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WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare for your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND a digital copy of the next session in the Daily Discipleship Guide to group 
members who do not have a print copy. Encourage your group members to have this 
session handy for your group’s upcoming online Bible study and the five daily Bible 
readings for the week following your session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Remind group members to follow up your previous online study with the daily 
readings in their Daily Discipleship Guide.

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message 
to your group:

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

Remember to keep up with your daily devotions for Unit 21, Session 4 this week. And consider 
ways to discuss insights and questions with others from the group.

Ever had to grapple with whether or not to be grateful for something? Typically we either think to 
be and express thankfulness or we overlook being thankful entirely. Those two camps illustrate 
some people we will be looking at in the upcoming session for Unit 22, Session 1. We’ll be starting 
a new volume titled “Jesus the Servant.” Just imagine Jesus, the Creator of all there is, coming to 
serve His creatures! If we recognize this about Him and know Him by faith, how could we not be 
thankful? How could we not worship Him? Join with the group as we consider these thoughts, the 
truth revealed in the Scriptures, and what it means to respond to Jesus in faith.

We will meet at (add time) using (name of online tool). Here is the link to our meeting: (add meeting 
ID if your online tool doesn’t do that automatically).

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage(s).

• Listen to The Gospel Project for Adults Weekly Leader Training Podcast. Go to 
gospelproject.com/podcasts for an overview of the main points and key ideas 
from each session.

• Visit The Gospel Project website for additional leader helps at 
gospelproject.com/blog and gospelproject.com/additional-resources.

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult The Gospel Project for Adults Leader Pack and 
Biblical Illustrator for additional ideas and resources.

REMIND your group members early in the week via another email or text message to 
follow up the weekly study with the daily devotions in their Daily Discipleship Guide. 

• Include a quote from a Daily Discipleship Guide devotion, a question, or an insight 
you found helpful to encourage this step of personal discipleship and growth for 
your group members.

HELPFUL LINKS

• The Gospel Project main landing page: gospelproject.com

• Digital version of The Gospel Project: curriculum.lifeway.com

• The Gospel Project leader helps: gospelproject.com/additional-resources

• The Gospel Project podcast: gospelproject.com/podcasts

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://www.gospelproject.com/podcasts/
http://gospelproject.com/blog
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com/podcasts
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group. SHARE some ways we might not 

be as grateful as we think: There is a difference between saying, “Thank you,” 

and being grateful. Sometimes a “thank you” is just the expected thing to say, like 

answering, “Fine,” to those who ask how you are doing. Saying, “Thanks,” can 

simply be the final step in a conversational ritual with little to no thought behind it 

(Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 11; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 7).

ASK: Why do we have conversational rituals that require little to no thought 

behind them?

TRANSITION: With every fiber of our being, we should thank God for everything 

in our lives (1 Thess. 5:18), not merely pay Him lip-service. In this session, we 

will see the difference between offering Jesus lip-service for the salvation 

He provides and the kind of heart that responds to Him in true gratitude and 

saving faith. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 17:11-13 (DDG p. 12; LDR p. 8).

EXPLAIN the social expectations of lepers according to the standards of the 

law of Moses in Leviticus (Lev. 13–14). While leprosy separated those with the 

disease from others, sin has created a greater division—one between us and God 

(DDG p. 12; LDR p. 8).

ASK: What are some ways people experience separation from God and others 

because of sin?

EXPLAIN that new life in Christ begins for us the same way that Jesus’ healing of 

the lepers began for them: calling out to Jesus for rescue. Jesus came not to call 

those who have it all together but those who know they are sinful and in need of a 

Savior (DDG p. 12; LDR p. 9). 
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NOTESSAY: The gospel requires a response. Just as there was no other way of healing 

for the lepers, there is no other way of healing for the sinner. Only Christ’s mercy 

can make us clean. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 17:14-16 (DDG p. 13; LDR p. 10).

EXPLAIN the connection between faith and obedience, as demonstrated in the 

lepers’ healing that took place as they heeded Jesus’ instruction. Obeying Jesus’ 

command in this instance required a prolonged trust in Him (DDG p. 13; LDR p. 10).

ASK: What are some commands in Scripture that require obedience in faith?

HIGHLIGHT that only one of the ten lepers returned to express his gratitude to 

Jesus for being healed. Ten lepers called out for mercy and received it, but only 

one thought to express his gratitude to his healer (DDG p. 13; LDR p. 11).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 17:17-19 (DDG p. 14; LDR p. 12).

EXPLAIN the significance of a Samaritan being the returning former leper 

compared to the rest whom we can presume to be Jewish. That a Samaritan was 

the one to return is shocking and provided Jesus with a meaningful opportunity 

to demonstrate the reason He came. Jesus came to save sinners from their sin, 

and by faith, we receive the salvation Jesus purchased through His death and 

resurrection (DDG p. 14; LDR p. 12-13). 

ASK: Why should a heightened sense of our own unworthiness lead to a 

grateful attitude and worship of God for our salvation in Jesus? 
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NOTES

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week with the daily devotions 

in the Daily Discipleship Guide that follow up on today’s session.

• Send a digital copy of the next session to group members who do not have 

a print copy. 

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 13): “Justification by Faith”: Justification 

refers to the moment when a person is objectively declared righteous before God 

based on the righteousness of Christ’s atoning death (Rom. 8:33-34). This act of 

declaration takes place through faith in Christ and not as a result of human works 

or effort (Eph. 2:8-9). Through justification, a person is made to be in right standing 

before God, changing what was once an estranged and hostile relationship to one of 

adoption into the family of God. 

CHALLENGE group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission 

questions (DDG p. 15; LDR p. 14). 

ENCOURAGE group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead to 

further see how the account about the lepers directs us to express true gratitude 

to Jesus. ASK group members to share prayer requests and then PRAY. 


