
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2019-20 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 17, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Highlight the relationship between presence and obedience.  
 
Show the following video highlighting a man with a pack of highly-trained 
dogs (3 minutes, 5 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cbtkoo3zAyI 
 
Ask, “Why do you think these dogs are so ready to listen carefully and 
obey?” Point back to the relationship that the man has with his dogs: he is 
part of their everyday life and spends many hours a day with them. 
 
Read aloud the first sentence from the Summary and Goal (page 90): “In this 
session we will consider how God’s promise of His presence is a primary 
motivator to obedience.” Explain that like the man and the dogs, we will see 
from these passages in the Book of Haggai that God’s presence with His 
people leads to their obedience. 
 
 
Point 1: Discuss the logic of confrontation.  
 
Before studying Haggai 1:2-6, raise the following questions:  
 

• Have you ever had to confront someone?  
• What approach did you take?  

 
Instruct group members to share a time when you had to approach a family 
member or a coworker and whether or not he or she responded as you hoped. 
Be prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start the conversation.  
 
Share some points from the following article instructing how to confront 
someone effectively: https://www.inc.com/john-brandon/how-to-confront-
someone-in-5-easy-steps.html 
 
As a group, discuss different aspects that go into effective communication in 
confronting. 
 



Ask, “What’s the difference between our confronting someone over a 
shortcoming and God’s confronting someone over a sin?” Draw the 
conclusion that God has the right according to His authority, power, and 
holiness to confront our sin boldly. Explain that we in response should be 
ready to repent and obey when confronted in our sin. 
 
 
Point 3: Reflect on the significance of God’s glory.   
 
After discussing Haggai 2:6-9, re-read the phrase from verse 7 in which God 
says, “I will fill this house with glory.”  
 
Then raise the following questions for discussion:  
 

• What is God’s glory? 
• What does it mean for something to be “filled” with God’s glory? 

 
Share the following 16 verses that contain both the word “filled” and the 
word “glory”: 
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=filled+glory&qs_
version=CSB 
 
Engage group members in discussing what we can observe from these 
passages about God’s glory and what happens when it fills something. Ask, 
“What is a church like when it is filled with God’s glory? What is a person 
like when he or she is filled with God’s glory?” 
 
 
Conclusion: Emphasize God’s priorities.  
 
Say something like the following: “We see in these passages from Haggai 
that there are things God finds important. As followers of Jesus, we should 
want those things to be our important things as well.”  
 
Lead a group discussion on “important things” versus “urgent things.” Be 
ready to share the information as well as the image of “The Eisenhower 
Box” matrix from the following article: 
https://observer.com/2017/03/urgent-vs-important-the-simplest-way-to-stay-
productive-and-do-the-right-work/ 
 



Encourage group members to spend time in prayer this week, asking God to 
reveal to them the things He prioritizes and the extent to which their lives 
accord with His priorities. Encourage them to walk in faith to pursue the 
important things that God prioritizes rather than living in a constant state of 
handling the urgent things.  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Though it might seem condemning, today’s passage points to a freedom: 
God’s people can know and experience the presence of the Lord when they 
walk in obedience. Be sure to encourage and edify your group members in 
their ongoing obedience rather than merely leaving them to feel guilty for 
the things they haven’t done.  
 


