
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2018 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Offer some background on shipwrecks.  
 
Help group members focus on the tragedy and magnitude of shipwrecks by 
sharing some of the information about famous shipwrecks found in this 
article, “Top 10 Most Famous Shipwrecks”: 
https://www.history.co.uk/shows/billion-dollar-wreck/articles/top-10-most-
famous-shipwrecks 
 
Ask the following questions: “Can you think of any famous shipwrecks (or 
plane crashes, train wrecks, or even car wrecks) in your lifetime? How might 
a shipwreck survivor carry that memory?”  
 
Challenge learners to consider figurative “shipwrecks” in their lives when all 
felt lost and they barely survived. 
 
Encourage learners to keep these feelings and ideas in mind as you look at 
Paul’s narrative in Acts 27–28. 
 
 
Point 1: Draw from the experience of those who gave their lives.  
 
After discussing Point 1, point out that Paul, who typically took control of 
his confrontations with others, had no control on the boat or with the storm. 
Then ask this question: “What are some situations in your life in which you 
felt you had no control and God seemed silent?” 
 
Encourage group members by sharing some of Jim Elliot’s story from this 
John Piper article, “Slain in the Shadow of the Almighty”: 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/slain-in-the-shadow-of-the-almighty 
 
Challenge group members to consider adding to their summer reading list 
testimonies of men and women who have faced shipwrecks of many kinds, 
watching their faith and choosing to believe God as they did. 
 
 



Point 2: Exhort group members to think more about giving thanks.   
 
After reading Acts 27:33-44, point to verse 35: “After he said these things 
and had taken some bread, he gave thanks to God in the presence of all of 
them, and after he broke it, he began to eat.” Invite a few volunteers to 
consider the dire situation Paul and the others were in.  
 
Ask the following questions: “Do you typically think to give thanks in the 
lowest points? Why do you think Paul did?” 
 
Read aloud the following quote from Ann Voskamp’s book, One Thousand 
Gifts: A Dare to Live Fully Right Where You Are (page 156): 
 

It is in the dark that God is passing by. The bridge and our lives shake 
not because God has abandoned, but the exact opposite: God is 
passing by. God is in the tremors. Dark is the holiest ground, the glory 
passing by. In the blackest, God is closest, at work, forging His 
perfect and right will. Though it is black and we can't see and our 
world seems to be free-falling and we feel utterly alone, Christ is most 
present to us. 

 
Challenge learners to follow Paul’s example and choose to thank God 
regardless of circumstances.  
 
 
Conclusion: Consider the dangerous nature of following Jesus.  
 
Ask the following questions:  
 

• When you study a passage like today’s, do you consider what you 
might have done in a similar situation?  

• Does the thought of following Jesus’ plan for your life down a 
dangerous path make you wonder if He really instructed you to do so?  

• Does Jesus really call us to dangerous situations?  
 
Show the following David Platt video, “The Dangers of Safety” (2 minutes, 
39 seconds): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-V7FGWx_jQ 
 



Challenge group members not to shelter their lives from dangerous 
situations but to practice leaning on and trusting God through every situation 
so that when danger comes they will be faithful. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week  
 
This may be a great time to pray for missionaries you know personally from 
your community or church. Pray not for safety but for boldness and love and 
that others will clearly hear God’s voice in our words and actions and as a 
result follow Christ.  
 


