
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2019 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 11, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Illustrate with “apparent” good ideas.  
 
Before your group meets, consider a time when you had an idea that seemed 
like a great plan, only to find out later that it was not one of your best ideas. 
 
Show some of the photos from the “not so great” ideas at the following 
website: https://www.awesomeinventions.com/silly-ideas/ 
 
State the following into your own words in order to make the transition to 
the session content: “In this session’s passage, we’re going to look at 
David’s idea: to build a temple for God. He thought it was a great idea, but it 
didn’t line up with God’s plan.” 
 
 
Point 1: Talk about God’s wise plans for us.  
 
After reading and discussing the Scripture passage in Point 1, ask, “What did 
your life plan look like to you when you were 18 years old? How many of 
you lived out the exact life plan you had when you were younger?” Discuss 
the fact that God’s plan for our lives is always best, and looking back, we 
often thank Him when our lives did not turn out as we expected. 
 
Read aloud to your group all or some of the following article concerning 
God’s plan for our individual lives: https://justbetweenus.org/life/finding-
purpose/christian-faith-god-has-a-plan-for-you/ 
 
Then ask the following questions:  
 

• Do you think David struggled to trust God with his life plan? Why or 
why not?  

 
• How might we struggle to trust God with our lives? 

 
 



Point 2: Illustrate temporality with an old house.   
 
Before discussing Point 2, share some of the photos and information about 
Saltford Manor in England: 
https://www.thevintagenews.com/2017/09/13/saltford-manor-its-believed-
to-be-the-oldest-continuously-inhabited-private-house-in-england/ 
 
Discuss the changes, damages, and improvements made to this extremely 
old house. Introduce Point 2 by saying something like the following: 
“David’s plans to build a temple—or house for God—would have been 
temporary. But God had a plan that would last much longer.”  
 
Encourage group members to consider how their current plans for the future 
take into view God’s eternal plans for the world and for His people.  
 
 
Conclusion: Close with a video clip.  
 
After discussing “My Mission” at the end of the session, show the following 
clip of Francis Chan teaching how to keep an eternal perspective (4 minutes, 
27 seconds): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIi7GDJ3-W0 
 
Then ask the question “How can we live our lives today with a true focus on 
eternity?” 
  
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
We can relate with David in the account given in this session; sometimes we 
have great plans for our lives that don’t happen. Be sure to acknowledge that 
sadness is appropriate for a time when things don’t go as we planned. Help 
group members understand that faith does not negate sadness; being sad over 
a changed plan creates space for hope and faith. 
 


