
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2018 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 5 
 
 
Introduction: Focus on being focused.  
 
Paul had one goal in today’s passage: to get believers focused on Jesus. 
 
To remind group members how easily we can be visually distracted, display 
some of the following optical illusions from the article “25 Insane Optical 
Illusions That Will Leave You Dazed and Confused”: 
https://list25.com/25-incredible-optical-illusions/ 
 
Ask the following questions to group members: “How is our spiritual life 
distracted? What things keep your focus off Jesus?” 
 
 
Point 1: Promote a Trinitarian view of creation.  
 
Ask question “When you read this passage about Jesus being the Creator of 
all things what images come to mind?” 
 
Challenge group members’ concepts of creation by showing the following 
clip, “Creating the World” from the children’s movie The Adventures of 
Toby: Making Friends (3 minutes, 21 seconds): 
https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/the-adventures-of-toby-making-
friends/creating-the-world 
 
Then ask the following question: “How might we better consider the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit working in unity to bring creation into existence 
after watching this?”  
 
Read John 1:1-5 and Hebrews 1:1-2 and discuss what it teaches about the 
God the Son’s role in creation. 
 
 
Point 2: Help group members see the full story about our sin.  
 
Read aloud the first paragraph following the Scripture passage in Point 2. 
Then ask the following question: “When was the last time you honestly saw 
your sin?” 
 
Read aloud at least a portion of the following article, “My Sin, Not in Part, 
But the Whole,” based on the hymn “It Is Well:” 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/my-sin-not-in-part-but-the-whole 
 



Consider highlighting the following paragraph from the article: 
 

If we want to savor the sweetness of the gospel, we have to be honest 
with the horror of our sin. Don’t look at part of your sin or confess 
half-truths; come to the cross with all of your sin in its entirety. 

 
Challenge group members to ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate the truth of 
their sin: that they are completely forgiven, but that they need to be aware of 
and recognize our sin daily.  
 
 
Conclusion: Don’t discourage asking why.   
 
State the following in your own words: “When we see these identifiers of 
Jesus, sometimes we wonder why there is so much sin in the world if He is 
truly who the Bible says He is. Do you?” 
 
Read this brief article by Billy Graham aloud to group members: 
https://billygraham.org/answer/is-it-wrong-to-question-god-when-things-
dont-go-the-way-i-think-they-should/ 
 
Challenge the group to seek to know the triune God more fully through the 
Bible as we look at the face of our evil world and the struggles in it.  
 
Share a time in your own life when your asking of “why” was not answered 
as you expected and yet you discovered the presence, peace, or joy of God. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week  
 
Few passages in Scripture are more important than the person and identity of 
Christ. Consider memorizing today’s passage or a portion of it as a group. 
Enlist a few group members with a reputation for memorizing Scripture to 
help the rest of the class with engraving these truths upon their hearts. 
 


