
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2018 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 2, Session 4 
 
 
Introduction: Engage your group by engaging their thinking. 
 
Ask group members to compare and contrast the differences between the promises 
God makes and the ones we make. Allow 2-3 of them to share. 
 
 
Point 1: Help your group understand the major theme through a song.  
 
Read the hymn “God Moves in a Mysterious Way” by William Cowper. It can be 
accessed at this website: https://allpoetry.com/poem/11418089-God-Moves-in-a-
Mysterious-Way-by-William-Cowper 
 

God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm. 
 
Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never failing skill 
He treasures up His bright designs 
And works His sov’reign will. 
 
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 
 
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace; 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 
 
His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flow’r. 



Blind unbelief is sure to err 
And scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain. 

 
Follow up by asking group members to share what they learned from this song.  
 
[Source: William Cowper, “God Moves in a Mysterious Way,” All Poetry, 
accessed August 3, 2018, https://allpoetry.com/poem/11418089-God-Moves-in-a-
Mysterious-Way-by-William-Cowper] 
 
 
Point 2: Help your group members grasp the concept of transformation from the 
inside-out using the “Think-Pair-Share” technique.  
 
Play the song “Unworthy” (2 minutes, 52 seconds) performed by Ben Speer, which 
is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2hwkMGDBOE 
 
Think-Pair-Share: Ask you group members to think about this song and pick out 
their favorite line or phrase. Put the following into your own words: “Think for 30 
seconds about this song. Now I want you to discuss this in pairs with a person on 
your left or your right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds). Call on 3-4 
pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Point 3: Help your students understand the main idea with another Old 
Testament passage. 
 
Request that a volunteer to read Malachi 3:6. Give them a few minutes to think 
about it in relationship to God’s faithfulness and Israel’s unfaithfulness. Then ask 
the following questions:  
 

• Why wasn’t Israel destroyed? Did they deserve to be?   
• Why is an understanding of God’s faithfulness crucial to keeping us from 

pride and arrogance? 
 
 



Conclusion: Challenge your students to live the lesson. 
 
Read the following quote to your group: “God proves Himself to be more generous 
to us than our highest hopes. The darkness of our doubt is burned away in the light 
of His presence.” 
 
Allow group members to think about this for a couple of minutes and offer a time 
of prayer as you conclude the lesson thanking God for His faithfulness in spite of 
our unfaithfulness. 
 
[Source: Jim Thomas, Streetwise Spirituality (Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 2001), 
156.] 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
One of the ways to help participants understand new material or challenging 
concepts is to provide them with one or more analogies (or word pictures) that help 
them make the connection between something they are familiar with to something 
with which they are not familiar. Examine the following passages to get a glimpse 
of how the Master Teacher did it: Matthew 4:19; 9:9-17; John 10:1-10. In your 
approach to teaching, look to integrate comparisons and examples from daily life 
to really help your group members “get” the material. In this lesson, we examined 
a couple of songs to aid in that endeavor. 
 


