

or what we have. What matters is our relationship to God through the free gift of 

His Son (DDG p. 76; LDR p. 92). According to the gospel, we cannot work our way 

into heaven, and we cannot save enough to buy our way into heaven. 

EXPLAIN: Show that the rich man in Jesus’ story has a lot in common with 

many people today, both in terms of his pursuit of earthly goods and the end 

of accumulating them (DDG p. 76; LDR p. 93). When used for our own selfish 

gain, they can be an affront to the God we are called to serve. The man in the 

parable looked only to his life in the here and now; he ignored the eternal realities 

impacted by our motivations and actions in this life. 
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NOTESASK: What will it look like to be rich toward God? 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 12:22-28 (DDG p. 77; LDR p. 94). 

EXPLAIN: Show how Jesus’ words here echo His teachings elsewhere on prayer: 

We do not have to worry that God is going to forget us; He already cares for 

us. Note what our worry says about ourselves and what we trust in (DDG p. 77; 

LDR p. 94). 

ASK: What are some things we are prone to worry about?

HIGHLIGHT Jesus’ main insight in pointing to wildflowers in His teaching about 

worry: God cares for fragile flowers without eternal souls, so how much more does 

He care for His children (DDG p. 77; LDR p. 95). 

TRANSITION: The only solution to worry is faith in our heavenly Father, who loves 

and takes care of His children. He cares for the birds and the flowers, and you are 

worth so much more to Him than they are. So recall His always faithful provision in 

your life and look to Him in faith for your future provision as well. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 12:31-34 (DDG p. 78; LDR p. 96). 

EXPLAIN: Comment on the truth that God’s provision extends beyond our earthly 

needs—He promises that in Jesus our eternal well-being will always be secure. 

We have a God who cares deeply for the well-being of our mortal bodies, but He 

does not promise us ease on this earth (DDG p. 78; LDR p. 96). 

ASK: How are we to seek God’s kingdom? 
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NOTES

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week with the daily devotions 

in the Daily Discipleship Guide that follow up on today’s session.

• Send a digital copy of the next session to group members who do not have 

a print copy. 

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 78): “Stewardship”: God’s intention for 

humankind is that we serve Him as faithful stewards of His creation (Gen. 1:28; 

1 Cor. 4:1-2). We are to invest the time, talents, and material possessions God 

has given us for His kingdom work (Matt. 25:14-29), knowing that God is the true 

owner of all we have, and that our true treasure is found not on earth but in 

heaven (Matt. 6:19,21; Luke 12:16-21). Motivated by God’s generosity to us made 

most clear in the gospel, we are to give God the best of what we have (Prov. 3:9), 

regularly (1 Cor. 16:2), sacrificially (Matt. 12:41-44), humbly (Matt. 6:1-4), and cheerfully 

(2 Cor. 9:6-7), praying that God may be glorified in our stewardship of His provisions. 

CHALLENGE group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission 

questions (DDG p. 79; LDR p. 98). 

ENCOURAGE group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead. 

ASK group members to share prayer requests and then PRAY. 


