
**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document 
to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the 
Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.**

Unit 8, Session 1: Crossing the Jordan
TWEETS

God went ahead of Joshua and the Israelites into the promised land. He showed His 
power to them so they would trust in Him. When Jesus came to earth, He showed His 
power so people would trust in Him and be saved from sin. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 243 Characters)

God held back the Jordan River for His people to cross. God went ahead of Joshua and 
the Israelites into the promised land. He showed His power to them so they would trust 
in Him. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 201 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
God went ahead of Joshua and the Israelites into the promised land. He showed His 
power to them so they would trust in Him. When Jesus came to earth, He showed His 
power so people would trust in Him and be saved from sin.

E-MAIL
Unit 8, Session 1: Crossing the Jordan

Dear Parents,

Thank you for choosing to use the Gospel Project for Kids. You and your children have 
been learning about the Israelites’ wandering in the wilderness. Forty years later, it was 
time for the next generation to enter the land. Only one geographical barrier separated 
the Israelites from the promised land of Canaan: the Jordan River. When the Israelites 
arrived, the Jordan River was flooded due to spring rains and snowmelt. Any other time, 
the river would have been manageable, but crossing the swollen river would have been 
as daunting as crossing the Red Sea. (See Josh. 4:23.)

The Israelites had mourned Moses’ death for 30 days (Deut. 34:8), but now this new 
generation looked to Joshua to lead them into the promised land. God had chosen 
Joshua and promised to be with him. Joshua prepared the people to cross the Jordan 
River, and they agreed to obey him as they obeyed Moses. 

God gave Joshua a promise and a command. First, He promised to go before them and 
drive out all the people of the land. Then God commanded him to tell the priests to carry 
the ark of the LORD (a symbol of God’s powerful presence) into the waters of the 
Jordan. Then the waters of the river would be cut off from flowing, and the waters 
coming down from above would stand in one heap. When this happened, all of Israel 



would know that God was with Joshua.

All of the people passed over on dry ground. Joshua set up 12 memorial stones as a 
reminder of God’s faithfulness in bringing Israel safely across the Jordan into the 
promised land.

The Israelites could do nothing apart from God. He was with them, and He was going to 
fight for them. In John 15:5, Jesus said, “You can do nothing without me.” 

As you go through this week, emphasize with your kids that God was still at work with 
His people. God went ahead of Joshua and the Israelites into the promised land. 
He showed His power to them so they would trust in Him. When Jesus came to 
earth, He showed His power so people would trust in Him and be saved from sin. 
The cross is our reminder of what Jesus has done for us: a miraculous saving we 
could never do for ourselves.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
! Babies and Toddlers

○ God is always with us.
○ God promised to be with Joshua.
○ God made the Jordan River stop.
○ The people set up stones to remember what God had done.

! Preschool
○ How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him and obeying 

Him. 
○ God led His people through the Jordan River on dry ground.

! Kids
○ How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him and obeying 

Him. 
○ God held back the Jordan River for His people to cross.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
! Deuteronomy 31:8 (Deuteronomy 31:8a for Babies and Toddlers)

NEXT WEEK 
! “The Battle of Jericho” (Joshua 2; 6)



Unit 8, Session 2: The Battle of Jericho
TWEETS

By faith Rahab asked the spies to show mercy to her family and keep them safe. Rahab 
and her family received mercy and became part of God’s people. Everyone who trusts in 
Jesus receives mercy and becomes part of God’s family forever. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 255 Characters)

By faith Rahab believed God would win the battle, and she asked the spies to show 
mercy to her family and keep them safe. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab 
and her family received mercy and became part of God’s people. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 250 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
By faith Rahab believed God would win the battle, and she asked the spies to show 
mercy to her family and keep them safe. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab 
and her family received mercy and became part of God’s people. Jesus has won against 
sin and death. Everyone who trusts in Jesus receives mercy and becomes part of God’s 
family forever.

