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Point 1: Engage group by highlighting passages about half-hearted worship.  
 
The people of God had lost their fear of Him. Malachi issued the warning from 
God that He was not pleased with their worship. Instruct group members to read 
aloud some other passages from about halfhearted worship:  
 

• 2 Kings 10:31 
• 2 Chronicles 20:33 
• 2 Chronicles 25:2 
• Jeremiah 3:10 
• Hosea 10:2 
• Revelation 2:4-5 

 
In each of these passages, we see the people of God only came so far, while still 
holding on to their old way of life and thinking. God expects our whole heart and 
all of our worship. Then raise the following questions for discussion: “How are the 
examples noted in the se passages similar to what was happening in Malachi 1:6-
10? How are we like God’s people in Malachi?” 
 
 
Point 2: Encourage your group with a testimony on tithing.  
 
Before the session, find someone willing to share his or her testimony concerning 
the area of tithing. The testimony can be a person in your group or someone 
outside of your group who has seen God’s faithfulness demonstrated in giving. 
Enlist 1-2 people from your church or group to share how becoming someone who 
gives financially has changed their lives. Ask them to be ready to share specific 
ways that tithing has affected their family, their relationships, their budget, and 
their outlook on money and material possessions.  
 
 
Point 3: Explore the nature of faith with a movie clip.  
 
Say something like the following: “In Malachi 3:13-15, God warns His people of 
having no faith in their living. In the passage, the people are finding it useless to 



serve God because they feel they have gained nothing by keeping His 
requirements. They have forgotten the blessings of the past and don’t want to wait 
on the blessings of the future. We likewise are tempted to have no faith.”   
 
Show the video clip “Faith” (1 minute, 40 seconds) from the movie Miracles from 
Heaven: https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/miracles-from-heaven/faith  
 
In this scene Pastor Scott speaks with Christy about why she stopped coming to 
church. Express the following in your own words: “Christy was struggling with 
trusting God when her daughter suffered an illness that changed the course of her 
life.” Then ask, “Has your faith ever waned in time of suffering?”  
 
 
Conclusion: Close with a heart examination.  
 
Allow group members time to examine their hearts. In closing your meeting time, 
lead group members to write a prayer asking for God’s forgiveness. Provide the 
following instructions: “Let’s take a few minutes to write a prayer seeking God’s 
forgiveness for our halfhearted worship, our mistrust in giving, and our lack of 
faith.”  
 
After a few minutes, conclude your meeting by reading Revelation 21:5, reminding 
the group that God promises that through Christ He is in the process of “making 
everything new.”  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Take time this week and examine how you worship. The leader sets the bar for 
where your group will apply the session content. Make sure you are faithfully 
leading, serving, and empowering others through the truth of God’s Word.  
 
Use this an opportunity to evaluate your relationship and give testimony to your 
group of what the Lord is doing in your life. Ask the Lord to help you hunger and 
thirst for righteousness: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled” (Matt. 5:6).  


