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For use with The Gospel Project Leader Guide and Daily Discipleship Guide



PRAY for your group members and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare for your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND a digital copy of the next session in the Daily Discipleship Guide to group 
members who do not have a print copy. Encourage your group members to have this 
session handy for your group’s upcoming online Bible study and the five daily Bible 
readings for the week following your session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Remind group members to follow up your previous online study with the daily 
readings in their Daily Discipleship Guide.

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message 
to your group:

Remember to keep up with your daily devotions for Unit 20, Session 2 this week. And consider 
ways to discuss insights and questions with others from the group.

This coming week, we’re in The Gospel Project Unit 20, Session 3, a study titled “John Points to 
Jesus.” John the Baptist humbly pointed others to Jesus, the One who laid down His life to give 
life to those who believe. During our current COVID-19 pandemic, it’s a special time that we have 
to do the same—point people to Jesus. We will learn more about living missionally and pointing 
people to the Savior.

We will meet at (add time) using (name of online tool). Here is the link to our meeting: (add meeting 
ID if your online tool doesn’t do that automatically).

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage(s).

• Listen to The Gospel Project for Adults Weekly Leader Training Podcast. Go to 
gospelproject.com/podcasts for an overview of the main points and key ideas 
from each session.

• Visit The Gospel Project website for additional leader helps at 
gospelproject.com/blog and gospelproject.com/additional-resources.

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult The Gospel Project for Adults Leader Pack and 
Biblical Illustrator for additional ideas and resources.

REMIND your group members early in the week via another email or text message to 
follow up the weekly study with the daily devotions in their Daily Discipleship Guide. 

• Include a quote from a Daily Discipleship Guide devotion, a question, or an insight 
you found helpful to encourage this step of personal discipleship and growth for 
your group members.

HELPFUL LINKS

• The Gospel Project main landing page: gospelproject.com

• Digital version of The Gospel Project: curriculum.lifeway.com

• The Gospel Project leader helps: gospelproject.com/additional-resources

• The Gospel Project podcast: gospelproject.com/podcasts

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://www.gospelproject.com/podcasts/
http://gospelproject.com/blog
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
http://gospelproject.com/additional-resources
http://gospelproject.com/podcasts
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group. Comment on the impact of physical 

distancing with respect to weddings; then ASK: What are some aspects and 

symbols used in wedding ceremonies that you have found to be particularly 

meaningful? (Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG] p. 79; Leader Guide [LDR] p. 87). 

TRANSITION: John the Baptist employed two cross-cultural aspects of weddings 

to describe his role in promoting the coming of Jesus. First, almost always, the 

appropriate focus of the wedding is on the bride and groom. Second, the most 

common role of the guests is to celebrate the union of the bride and groom. John 

had an important role, but it wasn’t primary. He was called by God to point people 

to the Messiah, to Jesus. John was a guest at the wedding; Jesus is the groom. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 1:29-34 (DDG p. 80; LDR p. 88).

SAY: We’ll get to of Jesus as the groom in a few minutes, but first, John the Baptist 

pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

EXPLAIN briefly the significance of Jesus’ being the “Lamb of God” in light of the 

Old Testament sacrificial system (DDG p. 80; LDR p. 88).

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 80): “Christ as Sacrifice”: There are 

several signs, symbols, and pointers in the Old Testament that foreshadowed 

Christ as being the sacrificial Lamb of God who would take away the sins of 

the world. However, unlike the sacrificial system of the Old Testament, whose 

sacrifices were unable to take away sin (Heb. 10:4), Christ’s sacrifice on the cross 

was able to permanently, “once and for all,” take away sins. 

ASK: How does the Old Testament sacrificial system help us understand the 

penalty of sin and the necessity of Jesus’ death? 
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NOTESREAD: Ask a volunteer to read John 3:25-30 (DDG p. 81; LDR p. 90). Note that in 

this passage we get the metaphor of Jesus as the groom. 

READ the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 81): John’s response to his disciples 

indicates that he not only recognized that Jesus is the groom but he also took 

great delight in the groom and was honored to be His forerunner. John wasn’t 

struggling with feeling like he needed to defend his platform or his pride; he 

recognized who Jesus is and it led him to rejoice that he got to know Jesus and to 

play an important role in the incredible story that is redemption.

ASK: What are some reasons we may struggle to make much of Christ and 

less of ourselves? 

EXPLAIN this truth that John the Baptist exemplified: True worship of Jesus 

prompts us to promote Jesus, not ourselves (DDG p. 81; LDR p. 91). 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the essential 

Christian doctrine call-out in their DDG (p. 81): “Bride of Christ”: The church 

is described as the bride of Christ, faithfully waiting for the day when Christ 

will return and heaven and earth will be one. Made up of all believers from all 

tongues and nations, the church is the bride that Christ redeemed. The picture 

of a bride also speaks to the permanence of Christ’s relationship with the church, 

for marriage was intended by God to be a lasting covenant between a man and 

a woman (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:5). 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 3:31-36 (DDG p. 82; LDR p. 92).

HIGHLIGHT John 3:36 is a “gospel summary” verse, teaching not only that Jesus 

gives eternal life to those who believe in Him but also the converse, that those 

who reject Him remain in God’s wrath (DDG p. 82; LDR p. 92). 

ASK: Why must we communicate that hearing the gospel comes with the 

need for a response? 
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NOTESEXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 82) to make clear that the 

Bible presents two options in terms of our response to Christ: eternal life or eternal 

judgment (LDR p. 93).

SAY: Whoever rejects Jesus will not see life and already has God’s wrath abiding 

on him, but whoever believes in Jesus already has eternal life and gets to share in 

the great privilege of pointing others to Christ and the abundant life He offers.

CHALLENGE group members to reflect on and respond to the My Mission 

questions (DDG p. 83; LDR p. 94).

ENCOURAGE group members to use the daily devotions in the week ahead to 

go deeper into John the Baptist’s ministry of pointing others to Jesus. ASK group 

members to share prayer requests and then PRAY. 

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week with the daily devotions 

in the Daily Discipleship Guide that follow up on today’s session.

• Send a digital copy of the next session to group members who do not have 

a print copy. 

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.


