
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2020 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 24, Session 4 
 

Introduction: Show how experiencing majestic things can humble us.   
 
Play this flyover video of the Grand Canyon (6 minutes, 10 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2X4U1mQzoE 
 
Instruct group members to imagine seeing this firsthand through their own eyes.  
Then ask the following questions:   
 

• How does this make you feel? Small and fragile? Amazed? 
• Why do you think it feels good to be humbled through experiences like 

this?  
 

Point 1: Define an all-important concept.  
 
Read the article “What Is God’s Glory”—or, if time allows, play the audio version 
of the interview: https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-gods-glory 
 
Highlight this excerpt of John Piper’s words as taken from the transcript:  
 

… [The] glory of God is the going public of his infinite worth. I define the 
holiness of God as the infinite value of God, the infinite intrinsic worth of 
God. And when that goes public in creation, the heavens are telling the glory 
of God, and human beings are manifesting his glory, because we're created 
in his image, and we're trusting his promises so that we make him look 
gloriously trustworthy. 

 
Raise the following questions to stimulate reflection and discussion:  
 

• Did this article help you to define God’s glory a little better? If so, how?  
• If God’s glory is at the center of everything, how can we pursue glorifying 

God throughout all of life? 
 



Point 2: Undergird the session with a relevant article.  
 
Read over the article “What Was the Transfiguration of Jesus?”: 
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/jesus-christ/what-was-the-transfiguration-of-
jesus.html 
 
Prepare to mention 2-3 details from the article that stood out to you when leading 
group members through this point of the session. Highlight the following excerpt 
in order to ensure that the significance of the transfiguration group members  
 

The point of the Transfiguration was to reinforce the staggering faith of the 
apostles. As Jesus, Peter, James, and John return from the mountain, they 
find the other apostles trying to drive a demon out of a man and unable to do 
so. When they ask why the exorcism won’t work, Jesus says it is because of 
their staggering faith. In the context, what is it that has staggered their faith? 
It was Jesus’ message that He is going to die and that is exactly what the 
Transfiguration is all about. In such an interesting and compelling way, the 
Transfiguration illustrates what a careful, sensitive, creative and resourceful 
teacher Jesus was.  

 
Raise the following questions for further discussion:  
 

• How has your understanding of the purpose of Jesus’ transfiguration 
changed as a result of looking at the passage in this session?  

• What do you think you would have done if you saw the events of the 
transfiguration unfold? Would you respond the way the three disciples did? 

 

Teaching Tip of the Week 
“What are they thinking about?” Every teacher should have this in mind when they 
walk into the classroom. If a teacher thinks their students are always ready to learn 
and fully engage with the lesson, they are naïve. Students might be thinking about 
problems with their family, their job, the beautiful weather, bills, or any number of 
things. The first task of a teacher is to “prime the pump” of learning by getting 
them to want to learn about the subject at hand. The student needs to know in the 
first minute or two the value of the lesson for their lives. If you can’t get them 
engaged early, they probably won’t assimilate the lesson. 
 

 


