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Introduction: Engage your group members by having them think more deeply 
about a definition. 
 
“Love” is a word that has a variety of meanings. Ask your group members to break 
into groups of 3-4 and identify five words or phrases that help to define what love 
means from a biblical perspective. (Pause for two minutes.) Call on one person 
from each group to share one idea with the group. 
 
Then read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 aloud to them. Instruct group members compare 
God’s description of love with theirs by asking the following questions: “What are 
the similarities? What are the differences?” 
 
 
Point 1: Help your group members grasp the main thrust of the session using the 
“Think-Pair-Share” technique.  
 
Show your group members the video clip “Having Dreams” (2 minutes, 6 seconds) 
from the movie Rudy: https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/rudy/having-dreams 
 
Think-Pair-Share: Ask the following questions: “What was the motive behind this 
gift? Is motive important? Why or why not?”   
 
Then say something like this: “Think for 30 seconds about these questions. Now I 
want you to discuss this in pairs with a person on your left or your right who is not 
your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds.) Call on 3-4 pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Point 3: Help group members grasp the importance of the concept in this 
session. 
 
Break up members into two smaller groups. Instruct the first group to read Romans 
8:38-39 and the second to read Romans 5:8 and John 3:16. Ask each group to 
discuss what their passage reveals about God’s love, observing its longevity and its 
object. Reconvene as a larger group and ask a spokesperson for each group to share 
their insights. 
 



 
Conclusion: Challenge your students to live the lesson. 
 
Read the following excerpt from Warren Wiersbe:  
 

Sometimes it’s easier to love the sinners than it is to love the saints, as the 
familiar rhyme puts it:  
 

To love above with saints we love 
Will certainly be glory. 
To love below with saints we know— 
That’s another story! 

 

Ask your class to reflect on their individual attitudes toward others. Afford them 
some 3-4 minutes to pray, and as they do, ask them if there is someone whom they 
are not loving as God wants them to and to ask the Lord to reveal it to them and to 
repent of this sin. 
 
[Source: Warren W. Wiersbe, Ten Power Principles for Christian Service (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker, 2010), 42.] 
 
 



Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
“If we have learned anything else, it is that the ideas of the poets and artists 
penetrate where everything else has failed.” We have a tendency as teachers to 
focus primarily on the facts and ignore the imagination. If we can engage the 
imagination of our group members by painting word pictures, using music, or 
something else that appeals to their imaginations, we will not only affect their 
heads but also their hearts. And isn’t the goal of all good teaching life change?  
Think about what you can do this week to implement this in your session. 
 
[Source: Norman Cousins, Human Options (New York: W.W. Norton & 
Company, 1981), 100.] 
 


