
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2018 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 2 
 
 
Introduction: Discuss notable rulers.  
 
Explain that in this session’s passage, Paul is brought before three rulers: 
Felix, Festus, and Agrippa. Say something like the following: “Through 
their interactions with Paul, we catch a glimpse of their character and belief 
about God.” 
 
Share some trivia about other notable rulers in history found in this article, 
“41 Facts About the 41 Kings and Queens Since 1066”: 
http://mentalfloss.com/article/93680/41-facts-about-41-kings-and-queens-
1066 
 
State the following: “What we remember about rulers does not make up their 
entire identity. Similarly, our identities are not shaped around 1-2 events in 
our lives. As we look at today’s passage, let’s learn what it really means to 
find our identity in God.” 
 
 
Point 1: Introduce the concept of God permanence.  
 
After discussing Acts 24:22-27, point out the phrase “Out of sight, out of 
mind” in the commentary about Felix (page 24, second paragraph).  
 
Guide learners to discuss this phrase, sharing how toddlers slowly grasp the 
idea of object permanence with reference to the information in this article, 
“Why All Babies Love Peekaboo”: 
http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20140417-why-all-babies-love-peekaboo 
 
Challenge learners by putting forward the following: “When have you lost 
your faith in God in your own life because you couldn’t see His hand? Share 
a time in your life when your faith suffered because you felt God was not 
near.” Encourage each other to believe in “God permanence,” trusting His 
promises to be with us always.  
 
 



Point 3: Use a movie clip to illustrate Paul’s experience.    
 
Before discussing Acts 26:24-32, show the following clip, “Meeting the 
Giant” (3 minutes, 19 seconds), from the movie Big Fish: 
https://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/big-fish/meeting-the-giant 
 
Ask group members these questions: “What did Edward fear in meeting 
Carl? What might have happened? How did Edward’s bravery and kindness 
undo his fear?” 
 
Encourage learners to consider this scene as they read about Paul 
confronting King Agrippa. Challenge them to consider it in their own lives 
as well as they find themselves sharing or defending their faith. 
 
 
Conclusion: Connect this account with prison ministry.  
 
As a group, consider all the people Paul got to meet and share the gospel 
with because of his imprisonment. Consider others in the Bible (Joseph, 
Daniel, John the Baptist, etc.) whose prison or captivity experiences 
provided a way for them to draw nearer to God or share His truth with 
others.  
 
Share from the article “Prison Is My ‘Training Ground’ for Sharing the 
Gospel” this current-day prison experience with the class: 
https://cpministries.org/news/prison-is-her-training-ground-for-sharing-the-
gospel/ 
 
Commit this week to praying for those imprisoned, those sharing the gospel 
to people who are in jails and prisons, and for the faith of incarcerated 
people who share Jesus with the people around them. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Ephesians 4:15 instructs us to “speak the truth in love.” Paul shared his faith 
in some tense situations, but he managed to follow these words. Help group 
members to remember that in every situation we speak the truth of Jesus, we 
should also surround our words with love for the listeners. 
 