E-MAIL
Unit 8, Session 2: The Battle of Jericho

Dear Parents,

The Lord brought His people into the promised land. Now they had a task set before 
them: conquer the people living in the land. Before the Israelites crossed the Jordan 
River, Joshua—in the way Moses had done decades before—sent scouts into the land. 
(See Num. 13:2-3.) The first city the Israelites came to was Jericho. God told Joshua 
that He had handed the city over to Israel.

The Lord’s reputation went ahead of the Israelites, creating fear in the people of Jericho. 
With the exception of one woman, the people of Jericho wanted nothing to do with God.

Rahab was unique among the inhabitants of Jericho. She wanted to be on God’s side. 
Hebrews 11:31 says that by faith, Rahab “welcomed the spies in peace.” Rahab didn’t 
hide the spies and help them escape from the city because she was especially 
courageous or because she had a strong desire to live; Rahab acted by faith. By faith 
Rahab believed God would win the battle, and she asked the spies to show mercy 
to her family and keep them safe. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab and 
her family received mercy and became part of God’s people. Jesus has won 
against sin and death. Everyone who trusts in Jesus receives mercy and becomes 
part of God’s family forever.



Rahab wasn’t the only one trusting in God. The Israelites fought the battle of Jericho by 
faith. (See Heb. 11:30.) Israel did not focus on what was going on inside the city of 
Jericho; they focused on doing what God had instructed. They obeyed even when it 
seemed nothing was happening. On the seventh day, the troops shouted, the trumpets 
sounded, and the wall around Jericho collapsed.

Joshua gave the people specific instructions to destroy everything in the city except for 
Rahab and her family. The Israelites were not to keep anything for themselves. The Lord 
would provide for all of their needs, so they had no reason to plunder Jericho. When the 
Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab and her family were safe. They joined God’s people. 
(Josh. 6:25) By faith, we believe Jesus has defeated sin and death. Everyone who trusts 
in Jesus is safe and becomes part of God’s family forever.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
! Babies and Toddlers

○ God is always with us.
○ Rahab hid the spies.
○ God made the walls of Jericho fall down.
○ God used Rahab’s family in His plan to send Jesus.

! Preschool
○ How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him and obeying 

Him. 
○ God brought down the walls of Jericho.

! Kids
○ How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him and obeying 

Him. 
○ God brought down the walls of Jericho.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
! Deuteronomy 31:8 (Deuteronomy 31:8a for Babies and Toddlers)

NEXT WEEK 
! “Taking the Land” (Joshua 10–11; 24)



Unit 8, Session 3: Taking the Land
TWEETS

Joshua’s name means “The LORD is salvation.” God fought for Joshua and the 
Israelites, saving them and giving them victory over their enemies. God brought us 
salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and rise again. 
#thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 252 Characters)

Joshua’s name means “The LORD is salvation.” God made the sun stand still and gave 
His people victory, saving them from their enemies. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 156 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Joshua’s name means “The LORD is salvation.” God fought for Joshua and the 
Israelites, saving them and giving them victory over their enemies. Sinners can look to 
God for victory over sin and death. God brought us salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, 
to die on the cross and rise again.

E-MAIL
Unit 8, Session 3: Taking the Land

Dear Parents,

Last week, kids learned that God fought for His people at the battle of Jericho. When 
Moses was the leader of Israel, God gave His people instructions about entering the 
promised land. Among those instructions was the command to drive out the nations 
living in the land of Canaan. (See Deut. 7.) These nations were corrupt, and God would 
judge them for their sin. (Lev. 18)

In the first battle, Israel marched around Jericho and the Lord gave them the city. As 
Israel moved to take the rest of the land, God pledged His presence to Joshua and 
reminded Israel of what He required: If you want to be successful in the land, you must 
obey Me. (See Josh. 1:7.) The Israelites learned from experience that disobedience to 
God would result in certain defeat, as Achan’s sin brought about their downfall during the 
battle of Ai. (Josh. 7)

During the battles the Israelites faced in Canaan, Joshua was not in charge; the Lord 
was. God determined whom Israel battled and how Israel would win. Joshua 10–11 
describes Israel’s defeat of five kings who attacked Gibeon, an ally of Israel. 
Miraculously, God sent hailstones and stopped the sun. He gave Israel the victory. God 
was with Israel as they conquered the rest of the land. Then He gave His people years 
of peace and rest.

