
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter2018  
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 6, Session 3 

 
Introduction: Engage the group with a picture of the theme.  
 
Begin by saying something like the following: “This session is titled ‘A Picture of 
Atonement.’ Today we are focusing on the Day of Atonement, the one day a year 
when sins were dealt with in order for the people to find provisional forgiveness. 
We are looking at the temporary fix that pointed forward to the once-for-all sinless 
substitute: Jesus, the Lamb of God who would come into the world and take away 
all of our sins.  
 
In order to grasp the content of this session, consider a picture of atonement. Ask 
yourself, “What picture comes to mind when you hear the word atonement?” Then 
on a piece of paper or marker board, draw a picture or an illustration of an image 
that comes to mind when contemplate the concept of atonement. If time permits, 
allow a few group members to draw as well and share about their pictures.  
 
 
Point 1: Look closely at the instructions for atonement.  
 
In the Leviticus passage, Aaron, Moses’ brother, is the high priest that has been 
chosen to go before God into the holy place to make sacrifices for his sins and the 
sins of his family. God appointed only the high priest, Aaron, to enter the most 
holy place, and God is not to be approached casually.  
 
Place a tear sheet on the focal wall and label it as follows: “The priest makes 
atonement for his sins.” Ask a group member to read aloud Leviticus 16:2-6. On 
the tear sheet write down the steps that Aaron was told to take before entering the 
most holy place. List the steps in order. Then raise the following questions for 
discussion: 
 

• Why were these steps important?  
• What happened in Leviticus 10:1-2 and 16:1?      



Point 2: Help group members understand the importance of the steps of 
atonement.  
 
Place a second tear sheet on the wall labeled: “The priest makes atonement for the 
peoples sins.” Read Leviticus 16:15-19, and then write out the steps on the tear 
sheet of how the priest makes atonement for Israel. Note that the steps and order 
are important. Raise the following questions for discussion:  
 

• What stands out to you as you read the steps?  
• How does it make you feel as you read each step?  
• Is there anything about this process that you find interesting?  

 
 
Point 3: Challenge the group to see that their sins are forgiven.  
 
Give everyone in the group a 3-by-5-inch card. Ask them to write areas of sin from 
their own life on the card for the purpose of personal reflection. After working on 
their cards, ask them to pray about the sins that have taken them captive in the past 
and to affirm the forgiveness made available to them through Jesus’ atoning death. 
State that if there are any present who have never repented of their sin and asked 
God for His forgiveness in Christ, they should use this as an opportunity to 
consider the weight of their sin, confess their sins to God, and to receive Christ by 
faith.  
 
After praying, instruct them to tear up the cards and throw them in the trash as a 
reminder that Jesus came for us and took away our sins, once and for all. Ask for 
volunteers to read aloud the following passages:  
 

• Romans 6:10: “For the death he died, he died to sin once for all time; but 
the life he lives, he lives to God.” 

• Hebrews 9:11-14: But Christ has appeared as a high priest of the good 
things that have come. In the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made 
with hands (that is, not of this creation), he entered the most holy place once 
for all time, not by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, 



having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and 
the ashes of a young cow, sprinkling those who are defiled, sanctify for the 
purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse 
our consciences from dead works so that we can serve the living God?  

 
Close by stating something like the following: “Jesus’ blood alone can remove our 
sins as far as the east is from the west (Ps. 103:12). He is the only sacrifice that is 
not temporary, and the requirements for atonement are complete once for all in the 
work of Christ on the cross.” 
 


