
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2019 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 10, Session 2 
 
 
Introduction: Point out the function of symbols.  
 
If you have a personal story where your child or grandchild recognized a 
restaurant’s logo well before he or she could read, share that with the group. 
If not, ask for volunteers to recount a similar situation. 
 
For fun, using a computer, tablet, or phone, engage group members in 
recognizing the following restaurants by their symbols, as shown on this 
website: https://www.sporcle.com/games/BanjoZebra/restaurant-logos 
 
Say something like the following: “There are many instances in life where 
we look to a symbol rather than to the actual thing.” Challenge group 
members to consider different examples of this, such as a blue cross for a 
hospital, a brown road sign for a state or national park, etc. 
 
Transition to the beginning of the session content by saying, “We’re going to 
see today that there is danger in looking to a symbol of God’s presence 
rather than seeking God Himself.” 
 
 
Point 1: Emphasize how the ark stands for God’s presence and power.  
 
After discussing the passage of Scripture from Point 1, ask the following 
questions:  
 

• What impression do people today have of the ark of the covenant? 
• Which should shape our understanding of the ark: the Bible or other 

portrayals? 
 
Say something like the following: “Many of us might remember the 
importance of the ark of the covenant in the plot of Raiders of the Lost Ark 
and how the movie portrayed its power.” Then show the following clip 
where characters from the from the movie discuss the ark and its 
significance (5 minutes, 3 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfUkwCvXHEo 
 



Point out that, though this movie is fiction and doesn’t rightly represent the 
God of Israel or accurately communicate details about the ark, the point of 
the session remains evident in the scene but lost on the characters in the 
scene: people confuse the symbol of God’s power with His power. 
 
 
Point 3: Discuss our need to revere God’s holiness.  
 
Put the following question before the group: “Has anyone ever had a painful 
or fearful experience with wildlife because they did not respect that animal 
or plant’s natural defenses?” Ask for a few volunteers to share from their 
experience.  
 
Read aloud some of the tips for respecting wildlife found in this article: 
https://lnt.org/why/7-principles/respect-wildlife/ 
 
State something like the following: “We who know the Lord understand that 
He is good, loving, and patient. But there are other qualities we sometimes 
don’t acknowledge: He is the holy, righteous, and ultimate Judge.” Then 
raise the following question for open discussion: “How can we commune 
with God while still respecting His holiness?” 
 
 
Conclusion: Draw attention to our identity as God’s temple.  
 
As a group, discuss the information found in “My Mission.” Invite a 
volunteer from the group to read aloud 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19-20; and 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18. Challenge group members to keep the truth that they 
are God’s temple, corporately and individually, in front of them throughout 
the week. Challenge them to think about constructive and creative ways they 
can do so, such as saving an image of a physical temple on their phones.  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Ask God to help you identify ways in your own life that you attempt to 
access God’s power without His presence and authority. Confess those 
instances to God and be prepared to share some of them during group time if 
appropriate.  


