
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2018 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 6 
 
 
Introduction: Discuss Paul’s identify as a slave.  
 
Before digging into Philemon, help group members understand that Paul 
identified himself as a servant (or slave) of Christ by reading some or all of 
the article “Paul: A Servant of Jesus Christ”: 
https://answersfromthebook.org/2010/11/23/paul-a-servant-of-jesus-christ/ 
 
Consider highlighting the following excerpt from the article:  

 
Since about a quarter of the population of the Roman world at this 
time were slaves to another, it certainly was not uncommon for people 
to identify themselves by the master they served. But Paul’s slavery 
was different. It was a voluntary servitude. 
 
Jesus Christ calls us to serve Him, but He forces no one. The chains 
that bind us to Him are ones that we ourselves willingly put on. Even 
so, the man who preached so cheerfully of the liberty that is in Christ 
was happy to declare himself a bond-slave of the Same. For only in 
servitude to Christ is one truly free. We do not forfeit our freedom 
when we subject ourselves to the Lord, it is only then that we begin to 
know what freedom is. Before that, our slavery was of the most 
oppressive kind. We were slaves to sin; and sin is a cruel 
taskmaster leading every one of its servants to death. 

 
Encourage group members to consider their own calling to live as servants 
of Jesus by reading Matthew 20:26-28 before moving further into the 
session.  
 
 
Point 1: Challenge group members to meditate on God’s love.  
 
Challenge learners to consider different ways to contemplate and meditate 
on God’s love in light of Paul’s words in Philemon 8-14.  
 
You may want to share copies of some of these quotes about God’s love 
found in this article, “21 Challenging Christian Quotes About God’s Love,” 
as a resource for your group members: https://onethingalone.com/christian-
quotes-about-gods-love/ 
 
 



Point 2: Emphasize the extent of God’s providence.   
 
After reading or discussing the concept that that there is no accident only 
providence in Point 2, help group members understand this concept by 
showing the following video where Priscilla Shirer discusses the vast extent 
of God’s providence (1 minute, 31 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAJUQAqFj_U 
 
 
Conclusion: Clarify the nature of gospel freedom.  
 
Bring the session to a close by reading or summarizing the Conclusion in the 
Leader Guide (page 77).  
 
Challenge group members to deepen their understanding of freedom by 
considering the key points from the article “Freedom in Christ”: 
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/spiritual-growth-for-
kids/freedom-in-christ 
 
As a group, consider how you can implement this understanding of freedom 
into your families and within your groups of friends. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Don’t get bogged down in debating about God’s providence and its 
relationship with human freedom and the reality of evil. It’s easy to let a 
clear teaching of God—that He is sovereign—become a point of debate; it’s 
more than that. As believers called to unity, gather attention back to the fact 
that God is all-powerful and all-knowing; it is not up to us to determine how 
He chooses to act.  
 


