
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2020	
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 23, Session 5	
	

Introduction: Provide some historical-cultural background. 	
State something like the following: “In today’s session, Jesus refers to Himself as 
the good shepherd. Before we dig into Scripture, let’s consider the profession of 
shepherding: What do you know about it? What do you know about sheep? Who 
were some famous shepherds in the Bible?”	
	
Share some of the interesting insight you gained from the following article that 
describes the profession of an ancient Hebrew shepherd:	
https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/manners/shepherd-life-the-care-of-sheep-and-
goats.htm	
	
Say something like the following: “By understanding what being a shepherd meant 
to the ancient Israelites, we will obtain a clearer understanding of what Jesus is 
talking about.”	
	

Point 1: Compare Jesus’ words with historical examples. 	
After reading John 10:7-10, but before discussing the passage as a group, say, 
“Jesus tells us in these verses that He is the gate.” 	
	
Show some photos and give a brief description of some of the world’s most 
famous gates from the following website:	
https://www.ranker.com/list/important-gates-in-history/aaron-edwards	
	
Raise the following question for discussion: “Do you think this is the type of gate 
that Jesus was talking about?” (Answer: Of course not. Jesus wasn’t talking about 
an ornamental gate but a functional one.) 	
	
As a group, come up with a realistic description of the type of gate Jesus would 
have brought to mind when He said these words. Encourage group members to 
consider how Jesus is a gate for us.	
	



Point 2: Share stories of self sacrifice. 	
Before delving into Point 2, read a few of the following stories of people who gave 
their lives in sacrifice for others:	
https://historycollection.co/10-of-the-most-heroic-acts-of-self-sacrifice-in-
history/3/	
	
After reading a few of the accounts, raise the following discussion question: “Why 
do stories of people giving their lives for others touch us so deeply?” 	
	
Read aloud Romans 5:8. Then express the following sentences in your own words: 
“It’s one thing to die for one’s family or a military unit—or especially to save 
people we love. It’s something else entirely to die for people who are apathetic at 
best if not hostile toward you.” 	
	

Conclusion: Consider other relevant passages. 	
Ask, “Where else in Scripture do we come across the idea of shepherds and sheep 
in referring to God and His followers?” 	
	
Assign some or all of the passages from the following website to volunteers, each 
reading one passage aloud:	
https://www.openbible.info/labs/cross-references/search?q=1+Peter+2%3A25	
	
Finally, say something like the following: “Today’s reference to Jesus as the 
shepherd would have brought these Old Testament passages to mind for His 
followers. And for us, it ties the New Testament passages back to Jesus.” 
Encourage group members to spend time this week studying the biblical 
relationship between shepherds and sheep and how the Bible draws on this 
relationship as a metaphor. 	
	

Teaching Tip of the Week	
Ask yourself the question “What would an attentive and obedient sheep do in 
response to a shepherd?” Admit to God where you neglect His leadership and 
ongoing kindness in your life, offering your willingness to follow Him each day.	
 

 


