
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2019-20  
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 18, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Engage your group by emphasizing the theme.  
 
Lead into the discussion with the following questions and remarks: “What is the 
meaning of the well-known saying ‘Don’t judge a book by its cover’? In light of 
this, what would people say about you if they knew what was behind your cover?  
Do you look good on the outside but ripped and torn on the inside? This is what the 
people of God looked like: they were starting to make changes by rebuilding their 
wall, but their hearts were still broken and sinful.” 
 
 
Point 1: Engage the group by discussing the primacy of God’s Word.  
 
Put the following into your own words: “Nehemiah 7:66 says that more than 
42,000 men, women, and children gathered that day to hear God’s law read. Ezra 
read from daybreak until noon and all could listen with understanding.”  
 
Then instruct someone in your group to read Isaiah 55:11:   
 

So my word that comes from my mouth 
will not return to me empty, 
but it will accomplish what I please 
and will prosper in what I send it to do.  

 
Finally, ask the following questions:  
 

• What does this passage mean?  
• How can we relate it to what is happening in Nehemiah 7:73b–8:6?  
• What would the turnout be for a morning of reading the Bible from daybreak 

until noon in our church or community? 
• Do we have the same reverence for Scripture as this group did? Explain your 

answer.  
 
 



Point 3: Challenge the group to find Christian accountability.  
 
State the following: “The people in Nehemiah committed themselves with a sworn 
oath. The goal was obedience and they recognized they needed each other to 
remain faithful.” 
 
Read and discuss the article “What Makes a Good Accountability Partner?”: 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/erik-raymond/makes-good-
accountability-partner/ 
 
Make a special effort to mention the “seven C’s” that make for a good 
accountability partner:  
 

1) Converted 
2) Commitment  
3) Conviction  
4) Character  
5) Courage  
6) Clarity  
7) Compassion 

 
 
Conclusion: Encourage the group with a closing song.  
 
Close the lesson by listening to a song, “The Word of God Has Spoken” by Travis 
Cottrell (4 minutes, 26 seconds), and allow the group to mediate on its truth: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_l-B4ZhLJ0 
 
If useful, make copies of the lyrics so that group members can follow along: 
https://genius.com/Travis-cottrell-the-word-of-god-has-spoken-lyrics 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Keep your group environment exciting. Try to do something new every time you 
come together. There are many different types of learner in each group, so it is 
important to try new techniques. Ways to change your group week to week might 
include the following: room and furniture arrangement, music, dialogue and Q&A, 
use of drama, lecture, group discussion, testimonies, and meeting location.  
 


