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Introduction: Engage the group through prior experience. 
 
Instruct group members to think about when and if they have a watched a 
television show or movie where it ended in a cliff-hanger and the screen said, “To 
be continued….”   
 
Ask, “How did that make you feel? Why?” 
 
 
Part 1: Engage using “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
Read the following quote to your class:  “Not ignorance, but ignorance of 
ignorance, is the death of knowledge.” 
 
Think-Pair-Share: Ask your group members to discuss the accuracy of this 
statement. 
 
“Think for 30 seconds on the quote. Discuss it in pairs with a person on your left 
or right who is not your spouse. (Pause for 60 seconds.)” Call on 3-4 pairs to share 
one idea they gleaned from it. 
 
 
Part 2:  Check for understanding through music. 
 
Isaac Watts wrote the hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past.” One line in the song 
reads as follows: “A thousand ages, in Thy sight are like an evening gone; short as 
the watch that ends the night, before the rising sun.” 
 
Write this on the board and ask your class to discuss its meaning. Emphasize that 
God—because He is eternal—looks at time in an entirely different way than we do. 
He transcends, or exists outside of, time. Time was created for us and He is not 
bound by it. 
 
 
Part 3: Help your group members connect with the lesson from an illustration.  
 
Read the following to your group members:  
 

The day of the Lord will come …, in which the heavens will pass away with 
a great noise. —2 Peter 3:10 
 



Some scientists tell us that in less than 10 million years the earth will be 
unable to sustain life because the sun will be too hot. This is depressing 
news for those who put all their hope in this world. It means that all of 
humankind’s accomplishments will one day be wiped out. 
 
For those who believe the Bible, though, this information is not surprising. 
We know that the earth in its present form will one day be destroyed “with 
fervent heat” (2 Peter 3:10). But that’s not depressing news. On the contrary, 
we gladly anticipate the day when our sin-marred planet will be replaced by 
a world “in which righteousness dwells” (v. 13). 
 
This expectation becomes for us a powerful incentive for “holy conduct and 
godliness” (v. 11). 
 
We also realize that our earthly lives have great significance, because 
through our prayers, our behavior, and our Christian witness we become 
partners with God as He works in the world. And one day, when He replaces 
our present cosmos with the perfect world, we will be given a place in our 
eternal home (John 14:2). 
 
Because of our faith in Christ, we can be filled with joy and hope. The Lord 
wants to use our life in this world and He promises us a perfect world to 
come. 
 

Our earthly sight is limited, 
The future we can't see; 

Let come what may, one thing we know: 
Our God will faithful be. —Hess 

 
The future is bright if Christ is your hope. 

 

Follow up your reading with these questions: “How can we know if we really 
believe that the Lord will come back? How will it affect our attitudes, actions, and 
reactions?”   
 
[Source: Herbert Vander Lugt, “Bad News?” Our Daily Bread, June 4, 2003, 
https://odb.org/2003/06/04/bad-news-2/.] 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge through a moment of conviction. 
 
Ask your students to look at Ephesians 5:15-16 in relation to today’s lesson. After 
a few minutes, instruct them give some examples of walking foolishly and walking 
wisely. Write them on the board. Then ask, “How is your walk?” 
 
Give them a few minutes of silence to talk to the Lord and deal with this issue. 



Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
It only makes sense! The more senses that are engaged in learning, the better the 
lesson is retained. We learn 15 percent of what we hear, 35 percent of what we 
read, 50 percent of what we see, and 90 percent of what we do. Therefore, be 
creative in your presentation. Use words (hearing), handouts and writing (reading), 
visuals (seeing), and hands-on activities (doing) to enhance your lesson. Not only 
will your students retain more of the lesson, they will also enjoy themselves in the 
process. 
 
[Source: Barbara Bruce, 7 Ways of Teaching the Bible to Adults: Using Our 
Multiple Intelligences to Build Faith (Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2000), 61.] 
 
 


