
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2018 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 6 
 
 
Introduction: Provide an overview of the book.  
 
Explain that in this session’s passage we will look at portions of the Book of 
Job but nowhere near all of it. 
 
So, in order to get an overview, share some of the information found at these 
websites: 
 
https://biblehub.com/summary/job/1.htm 
 
https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-wisdom-books/job 
 
Also, if time allows, you might want to consider playing the video “The 
Book of Job” (7 minutes, 15 seconds) for your group in order to expose them 
to a narrated visual overview of this piece of wisdom literature: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GswSg2ohqmA 
 
 
Point 1: Affirm Job as a paradigm for suffering.   
 
Say something like the following: “Rarely does anyone compare themselves 
to Job since he is regarded as the man who suffered more than just about 
anyone else in history. However, we are completely in our rights to look at 
times of trial and suffering—which we all have—and consider not only how 
Job responded but also God’s presence and power in the midst of it.” 
 
Read some or all of the following excerpt from Lisa Harper’s study on Job 
as an example: https://blog.lifeway.com/womenallaccess/2018/07/02/new-
job-bible-study-read-an-excerpt/ 
 
Challenge learners to consider how those difficult times drew them closer to 
God and strengthened their faith. 
 
 



Point 3: Share about asking “why” questions.   
 
Put something like this into your own words: “Job was not the first—and 
won’t be the last—to wonder why suffering struck his life.” Invite group 
members to share times when they asked the same thing. 
 
Show the following video, “Why Does God Allow Suffering?” (1 minute, 40 
seconds), by Joni Eareckson Tada with her explanation: 
https://www.joniandfriends.org/blog/why-does-god-allow-suffering/ 
 
If you don’t know Joni’s story, you can review her bio here: 
https://www.joniandfriends.org/jonis-corner/jonis-bio/ 
 
 
Conclusion: Look for the Job in our lives.  
 
Say something like the following: “Sometimes we are the one suffering like 
Job; other times, our loved ones are the ones struggling. Part of applying the 
truth of the Book of Job is knowing how to minister to others as they suffer. 
Job’s friends did a terrible job; how can we actually help people who are in 
the midst of significant suffering?” 
 
Share the information from the following blog post, “How to Help a 
Suffering Friend: 3 Important Steps,” to get the conversation started: 
https://www.ibelieve.com/relationships/how-to-help-a-suffering-friend-3-
important-steps.html 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Look at what the Bible says in your preparation; forget what you’ve heard 
about Job. His patience may be famous, but it’s not evident. Teach Job as a 
human—just like us—who struggled in the midst of his suffering. 
 


