Ministry Leaders: A suggested email is provided for each session for you to customize if you desire and share with your families. You can also access a social media share square for each session on the Additional Resources page at gospelproject.com.

The Gospel Project At Home content is available in Ministry Grid for you to share with your families.

Unit 25, Session 1
[image: ]Jesus Taught in Parables (Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 8)

Dear families,
Some people have natural green thumbs, but for most amateur gardeners, making plants grow takes skill and hard work. This is because the curse has placed many obstacles in the way of natural growth. The soil may be too tough, the heat too stifling, the shade too restrictive, or the water too scarce. What looks healthy one week, can quickly wilt the next. Growing something is harder than it looks. 
Maybe that’s part of what makes Jesus’ parable about the sower and the seeds so relatable. In Jesus’ day, farmers would scatter seed as they went through their field. Everyone listening to Jesus that day would have been familiar with this practice. In His parable, Jesus described four kinds of soil—four different heart conditions—with only one of them producing lasting fruit. 
The seed, which Jesus says is the Word of God, lands in a variety of places, but not every setting leads to growth. The difference isn’t the seed; it’s the soil. 
The good soil, Jesus says, represents those who “hear the word with an honest and good heart” and “hold on to it” (Luke 8:15). The Greek phrase for “hold on” means “to cling tightly, to keep secure.” It’s the picture of someone refusing to let go, even when life gets hard. That’s the difference between hearing and holding. 
Growth takes time, and good soil doesn’t happen by accident. God softens it through repentance, waters it through His Spirit, and keeps it fertile through His Word. 
As you prepare to lead the kids in your care this week, ask the Lord to till the soil of their hearts to make them receptive to His Word. May the seeds you plant through teaching them about Jesus produce a future multiplied harvest.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus taught about God’s kingdom.
· Kids: People will have different responses to God’s kingdom.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus taught about God’s kingdom. People who love Jesus should tell others about Him. 
· Younger Preschool: Jesus taught about God’s kingdom. People who love Jesus tell others about Him. 
· Older Preschool: People who hear and believe God’s Word will grow to be like Jesus and share His good news with others. 
· Kids: Not everyone who hears about Jesus believes in Him. Some people don’t understand the gospel, and some people care more about the things of this world than they do God’s kingdom. But people who believe in Jesus and follow Him will grow to be like Him and will share His good news so others can believe too.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true.
· Older Preschool: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true.
· Kids: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true and has no error.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: The grass and flowers fade, but the word of God is forever. 
Isaiah 40:8
· Younger Preschool: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8
· Older Preschool: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8  
· Kids: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8

** Next week: Jesus Taught about the Kingdom (Matthew 13; Mark 4)


Unit 25, Session 2
[image: ]Jesus Taught about the Kingdom (Matthew 13; Mark 4)

Dear families,
More than 100 years ago, a group of missionaries developed a unique way to illustrate the idea of committing everything to the kingdom of God. These Christians were known as one-way missionaries because they would buy one-way tickets to their mission destinations with no intention to return. 
They were so confident they would never return to their homes that they would pack all their belongings in a coffin that would be used to “bury” them when they died on the mission field. As they traveled to the ends of the earth, they said goodbye to everyone and everything they had ever known, all for the kingdom of God.  
Jesus’ parables about the hidden treasure and the priceless pearl represent an encounter that changes everything. In one, a man stumbles upon treasure buried in a field. In the other, a merchant who has searched his entire life for fine pearls suddenly discovers one so valuable nothing else compares. In both cases, these men sell everything to obtain what they’ve found. 
From a worldly perspective, selling everything to obtain one thing seems reckless and unwise. And yet, the man sells all he owns “in his joy.” This isn’t about grim duty or forced giving—it’s about overwhelming delight. When you truly see the worth of the kingdom, sacrificing everything you have for it doesn’t feel like loss. Rather, it brings great gain. 
Many times, we find ourselves chasing a thousand smaller treasures, such as comfort, reputation, and control. But none of those treasures ultimately satisfy. They demand more and give less. But when we encounter Jesus, the true treasure, everything else finds its proper place. Paul echoes this in Philippians 3:8: “I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” 
This week, lead the kids in your care to value Jesus above all and seek their deepest joy in the one who gave everything for us.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus told stories to teach what God’s kingdom is like.
· Kids: Jesus taught what God’s kingdom is like using parables.



CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: When we trust in Jesus, we are part of His kingdom forever.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus is the King. When we trust in Him, we can be part of His kingdom forever.
· Older Preschool: Jesus is the King who came to bring God’s kingdom. Because Jesus died and rose again, we can be part of His kingdom forever when we trust in Him.
· Kids: Jesus is the King who came to bring God’s kingdom to earth. Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, He made the way for people to be part of God’s kingdom. When we trust in Jesus, we are like the good seed in His field—we belong to Him, we grow in Him, and we will be with Him forever.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true.
· Older Preschool: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true.
· Kids: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true and has no error

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: The grass and flowers fade, but the word of God is forever. 
Isaiah 40:8
· Younger Preschool: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8
· Older Preschool: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8  
· Kids: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8

** Next week: Jesus Calmed a Storm (Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8)



Unit 25, Session 3
[image: ]Jesus Calmed a Storm (Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8)

Dear families,
A friend of mine recalled a childhood memory when he jolted out of bed in the middle of the night, ran into the hallway, and put his head between his knees. A tornado was ripping through his neighborhood.
As the storm passed over his family’s house, it sounded like a train was roaring above them. And yet, when the winds and rain finally died down, my friend realized his brother never made it out of his bedroom. When my friend went to check on him, he was sound asleep. He had slept through the entire storm.
This image of peace amid chaos is similar to Jesus’ disposition in this week’s story of Him calming the storm. The disciples were experienced fishermen, but this storm on the Sea of Galilee was fierce. The waves crashed into their small boat, and the wind howled. They were convinced they were going to drown. Meanwhile, Jesus—the Son of God, their teacher and Lord—was asleep in the boat.
In panic, they shook Him awake and shouted, “Lord, save us! Don’t you care that we’re going to die?” Jesus stood up and said to the wind and the waves, “Silence! Be still!” Instantly, everything stopped. The sea became as smooth as glass.
Then Jesus turned to His disciples and asked, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” Jesus was reminding them it doesn’t matter how strong the storm is outside the boat when Jesus is inside the boat. 
When the storms of life rise—whether it’s a health crisis, financial struggle, broken relationship, or deep anxiety—it’s easy to feel like Jesus is “asleep” in your life. This story, however, reminds us that He is still in control—and He never loses His sovereign grip.
As you teach the kids in your care this week, help them see that the same Savior who calmed the wind and waves that night still speaks peace into the chaos of our lives today
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus calmed a storm to show the disciples He is God.
· Kids: Jesus calmed a storm to show the disciples He is God.




CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus has power over everything. We can trust Him to save us 
from sin.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus is God's Son! He has power over everything. We can trust in Him to save us from our sins.
· Older Preschool: Jesus showed He has power over nature. Jesus is God’s Son. He came to save people from sin. When we trust in Jesus, He forgives our sin and gives us life with God forever.
· Kids: The disciples saw that Jesus has power over nature. He is the Son of God, the promised Savior. One day, Jesus would show His greatest power—not by calming a storm, but by dying on the cross and rising from the dead to save people from sin. Jesus saves everyone who trusts in Him.


BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true.
· Older Preschool: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true.
· Kids: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true and has no error.


KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: The grass and flowers fade, but the word of God is forever. 
Isaiah 40:8
· Younger Preschool: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8
· Older Preschool: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8  
· Kids: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8

** Next week: Jesus Gave Life and Healing (Matthew 9; Mark 5; Luke 8)



Unit 25, Session 4
[image: ]Jesus Gave Life and Healing (Matthew 9; Mark 5; Luke 8)

Dear families,
You’ve likely heard the saying, “Desperate people do desperate things.” Most of the time, that phrase implies someone makes a bad decision because of their desperate situation. In this week’s session, however, we see two people doing desperate things that are, in fact, bold acts of faith.
First, there’s Jairus, a respected synagogue leader. But none of that mattered when his little girl was dying. In that moment, Jairus wasn’t a leader; he was just a dad, desperate for someone to save his child. By going to Jesus, Jairus could have been risking his position and standing in the synagogue and community. But desperate people do desperate things.
As Jesus went with Jairus, a woman appeared from the crowd. This woman had suffered for 12 years from a bleeding condition that left her socially, spiritually, and emotionally isolated. According to Mosaic law, everything she touched became unclean, and anyone who touched her became unclean. She wasn’t allowed to participate in the synagogue or the community. But she had heard about Jesus and had faith that touching even the edge of His clothes could heal her, so she reached out. Desperate people do desperate things.
Two people from opposite ends of society—one well-known, one forgotten; one pleading publicly, the other reaching secretly—yet both came to Jesus in faith. And in both cases, Jesus stopped for them and tenderly met their needs.
Our desperate moments are often the doorway to deeper faith. When we come to Jesus, whether boldly like Jairus or quietly like the woman, He meets us where we are. This week, help the kids in your care to understand they can take their cares to the Savior who loved us enough to provide for our greatest need: forgiveness from sin
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus healed people and raised the dead to life.
· Kids: Jesus healed people and raised the dead to life.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus died and rose again so we can live with God forever.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus is God’s Son. He healed people and gave life to the dead. Jesus died and rose again so we can live with God forever. 
· Older Preschool: Jesus healed people and gave life to the dead. He showed He is God’s Son, the Savior. Jesus died and rose again so we can be forgiven of our sins and have life with God forever.
· Kids: Jesus healed people and raised the dead to life. By doing this, He showed that He is the Messiah, the Son of God. When Jesus died on the cross and rose again, He made the way for people to be healed from something even greater than disease or death. He made the way for us to be forgiven of our sin and have eternal life.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true.
· Older Preschool: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true.
· Kids: Is the Bible true? Yes, the Bible is true and has no error.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: The grass and flowers fade, but the word of God is forever. 
Isaiah 40:8
· Younger Preschool: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8
· Older Preschool: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8  
· Kids: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever. Isaiah 40:8