Help your kids see the bigger picture beyond Israel’s individual battles against the 
Canaanites. Joshua’s name means “The LORD is salvation.” God fought for 
Joshua and the Israelites, saving them and giving them victory over their enemies. 



Sinners can look to God for victory over sin and death. God brought us salvation 
by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and rise again. 

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
! Babies and Toddlers

○ God is always with us.
○ God made the sun stand still.
○ God helped His people take the promised land.
○ God always keeps His promises.

! Preschool
○ How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him and obeying 

Him. 
○ God made the sun stand still.

! Kids
○ How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him and obeying 

Him. 
○ God made the sun stand still and gave His people victory.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
! Deuteronomy 31:8 (Deuteronomy 31:8a for Babies and Toddlers)

NEXT WEEK 
! “Jesus' Crucifixion and Resurrection” (Matthew 26–28)



Easter, Session 2: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
TWEETS

The death and resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. We deserve to die 
because of our sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do not need 
to fear anything. Those who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and eternal life. 
#thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 270 Characters)

The death and resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. We deserve to die 
because of our sin, but Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose again to defeat 
death. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 199 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
The death and resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. We deserve to die 
because of our sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do not need 
to fear anything. Those who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and eternal life, and we can 
joyfully obey Him.

E-MAIL
Easter, Session 2: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection

Dear Parents,

This week, kids learned that the events leading up to Jesus’ death were terrifying for the 
disciples. Judas, their supposed friend, betrayed their Lord. Jesus was arrested, beaten, 
and killed. Though Jesus had plainly told the disciples that He would die and rise again 
on the third day, they did not understand. In fact, they were afraid to ask about it. (See 
Mark 9:31-21.) They had believed that Jesus was the One who would rescue God’s 
people, but how could He if He was dead?

Then, on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. When Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to the tomb, Jesus wasn’t there. An angel of the Lord appeared. The guards 
were so afraid, that they fainted. But the angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid.” The 
angel reassured the women that Jesus’ body hadn’t been stolen; in fact, “he has risen, 
just as he said” (Matt. 28:5-6).

The women left the tomb with fear (perhaps because they did not fully understand what 
was happening) and great joy (because they had heard Jesus was alive!) to tell the 
disciples the news. As they were leaving, Jesus also greeted them: “Do not be afraid.” 

Fear exists when there is a perceived danger or threat. When Jesus rose from the dead, 
He eliminated the threat of eternal separation from God for all who trust in Him. Even 
real dangers like suffering and persecution need not be feared because nothing—neither 
life nor death—can separate us from the love of God that is in Jesus. (Rom. 8:38-39)



As you talk about this story with your kids, emphasize the gospel: The death and 
resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. We deserve to die because of our 
sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do not need to fear 
anything. Those who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and eternal life, and we can 
joyfully obey Him.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as The Gospel Project 
for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
! Babies and Toddlers

○ God is always with us.
○ People put Jesus on a cross, and He died.
○ God made Jesus alive again.
○ God sent Jesus to rescue us.

! Preschool
○ How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him and obeying 

Him.
○ Jesus died on the cross and is alive. 

! Kids
○ How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him and obeying 

Him.
○ Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose again to defeat death.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
! Deuteronomy 31:8 (Deuteronomy 31:8a for Babies and Toddlers)

NEXT WEEK 
! “Israel’s Unfaithfulness” (Judges 1–3)


