
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2019-20 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Christmas Session 
 
 
Introduction: Contrast God’s promises with human promises.   
 
Share with group members the photos and quotes from following article that 
lists ten famous presidential promises: 
https://www.cnn.com/2012/08/22/politics/gallery/presidential-
promises/index.html 
 
Say, “You may remember some of these; you may remember others, too.” 
Then share a time in your own life when someone made you a promise and 
came through on it. Note how that person’s fulfilled promise affected you. 
Invite a few volunteers to share fulfilled promises in their own lives. 
 
Say, “Today we’re going to look at God’s fulfillment of the greatest promise 
ever: the promise of a Messiah.”  
 
 
Point 1: Engage with concrete promises in the Old Testament.  
 
Discuss the question included in the Leader (page 45) and DDG (page 39) 
“What are some ways the Old Testament foreshadows the miraculous birth 
of Christ?”  
 
After providing time for group members to recall some messianic prophecies 
on their own, supplement their contributions with content from the following 
articles: 
 

• “The Promise of the Messiah” by Walter C. Kaiser Jr.: 
https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/november-2006/the-
promise-of-the-messiah/ 

• “Prophecies Concerning Christ”: https://bible.org/seriespage/chapter-
five-prophecies-concerning-christ (See especially the table near the 
bottom of the webpage.) 

 
Say something like the following: “Matthew was writing primarily with a 
Jewish audience in view; these men and women knew the Old Testament 
promises.”  



Encourage group members to continually glean from God’s promises in the 
Old and New Testaments in order to know Him better and have faith in His 
promises. 
 
 
Point 2: Elaborate on the significance of “Immanuel.”   
 
After discussing Matthew 1:22-23, point group members to the end of verse 
23, which reads, “they will name him Immanuel, which is translated ‘God is 
with us.’ ” Then say something like the following: “We, as those living in 
2019, have access to God through the Holy Spirit. But for the Jews who had 
known God since the time of Abraham and had heard His stories for nearly 
two millennia, this news was world-shaking.” 
 
In order to lend further perspective on the subject, share from the following 
entry about the theme of God’s presence as presented throughout the Bible: 
https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/p/presence-of-god.html 
 
Engage group members in discussing the significance of God’s presence 
coming to earth in human flesh. Allot time for them to praise God for His 
perfect plan.  
 
 
Conclusion: Use a video to fill out comprehension.  
 
Tie together group members’ understanding of the concept of Messiah—
from Genesis until Revelation—by showing the following video “Messiah” 
(5 minutes, 47 minutes): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dEh25pduQ8 
 
Make the following statement: “The birth of the Messiah changed 
everything; it brought new hope to the world, Jesus’ coming showing the 
concrete revelation of and path to God.” Challenge your group members to 
consider the ways in which Jesus the Messiah has changed their lives.  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Don’t gloss over these truths that might seem familiar. Ask God to bring 
these truths to your heart afresh, and ask Him to give you the insight and 
passion to present it afresh in your teaching. 


