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WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare for your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND a digital copy of the next session in the Daily Discipleship Guide to group 
members who do not have a print copy. Encourage your group members to have this 
session handy for your group’s upcoming online Bible study and the five daily Bible 
readings for the week following your session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Remind group members to follow up your previous online study with the daily 
readings in their Daily Discipleship Guide.

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message 
to your group:

Remember to keep up with your daily devotions for Unit 20, Session 3 this week. And consider 
ways to discuss insights and questions with others from the group.

Unit 20, Session 4 of The Gospel Project for Adults is titled “Jesus Calls His Disciples.” Not only 
did Jesus call men to follow Him, He called them to “fish for men”—to share the gospel with others. 
That’s still our calling today, and we have new and unique opportunities to do so as we all face 
COVID-19 together. Remember that you and I are called to tell others about Jesus, just like Jesus’ 
first disciples! 

We will meet at (add time) using (name of online tool). Here is the link to our meeting: (add meeting 
ID if your online tool doesn’t do that automatically).

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage(s).

• Listen to The Gospel Project for Adults Weekly Leader Training Podcast. Go to 
gospelproject.com/podcasts for an overview of the main points and key ideas 
from each session.

• Visit The Gospel Project website for additional leader helps at 
gospelproject.com/blog and gospelproject.com/additional-resources.

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult The Gospel Project for Adults Leader Pack and 
Biblical Illustrator for additional ideas and resources.

REMIND your group members early in the week via another email or text message to 
follow up the weekly study with the daily devotions in their Daily Discipleship Guide. 

• Include a quote from a Daily Discipleship Guide devotion, a question, or an insight 
you found helpful to encourage this step of personal discipleship and growth for 
your group members.

HELPFUL LINKS

• The Gospel Project main landing page: gospelproject.com

• Digital version of The Gospel Project: curriculum.lifeway.com

• The Gospel Project leader helps: gospelproject.com/additional-resources

• The Gospel Project podcast: gospelproject.com/podcasts

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://www.gospelproject.com/podcasts/
http://gospelproject.com/blog
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com/podcasts
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group. ASK: What areas of life come 

to mind when you hear the word “brokenness”? (Daily Discipleship Guide 

[DDG] p. 88; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 97). An easy connection for everyone will be 

the effect upon families and society through the COVID-19 pandemic. 

EXPLAIN briefly, from a Christian perspective, the brokenness in the world and its 

solution: sin is the problem; the gospel is the solution (LDR p. 97). 

TRANSITION: When Jesus called His first disciples in Luke 5, He made it clear 

that His disciples—believers—follow Him as they address the sin problem in 

people and the world by sharing the gospel and inviting sinners to repentance 

and discipleship.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 5:3-7 (DDG p. 89; LDR p. 98).

HIGHLIGHT how Simon Peter exercised faith in Jesus by choosing to obey Jesus’ 

command, even when it didn’t make sense to him as a fisherman. Biblical faith 

supersedes human intuition, logic, and effort but ought not be considered a blind 

leap because we place our trust in God. We trust a God with a perfect résumé, 

a God who keeps His promises, whose character can be trusted and who has 

proven Himself time and time again. He has given us His Son, His Spirit, and His 

Scriptures (DDG p. 89; LDR pp. 98-99).

ASK: In what ways have you experienced God’s call to trust Him when the 

conventional wisdom of the world would say otherwise? 

SHARE YOUR SCREEN with a PDF of Pack Item 10: The Next Step from the 

Leader Pack. Read the Joni Eareckson Tada quote on this poster. Then stop the 

screen share and ASK: What are some reasons we have to take God at His 

Word and by faith take the next step He calls us to? 
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NOTESREAD: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 5:8-11 (DDG p. 90; LDR p. 100).

EXPLAIN Simon Peter’s response of recognizing Jesus as Lord and confessing 

his sin at seeing Jesus’ apparent holiness and demonstrable power in enabling 

these fishermen to catch such a large amount of fish. He felt unworthy to be in 

Jesus’ presence, but Jesus called him to follow and commissioned him anyway 

(DDG p. 90; LDR pp. 100-101).

SAY: Jesus doesn’t call us because of what we bring to the table. Because He is 

holy God made flesh, He knows we do not have what it takes to become fishers 

of people. We are not called based on our skills or good works but instead on the 

basis of who Christ is and what He has already done on our behalf.

ASK: Why should Jesus’ holiness and power cause us to reckon with our own 

sense of sinfulness and insufficiency? 

EMPHASIZE that becoming effective fishers of men doesn’t depend on our own 

sufficiency but on the sufficiency of Christ (DDG p. 90; LDR p. 101).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 5:27-32 (DDG p. 91; LDR p. 102).

HIGHLIGHT Levi’s example of evangelism as a former tax collector turned disciple 

of Jesus: Levi (also known as Matthew) wielded his relationships so non-disciples 

might be invited into a relationship with Jesus and challenged to change with the 

good news of the gospel (DDG p. 91; LDR p. 102). 

ASK: How should Christians approach their relationships with non-Christian 

friends, family members, and acquaintances? 

EXPLAIN: Jesus never sacrificed evangelism for the sake of discipleship, or vice 

versa. He never lost sight of reaching the lost, and neither should we (DDG p. 91; 

LDR p. 103). 
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NOTESFILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 91): “Evangelism”: It is the duty and 

privilege of every Christian and of every church of the Lord Jesus Christ to make 

disciples of all nations. The new birth of a human’s spirit by God’s Holy Spirit means 

the birth of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all thus rests upon a 

spiritual necessity of the regenerate life and is expressly and repeatedly commanded 

in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the preaching of 

the gospel to all nations. It is the duty of every child of God to seek constantly to win 

the lost to Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle.

CHALLENGE group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission 

questions (DDG p. 92; LDR p. 104).

ENCOURAGE group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead to be 

challenged by Jesus’ example and call to discipleship and evangelism. ASK group 

members to share prayer requests and then PRAY. 

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week with the daily devotions 

in the Daily Discipleship Guide that follow up on today’s session.

• Send a digital copy of the next session to group members who do not have 

a print copy. 

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.


