
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2018 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 3, Session 1 
 
 
Introduction: Engage your group by connecting them with past experiences. 
 
Open with the following questions:  
 

• How many of you have ever looked at Facebook posts of people’s families 
or posted things about your own families? 

• Do these posts accurately portray reality or is there an element of fantasy or 
inaccuracy? 

 
Give 2-3 group members a chance to share their insights. 
 
 
Point 1: Help your group members grasp the main thrust of the session using the 
“Think-Pair-Share” technique.  
 
All families have issues and members who are the designated as “black sheep.” 
Ask your group to think about their own families and those of friends and close 
acquaintances.  
 
Think-Pair-Share: Instruct group members to identify why some people are 
dysfunctional. Then ask the following questions: “Do you have issues? Do these 
define you or can God use them to change you?”   
 
“Think for 30 seconds about this question. Now I want you to discuss this in pairs 
with a person on your left or your right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 
seconds.) Call on 3-4 pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Point 2: Help your group members understand a key term in the lesson. 
 
Play the clip “Job Is Yours” (2 minutes, 10 seconds) from the film Courageous: 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/courageous/job-is-yours  
 
After the clip is played, ask your group members to comment on Javier’s line: “I 
cannot do as you have asked because it is wrong. It would be dishonoring to my 
God and my family to lie on that report.”  



Then ask the following questions:  
 

• Have you ever been put in a similar situation? How did it make you feel? 
• What temptations were involved? 
• How did your faith in God help you in that situation? 

 
 
Point 3: Help your students understand their motives. 
 
Someone has said that our view of ourselves is based on what we think the most 
important person in our lives thinks of us. Unfortunately, many Christians do not 
live as if the most important person in their lives is God. God the Son loves us 
enough that He became human to die for us (Rom. 5:8), and after rising from the 
grave, He ascended to live forever and intercedes for us (Heb. 7:25). One day we 
will stand before Him when He comes to judge the earth. He is merciful and 
gracious. 
 
Allow time for 2-3 group members to share their insights. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge group members to live the session. 
 
The lesson focused on the truth that all people are flawed by sin yet God is 
merciful and gracious and uses us in spite of ourselves. Ask group members to 
silently read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 and reflect on the truths in that passage. If they 
so desire, ask them to pray and thank God for His grace and mercy in their lives. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
One of the easiest ways to help people learn has to do with the classroom layout. 
Most classrooms are set up for lecture. There is a podium up front and the chairs 
are placed in straight rows. Try setting up in a U shape. This is an all-purpose setup 
that allows for flexibility in teaching. You can lecture, break into groups, have 
group members participate in face-to-face conversations, distribute handouts, and 
use visual media easily from this set up. Don’t be afraid to experiment. You and 
your students may be surprised at the results.  


