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Introduction: Engage your group by stimulating their thinking. 
 
In The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life, Os Guinness 
discusses narcissism in the context of audience. Christians are to be motivated to 
serve and to please an audience of One. We are called to seek what pleases God. 
Ask your group members to think about who or what they live their lives to serve. 
As we work through the lesson, ask them to see if their audience is the correct one. 
 
[Source: Os Guinness, The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of 
Your Life (Nashville, TN: W. Publishing, 2003), 31.] 
 
 
Point 1: Help your group to understand the major theme by relating to a 
definition. 
 
Read the following quote from Warren Wiersbe about faith to your group. Ask 
them to listen carefully: 
 

According to the Bible, true faith is obeying God in spite of feelings, 
circumstances, or consequences. All of the men and women whose names 
are listed in “The Hall of Fame of Faith” (Heb. 11) had to deal with their 
emotions (did you ever walk through a sea?), their circumstances (did you 
ever fight an army?), and the consequences of their decisions (did you ever 
say no to a powerful ruler?). They did not deny their feelings; they could not 
change their circumstances; they could not predict the consequences. But 
they trusted God, and He saw them through. 

 
Ask the group to compare this definition of faith to the actions of Abraham and 
Isaac in Point 1. 
 
[Source: Warren W. Wiersbe, Run With the Winners: A Study of the Champions of 
Hebrews 11 (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1985), 13.] 
 
 



Point 2: Help your group members connect with the major theme through use of 
an illustration. 
 
Find out from your group if any of them have ever cooked or baked and used 
substitute ingredients that differed from the recipe. Then ask the following 
questions: “What happens if you use the wrong substitute? What happens if you 
use the correct one?” Allow 2-3 people to share their experiences. 
 
 
Point 3: Engage for understanding using “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
In Genesis 22:14, Abraham named the place where the Lord provided a substitute 
for Isaac: “The LORD will provide.” 
 
Think-Pair-Share: Request that someone volunteer to read John 1:29. Then put 
the following instructions into your own words: “Think for 30 seconds on the 
significance of Jesus being identified as the ‘Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world.’ Why is this important? Discuss these in pairs with a person on your 
left or right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds.) Call on 3-4 pairs to 
share one idea. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge your students to live the session. 
 
Because of His covenant promises, God paid the cost and provided a substitute for 
our sin in His Son. Ask the following questions: “How should this fact change our 
thinking? Our behavior?”   
 
Ask 2-3 group members to share their thoughts. Challenge each member to make a 
change this week. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Engaging group members is an important component of change—the goal of 
teaching. Most of forms of teaching present today don’t do this. Instead, the 
student is allowed to remain a passive listener. If you want to increase learning and 
retention, pursue active learning techniques and link the session to previous 
experiences. 


