
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2018-19 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 4, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Explain that good can come from bad.  
 
Say something like the following: “There were some severe forest fires over 
the past year, particularly in the western United States. What do you think 
makes these fires so dangerous and frightening?” 
 
Point out that we would never hope for a forest fire; however, there are 
benefits to its effects. Read or mention the main points from the following 
article concerning the benefits of forest fires: 
https://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/green-science/how-forest-
fire-benefit-living-things-1.htm 
 
[Note: You will need to use the prompts at the bottom of the article to go 
between pages.] 
 
Introduce today’s lesson and then say something like the following: “Just 
like we would never hope for a forest fire, we do not go looking for tragedy 
in our own lives. But we’ll see today that God can use anything we 
encounter—even what seem to be our worst situations—for ultimate good.” 
 
 
Point 1: Highlight the function of foreshadowing.  
 
Ask the following questions: “What is foreshadowing? Where has 
foreshadowing in a movie or book enhanced your experience with it?”  
 
After allowing time for 3-4 responses, read some of the reasons 
foreshadowing is a powerful literary device, as explained in the following 
article, “The Dummies' Guide to Foreshadowing”: 
https://refiction.com/articles/the-dummies-guide-to-foreshadowing 
 
Put the following into your own words: “Foreshadowing makes for a great 
storytelling convention in fiction literature and in movies, but in Scripture it 
reveals the knowledge, power, and providence of God Almighty.” 
 



Be sure to emphasize the opening line in the Leader Guide for Point 1 (page 
32): “Foreshadowing is one of the most powerful literary devices in Joseph’s 
story.”  
 
 
Point 3: Share some quotes for meditation.   
 
Encourage learners who want to dig more deeply into Joseph’s life and 
struggles to obtain a copy of Max Lucado’s book You’ll Get Through This: 
The Hope and Help for Your Turbulent Times. Read and discuss the 
following quotes from the book: 
 

Don’t see your struggle as an interruption to life but as preparation for 
life. No one said the road would be easy or painless. But God will use 
this mess for something good. “This trouble you’re in isn’t 
punishment; it’s training, the normal experience of children … God is 
doing what is best for us, training us to live God’s holy best” (Heb. 
12:8,10 MSG). 
 
Out of the lions' den for Daniel, the prison for Peter, the [fish’s] belly 
for Jonah, Goliath's shadow for David, the storm for the disciples, 
disease for the lepers, doubt for Thomas, the grave for Lazarus, and 
the shackles for Paul. God gets us through stuff. 
 
God will use your mess for good. We see a perfect mess; God sees a 
perfect chance to train, test, and teach the future prime minister. We 
see a prison; God sees a kiln. We see famine; God sees the relocation 
of his chosen lineage. We call it Egypt; God calls it protective 
custody, where the sons of Jacob can escape barbaric Canaan and 
multiply abundantly in peace. We see Satan’s tricks and ploys. God 
sees Satan tripped and foiled. 

 
 
Conclusion: Consider the value of looking back on God’s providence.  
 
Put the following statement into your own words: “After studying Joseph’s 
life for several weeks, we see that God’s plan never wavered. He had the 
power to bring to pass all He intended, whether through one person’s 
obedience or another person’s sin.”  
 



Show the following clip, “You Did Good,” from the movie Evan Almighty in 
which Evan looks back and reflects on God’s divine providence (2 minutes, 
2 seconds): https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/evan-almighty/you-did-
good 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
We know that God can bring good out of any situation and in turn glorify 
Himself, but this does not mean that every situation is good in itself. Cry 
with those who are hurting, and listen to those who need a friend. Do not 
dismiss or spiritualize the reality and weight of evil and its effects.  
 


