
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2019 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 10, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Consider the good and bad of kings.  
 
Engage group members by leading them to name aloud the names of kings 
from some of their favorite movies. When a volunteer lists a name, ask him 
or her to also describe the positive and negative qualities of that given king.  
 
If you need a few examples to help group members get started, consider the 
following list, “The Greatest Fictional Kings”: 
https://www.ranker.com/list/greatest-fictional-kings/ranker-characters 
 
Transition into the session content by saying something like the following: 
“Like the other kings we listed, today’s session looks honestly at the good 
and bad of Israel’s first king.” 
 
 
Point 1: Highlight our need for prayer and guidance.  
 
While discussing the passage of Scripture in Point 1, point out the following 
sentence in 1 Samuel 8:6: “Samuel considered their demand wrong, so he 
prayed to the LORD” (CSB). 
 
State something like the following: “There are many times when we are in a 
position of leadership or influence and we think we know what is best. 
However, we are always in need of God’s guidance.”  
 
Point out that Samuel—although he had been leading God’s people for 
years—was given instruction and guidance from the Lord when he prayed. 
Then call for several volunteers to read aloud the following passages that 
speak to our need for God-given guidance: 
 

• Jeremiah 10:23 
• Proverbs 14:12 
• Psalm 37:23 
• Psalm 119:133 
• John 10:27 



 
 
If possible, provide group members with a physical list of these passages or 
write the verse references on a marker board or large sheet of paper.  
 
 
Point 2: Reflect on the relationship between patience and trust.    
 
Before looking closely at the passage in Point 2, show the following video of 
impatient pets (3 minutes, 14 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDaMOE5zjZY 
 
Put the following into your own words: “Impatience is cute when we see it 
in dogs, chickens, and ostriches. But it’s not so amusing when people 
express their impatience, particularly people who are leading others.”  
 
Engage group members in discussing areas in which they struggle with 
waiting, particularly with respect to waiting on God. Allow this discussion 
about personal application lead into the study of the point’s passage, 1 
Samuel 13:6-9,13-14.  
 
 
Conclusion: Stress that God is master over our callings.  
 
Say something like the following: “Saul was ordained as king by God, but 
we never get the impression that he saw God as his Lord.” Then show the 
following video clip,  “One Acts of Random Kindness” (2 minutes), from 
Evan Almighty in which the main character talks with God: 
 
https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/evan-almighty/one-act-of-random-
kindness 
 
Following the video, make the following comment: “We tend to see the 
flaws in Saul, but they’re some of the same flaws we should see in ourselves 
and in the main character, Evan, in this movie: we don’t recognize our 
calling from God, we’re afraid to commit, and we don’t obey.”  
 
Encourage group members to pray through their own calling and obedience 
this week. 
 



 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Believers often connect the passages discussed in this session to poor 
governmental authorities. Don’t let this session become primarily about 
contemporary politics. Instead, make it personal by clearly emphasizing that 
we, like Saul, fall short of God’s calling on our lives. 
 
 
 


