
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2019-20 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 16, Session 2 
 
 
Introduction: Consider a key theme.  
 
Say something like the following: “Today we’re going to be looking at how 
pride changed King Nebuchadnezzar’s life.” Then encourage group 
members to reflect on a key theme of the session, namely, pride, by posing 
the following questions:  
 

• How has your pride affected you?  
• How has someone else’s pride changed your opinion of them? 

 
After discussing the concept of pride and its effects, read aloud some or all 
of the article, “The Problem of Pride,” by John Maxwell: 
https://www.johnmaxwell.com/blog/the-problem-of-pride/ 
 
 
Point 1: Help group members discern how pride affects leadership.  
 
After discussing Daniel 4:29-30, say, “We probably think it’s pretty easy to 
see the pride that King Nebuchadnezzar had. However, we’re usually not as 
good at identifying the pride in our own lives.” Explain that every adult is 
expected to be a leader in some capacity, whether at work, home, church, or 
in their community.  
 
Share some of the ideas about identifying arrogant leaders from the article 
“7 Ways to Identify Humility vs. Arrogance in Leadership”: 
https://careylohrenz.com/7-ways-to-identify-humility-vs-arrogance-in-
leadership/ 
 
Encourage group members to consider their positions of authority and 
whether their actions reveal they are arrogant or humble. 
 
 
Point 2: Illustrate pride and humility with biblical examples.   
 
After discussing Daniel 4:31-33, ask, “Who are some other examples of 
prideful people in the Bible? Whom do we know as being humble in the 



Bible?” Give some of the examples found in the following article, “Pride 
and Humility”: 
http://www.cslewisinstitute.org/Pride_and_Humility_SinglePage 
 
Say something like the following: “Just as these men and women in 
Scripture were known for their pride or for their humility, so are we, for 
good or ill.”  
 
Point back to Nebuchadnezzar: though he had recognized the power of God 
in the fiery furnace, he had not yielded to God’s command against pride. 
Encourage learners to analyze their own lives and faith for signs of pride.  
 
 
Conclusion: Promote humility with a video.  
 
Invite group members to read the following aloud: Proverbs 11:2; Isaiah 
2:12; and James 4:6,10. As a group, discuss the command to not pride and 
why God speaks strongly against pride in His followers.  
 
Show the following video with John Piper, “Beg God for the Miracle of 
Humility” (2 minutes, 8 seconds), which will encourage group members to 
seek God’s help in choosing humility: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mksq5hgnZdo 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Spend the days leading up to the group meeting for this session assession 
your own life for the presence of pride—in your thoughts, words, actions, 
attitudes, and relationships. Be ready to share what you discovered about 
your own pride and how seeing it changed how you prayed and how you 
interacted with others. 
 


