
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2018 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Unit 1, Session 1 
 
 
Introduction: Point to other famous first lines.  
 
Explain that today’s focal passage includes the opening line of the Bible. 
Invite a volunteer to quote Genesis 1:1 from memory. You may want to read 
a few different translations from the following link: 
https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Genesis%201:1 
 
Get learners’ brains jump-started by reading a few of the following famous 
first lines from fiction and challenging them to identify the book in which 
they are found: https://www.ranker.com/list/100-famous-novels-with-
catchy-first-lines/info-lists 
 
Say something like, “The first line of the Bible isn’t just creative or 
attention-grabbing; it is the foundation of our understanding of the God who 
creates through His Word.”  
 
 
Point 1: Play a video to supplement hearing with seeing.  
 
After discussing Point 1, say something like this: “We have likely all heard 
the creation story, but unfortunately we can’t see it. Perhaps this video will 
help us with a video representation of the literary depiction found in Genesis 
1.” 
 
Show the following video, “Genesis Creation 2013” (4 minutes, 28 
seconds): https://vimeo.com/68619341 
 
Ask, “How did these images inform or enhance your understanding of 
Genesis 1? Why is it impossible for any video to capture the marvel of God 
creating everything?” 
 
 
Point 2: Emphasize the goodness of creation.   
 



After identifying the word “good” each time it appears in Genesis 1:3-13, 
ask, “What have you observed this week in nature that made you praise or 
thank God? How does nature help us focus on God?” 
 
Then say something like the following: “We are naïve to think that 
everything is good; there are things in the world we’d rather not see or hear 
or think about. How do you explain the goodness of God’s creation with 
what we might consider ‘bad’ in our world?” 
 
After discussing, read aloud the following article, “God Makes Beautiful 
Things … and Roaches”: 
 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/karen-ann-kennedy/god-makes-beautiful-
thing_b_12477008.html 
 
 
Conclusion: Close with a song.  
 
Close today’s lesson by listening to the hymn “Creation Sings the Father’s 
Song” (4 minutes, 17 seconds)—or, if your group is familiar with it, singing 
it together: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAE0vUurnUM 
 
The lyrics can be found at this website: 
https://www.gettymusic.com/creation-sings-the-fathers-song/ 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Challenge learners to take this week’s lesson with them. Encourage them to 
spend time alone outdoors pondering Genesis 1 and vocally praising God for 
His good creation. 
 


