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WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare for your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND a digital copy of the next session in the Daily Discipleship Guide to group 
members who do not have a print copy. Encourage your group members to have this 
session handy for your group’s upcoming online Bible study and the five daily Bible 
readings for the week following your session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Remind group members to follow up your previous online study with the daily 
readings in their Daily Discipleship Guide.

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message 
to your group:

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

Remember to keep up with your daily devotions for Unit 23, Session 2 this week. And consider 
ways to discuss insights and questions with others from the group.

Have you ever been in a relationship where you never spoke to the other person? Few would 
consider this a healthy dynamic, and yet, so often we can go for long periods of time without 
talking to God. Our relationship with God is not only our most important one, but God also should 
be at the center of all of our relationships. We should see in Unit 23, Session 3 that Jesus has 
made a way for us to sit at His feet in intimate fellowship with the triune God in prayer. He thus 
taught His disciples to pray appropriately, namely, with faith, persistence, and dependence 
on God.

We will meet at (add time) using (name of online tool). Here is the link to our meeting: (add meeting 
ID if your online tool doesn’t do that automatically).

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage(s).

• Listen to The Gospel Project for Adults Weekly Leader Training Podcast. Go to 
gospelproject.com/podcasts for an overview of the main points and key ideas 
from each session.

• Visit The Gospel Project website for additional leader helps at 
gospelproject.com/blog and gospelproject.com/additional-resources.

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult The Gospel Project for Adults Leader Pack and 
Biblical Illustrator for additional ideas and resources.

REMIND your group members early in the week via another email or text message to 
follow up the weekly study with the daily devotions in their Daily Discipleship Guide. 

• Include a quote from a Daily Discipleship Guide devotion, a question, or an insight 
you found helpful to encourage this step of personal discipleship and growth for 
your group members.

HELPFUL LINKS

• The Gospel Project main landing page: gospelproject.com

• Digital version of The Gospel Project: curriculum.lifeway.com

• The Gospel Project leader helps: gospelproject.com/additional-resources

• The Gospel Project podcast: gospelproject.com/podcasts

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://www.gospelproject.com/podcasts/
http://gospelproject.com/blog
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com/podcasts
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group. SHARE the comparison between a 

toddler’s language development and our growth in learning how to pray: A toddler 

goes from aimless, haphazard babbling to a few simple words to full-on sentences 

seemingly overnight. From wordless crying to very articulate demands. From 

limited communication skills to holding entire conversations. Learning to pray is 

like that (Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 66; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 79). 

ASK: What are some ways growing in prayer is like growing in communication 

as a child? 

TRANSITION: We humans start out with a limited vocabulary when it comes to 

entering into conversation with God as Christians. We don’t know much about 

God at first, but as we read His Word and are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, we begin 

to understand and grow more and more. Thankfully, we don’t have to learn to pray 

in a vacuum. In this session, we’ll discuss how Jesus taught us to pray and we’ll 

reflect on the amazing gift of communication that prayer is for the saints. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 11:1-4 (DDG p. 67; LDR p. 80). 

EXPLAIN that Jesus first teaches His disciples to recall God’s glory and holiness 

whenever we pray. God’s kingdom and His will, which reflect His glory and 

holiness, are foremost on Jesus’ mind, as they should be foremost on all of ours 

(DDG p. 67; LDR p. 80). 

ASK: Why should God’s glory and holiness matter for our prayers? 

EXPLAIN that Jesus covers both our physical and spiritual needs in the three 

simple requests of His model prayer: He instructed His followers to pray for bread, 

forgiveness, and protection (DDG p. 67; LDR p. 81). 
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NOTESREAD: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 11:9-13 (DDG p. 68; LDR p. 82).

EXPLAIN that prayer, as we come to God in faith, makes us active participants in 

the plan of God rather than wide-eyed bystanders. The act of prayer requires faith 

in our good God to know what is best for us, whether that is what we ask for or not 

(DDG p. 68; LDR p. 82). 

ASK: How has God answered your prayers, whether in ways you asked or in 

ways even better than you imagined? 

EXPLAIN that Jesus’ teaching on prayer is an encouragement to see God as 

Father and Sustainer, who also gives us the Holy Spirit. Through asking and 

praying with the Holy Spirit’s leading, our prayers begin to align more and 

more with God’s will, transforming us more and more to the likeness of His Son 

(DDG p. 68; LDR p. 83). 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 68): “Prayer and Providence”: If God is 

in control and already knows the future, why pray? The Bible teaches that although 

God has a plan for this world that He promises to fulfill, prayer is often the means 

God uses to accomplish His divine purpose. Even though God knows the end result, 

the means that lead to that end result will be accomplished through prayer. In this 

sense, it is true that “prayer changes things,” and it is also true that God uses prayer 

to change our hearts so that our will comes into conformity with His. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 18:1-8 (DDG p. 69; LDR p. 84).

EXPLAIN that Jesus’ overall point with this story about a widow and an unjust 

judge was not about caring for people who were vulnerable on the edges of 

society. The judge is not the hero of the story; instead, the widow was the unlikely 

hero of the parable (DDG p. 69; LDR p. 84). 

ASK: Why should Christians be concerned with justice in the world? 
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NOTES

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week with the daily devotions 

in the Daily Discipleship Guide that follow up on today’s session.

• Send a digital copy of the next session to group members who do not have 

a print copy. 

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.

HIGHLIGHT how God’s character contrasts with that of the unrighteous judge 

in the parable: God really does stand ready and willing to help us (DDG p. 69; 

LDR p. 85). Our persistence in prayer, then, is not something that controls the 

outcome—God is already poised to help. Rather, our persistence continually puts 

our hearts in a posture of prayerful waiting.

CHALLENGE group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission 

questions (DDG p. 70; LDR p. 86). 

ENCOURAGE group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead to 

grow in their appreciation of praying with faith, persistence, and dependence on 

God. ASK group members to share prayer requests and then PRAY. 


