
 

The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2019 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 12, Session 1 
 
 
Point 1: Engage their thinking with the Think-Pair-Share technique.  
 
Even though it’s summer, chances are that kids will already be thinking about their 
Christmas wish list. They’re thinking about the toy, game, or bike that will blow 
them away. We all did the same thing as kids. We wrote letters, asked our parents, 
did more chores, and woke up early on Christmas morning, sometimes getting what 
we thought our hearts wanted. 
 
Say something like the following: “Think about what you wanted as a child that 
you thought would be amazing but ended up being a disappointment. Now pair up 
with someone on your left or right who isn’t your spouse and talk about that gift.” 
(Pause for 60-90 seconds.) Allow 2-3 pairs to share what their gifts were, and why 
they were a letdown. 
 
Then put the following into your words: “Even though we could be let down by 
something we asked for Christmas, we know that when we ask God for a good gift, 
it is never a disappointment.” 
 
 
Point 2: Get them thinking about the difference between knowledge and wisdom. 
 
Read the first two paragraphs from the Bethany Jenkins article “Pursuing Wisdom 
in an Age of Information”:  
 

Our access to information is increasing exponentially. By 2016, we won’t be 
describing bytes as mega and giga, but as exa and zetta. To put this growth 
in perspective, Cisco Systems illustrates, “If the 11-ounce coffee on your 
desk equals one gigabyte, a zettabyte would have the same volume as the 
Great Wall of China.” This glut of information will make us smarter, better 
decision-makers. Right? 
 
Lack of information is rarely our problem. In fact, in the Digital Age, we 
usually have too much information, not too little. We often lack the 
necessary skills to process the information we already have—that is, we lack 
wisdom. As T. S. Eliot prophetically asked in 1934, “Where is the wisdom 



 

we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost in 
information?” 
 

Then ask the following questions:  
 

1) What is the difference between wisdom and knowledge? 
2) How can we filter what we’re bombarded with through a biblical lens? 
3) When is more knowledge not always helpful? 

 
 
[Source: Bethany Jenkins, “Pursuing Wisdom in an Age of Information,” The 
Gospel Coalition, August 4, 2014, 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/pursuing-wisdom-in-an-age-of-
information/.] 
 
 
Point 3: Discuss the exercise of wisdom.  
 
The exercise of wisdom is the discerning, or dividing, of truth from fiction. 
 
A game called “Two Truths and a Lie” is a way to have a little fun and see how 
well your group can discern truth from fiction. In order to play, each person will 
take turns telling two true things about themselves and one thing about themselves 
that isn’t true. The rest of the group has to guess what the lie is. Take a few turns, 
and as the teacher or leader, be ready to take a couple turns if needed. 
 
Then say something like the following: “Sometimes it was pretty easy to tell what 
was true and what wasn’t. (Give a specific example.) As Christians, it’s important 
for us to look to God’s Word to help us understand what’s true and what’s fiction. 
That’s why it’s so important for us to not only know the Word but also to apply the 
Word (see Jas. 1:22).” 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge for application.  
 
Encourage your group to build relationships across generations. If your group 
mostly consists of younger people, point them to older men or women in the 
church so they can learn from them. Many times, senior adults have been 
Christians longer than young adults have been alive. Likewise, if your group has 
older members, encourage them to develop relationships with younger men or 



 

women. One of the myths of churches is that some people are too old to contribute. 
But Proverbs 16:31 reminds us, “Gray hair is a glorious crown; it is found in the 
ways of righteousness.” 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
For almost all of us, wisdom doesn’t come in an instant like it did for Solomon. It 
comes instead through trial and (a lot of) error. As a teacher or leader, don’t be 
afraid to bring into the session examples from your life of how you have learned 
wisdom through experience. Personalize the session because it will help you 
connect with your group. 
 


