
 

The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2019 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 12, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Make connections with contemporary culture.  
 
Say something like the following: “In a lot of cities experiencing suburban sprawl, 
communities seeking to attract the growing middle class are developing larger 
homes that are known by the nickname ‘McMansions’ because of their quick 
construction and relatively poor quality.” 
 
Then ask, “When we see these communities, do they inspire awe and wonder?” 
Allow time for 2-3 responses.  
 
Then put the following sentences into your own words: “What about when you 
tour a home like the White House? It’s not just the size of the home, but the 
message its architecture sends in its design, layout, and overall appearance. 
Beyond the appearance, it’s the resident that makes the White House so special.” 
 
For more information about “McMansions,” review the article at the following 
URL: https://www.businessinsider.com/ugliest-mcmansions-in-america-2016-10 
 
 
Point 1: Illustrate the point with a scene from a movie.  
 
Show the video clip “Prince Edward Joust” (1 minute, 48 seconds) from the movie 
A Knight’s Tale: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfvQo3gpuLE  
 
In this scene, the Prince of Wales is disguised as a knight to compete in a jousting 
tournament. Despite knowing this, the main character, William, still rides out with 
his lance. After watching the clip, ask these questions: 
 

1) Why did Will’s friends want him to withdraw rather than fight? 
2) When do we treat certain people with the same kind of honor as the prince is 

shown? How does that compare to the presence of God? 
3) What fitting analogies can we draw between the prince being dressed as a 

knight and the presence of God in the temple? 
 
 
 



 

Point 2: Use the Think-Pair-Share technique.  
 
One of the classic hymns is “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” Hand out copies of the 
lyrics from the first two verses (see below) and then ask the class to think about 
the lyrics and how God has been faithful in their lives. [Option: While they’re 
thinking, you can play the hymn: https://www.desiringgod.org/great-is-thy-
faithfulness] 
 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not. 
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Instruct them to pair with the person to their left or right who isn’t their spouse 
and talk about the ways God has been faithful. Then, after reconvening as a larger 
group, ask 2-3 people to share what they talked about in their respective pairs.  
 
 
Point 3: Emphasize our responsibility in God’s mission.  
 
In the article “Shake Us Up, God,” Bob Lepine talks about the beginning point of a 
spiritual awakening: us. He writes:  
 

I believe our nation is in need of a spiritual awakening, and that this 
awakening needs to begin with those of us who cry out to God as our Father. 
… The next time we cry out to God to bring a spiritual awakening and to 
heal our land, keep in mind that we must be ready for God to start that 
awakening in us—in our lives, in our families, and in our church. 

 
Put forward the following conclusion for the group: “As God’s people, we are the 
ones who advance His mission by the power of His Spirit. We cannot expect to see 
our communities, cities, schools, and country changed for Jesus if we’re not 
experiencing that change in our own lives.”  
 



 

For a 2-3 minutes, spend some time in silent prayer allowing group members to 
reflect on their lives. 
 
[Source: Bob Levin, “Shake Us Up, God,” True Woman, July 4, 2013, 
https://www.reviveourhearts.com/true-woman/blog/shake-us-up-god/.] 
 
 
Conclusion: Draw from the New Testament for application.  
 
Ask a volunteer read 1 Corinthians 6:19. Then put the following paragraph into 
your own words:  
 

This is a verse we often refer to when talking about sexual purity (or to make 
sure we eat right and exercise, or to talk about taking care of our bodies). 
But more so, the verse is a reminder that as Christians, the Holy Spirit has 
taken up residence in us. We become “walking temples” of God. Wherever 
we go, whenever we gather together with other Christians, we’re in the 
presence of God. In doing so, we carry the presence of God where we go, we 
testify by our lives to the faithfulness of God, and we leverage our lives for 
the sake of mission. 

 
Ask your group members how they can live as “walking temples” during the 
upcoming week. Allow time for 2-3 volunteers to share. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
The vehicle God has given for the advance of His mission of redemption is the 
local church—including your local church. In thinking about the session and how 
you can live out its main message, make it a point to prioritize talking about 
serving in, through, and with the local church. If group members haven’t already, 
encourage them each to find a place to serve in the local church based on the needs 
of their church and in view of their gifts and abilities. 
 


