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Introduction: Help your group members understand by using their 
imaginations. 
 
After Adam and Eve sinned, God exiled them from the garden of Eden. Give your 
students a few minutes to consider how sin has altered creation and made life 
different than how things would have been in a world without sin. Ask for input. 
To minimize unhelpful speculation, encourage them to refer to the specific curses 
that God placed on Adam, Eve, the serpent, and the rest of creation in order to get 
the group started in their thinking (Gen. 3:16-19).  
 
You might also wish to note that creation was not meant to remain stagnant with 
humanity remaining in one location but that Adam and Eve, along with subsequent 
generations, were to continue to obey God in the task of multiplying and subduing 
the earth (see Gen. 1:28-30; cf. Heb. 2:5-9).  
 
 
Part 1: Engage group members’ imaginations further. 
 
Ask for a volunteer to read the following article aloud:   
 

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new.” –
Revelation 21:5 
 
In 2014, a sinkhole opened up under the National Corvette Museum in 
Kentucky, swallowing eight vintage, irreplaceable Chevrolet Corvette sports 
cars. The automobiles were severely damaged—some beyond repair. 
 
One car in particular received a lot of attention. The one-millionth Corvette, 
which rolled off the assembly line in 1992, was the most valuable in the 
collection. What happened to that gem after it was pulled from the sinkhole 
is fascinating. Experts restored the car to mint condition, mainly by using 
and repairing its original parts. Although this little beauty was in horrible 
shape, it now looks as good as it did the day it was built. 
 
The old and damaged was made new. 
 
This is a great reminder of what God has in store for believers in Jesus. In 
Revelation 21:1, John spoke of seeing “a new heaven and a new earth.” 
Many biblical scholars see this “new” earth as a renovated earth, for their 
study of the word new here reveals that it means “fresh” or “restored” after 
the decay of the old has been wiped away. God will renovate what is corrupt 



on this earth and provide a fresh, yet familiar place where believers will live 
with Him. 
What an amazing truth to contemplate: a new, refreshed, familiar, and 
beautiful earth. Imagine the majesty of God’s handiwork! 
 
Lord, we thank You for this beautiful world we live in—but at the same time 
we anticipate greatly the new world You have in store for us. We praise You 

for Your love for us, revealed in Your amazing plans for our future. 
 
Our Creator God makes everything new. 

 

 
Instruct 2-3 group members to share insights or thoughts about this article. 
 
[Source: Dave Branon, “Old Yet New,” Our Daily Bread, January 9, 2017, 
https://odb.org/2017/01/09/old-yet-new/.] 
 
 
Part 2: Check for understanding. 
 
A lot, if not the majority, of Americans embrace the popular mythology that 
assumes they all people go to heaven when they die. Many preachers make such 
statements at the funerals of noted celebrities, even notorious ones. According to 
the popular view, God is supposedly obligated to accept them because they are so 
adored on earth. Even when a notorious rake such as Hugh Hefner dies, 
commentators and reporters speak of their welcome into heaven where we are 
assured that they have made a grand entrance. 
 
The Bible, however, presents quite a different view. It is true that God created 
people for fellowship with Him, but the rebellion of the human race, in which we 
all have participated, has destined us for hell (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 21:8). Hell, not 
heaven, is consequently our default destination. This accounts for the warning 
Jesus gave in Matthew 7:13-14. Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 7:13-14 and then 
comment on the above in relation to it. 
 
 
Part 3: Help group members connect with the major theme through music. 
 
Play the song “No More Night,” which is available at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iPIi7sunEU (4 minutes, 52 seconds). Ask 
group members to listen to the words, especially on why there will be more night, 
crying, or pain. The theme of Christ’s redemption should be clear in this song.  
 
 



Conclusion: Challenge your group members to live the session. 
 
Put the following into your own words: “Examine your heart in light of the session. 
Are you a true believer in Christ? If not, why not? If so, are you living your life in 
light of eternity?” Allow group members a few minutes to think about these things. 
If any admit to being unbelievers, be sure to share the gospel with them at an 
appropriate time and fashion.  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
I have a tendency to be much more interested in my words than listening to my 
group members. This is probably true of most of us. This is one reason why asking 
questions is one of the best ways to teach. It’s pretty hard not to listen if you are 
the one who is speaking. If we can get our students to ask and/or answer questions, 
we know that they are engaged with the lesson.  
 
When we use questions, we are able to engage the whole group in the lesson. Try 
to allow each group member to say something weekly. You also aid in developing 
relationships as each member of your Sunday school class begins to learn about the 
others. (Otherwise, we could just put on a DVD and let it teach!)  
 
Questions are also helpful in letting us know what students know or don’t know. 
You can shift the direction of your group as you listen to the responses of the 
members and seek to clarify what they understand. This week, try a question or 
two; you will be glad you did.  