** Next week: Jesus Fed a Crowd (Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6)



Unit 26, Session 1
[image: ]Jesus Fed a Crowd (Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6)

Dear families,
The feeding of the 5,000 is the only public miracle, other than Jesus’ resurrection, recorded in all four Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. We should pause and ask, “Why this one? What about this miracle made it so unforgettable that no Gospel writer could leave it out?”
We can get a clue toward the importance of the miracle through its framing in the book of Luke. The miracle sits between two key questions: “Who is this?” (Luke 9:9), asked by a bewildered and disturbed King Herod, and “Who do you say that I am?” (Luke 9:20), asked by Jesus of His disciples immediately following the miracle.
Throughout the book of Luke, Jesus declares important truths during meals. From the dinners at Pharisees’ houses to the last supper, meals in the book of Luke often carry significant meaning. And this miracle of feeding the 5,000 is no different. It’s not just a moment of compassion—it’s a moment of revelation and foreshadowing. It’s the answer to the questions posed by Herod and Jesus Himself.
It’s fitting that Luke ends the section with Peter’s declaration: “You are the Christ of God.” That’s where every true encounter with Jesus should lead. The one who takes, blesses, breaks, and gives is not merely a miracle-worker. He is the Messiah—the one who fills us, sustains us, and saves us. And when we recognize Him as such, our only right response is the same as Peter’s worship and confession declaring, “You are the Christ.”
This week, lead the kids in your care to be ready to answer the question, “Who is Jesus,” by recognizing Him as Messiah and Lord
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and 
family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus miraculously fed a crowd of people with five loaves and 
two fish.
· Kids: Jesus miraculously fed thousands of people with five loaves and two fish.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus is God’s Son. He gives us life forever!
· Younger Preschool: Jesus fed many people with little food. Jesus is God’s Son. He gives us life forever!
· Older Preschool: Jesus fed thousands with just a little food to show He is God’s Son. Jesus is the Bread of Life. He gives us everything we need, including forgiveness of sin and life with God forever.
· Kids: Jesus miraculously fed thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. This miracle showed that He is God’s Son. Jesus is the Bread of Life. He meets our greatest need—not just for food, but for forgiveness and eternal life with God.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
· Older Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
· Kids: Why do we need to be born again? Because of sin we are spiritually dead, but Jesus came to give us new life.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus said, “I am the promise of life forever. Believe in me, and you will live.” John 11:25
· Younger Preschool: Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live. John 11:25 
· Older Preschool: Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” John 11:25
· Kids: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” John 11:25

** Next week: Jesus Walked on Water (Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6)



Unit 26, Session 2
[image: ]Jesus Walked on Water (Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6)

Dear families,
The Texas Giant is a roller coaster that slowly sends riders up 153 feet before dropping them back down at high speeds. At the top of that incline, a sign states, “Wait! Let’s discuss this!” A similar thought might have been on the minds of the other disciples when Peter asked to join Jesus walking on the water!
When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water, they were terrified. But as soon as Jesus spoke to them in the boat and identified Himself, Peter saw an opportunity. He asked for Jesus to command him to come, stepped out of the boat, and started walking toward Jesus.
Peter wanted to be where Jesus was even if it meant leaving his comfort zone. Peter left the security of the boat and took a risk. God calls us to do the same. He calls us to step into the challenges He sets before us, even when the task seems difficult or even impossible.
This story also shows us that when we step out in faith, challenges are to be expected. The wind was fierce, and the waves were intimidating. And when Peter shifted his focus to the situation around him, he began to sink. The writer of Hebrews tells us to keep our eyes on Jesus as we run the race of life (Hebrews 12:1-2).
Even in Peter’s failing, he discovered the goodness of God. When Peter cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out His hand and lifted him up. God’s grace meets us in the middle of our weaknesses. Even when our faith falters, He is faithful, ready to rescue and restore.
Peter shows us that following Christ with boldness will draw us closer to Him. We will experience a deeper relationship with our Savior as we take risks for Him. Each act of obedience, every step taken in faith, brings us closer to Him and gives us courage to face the next challenge.
This week, help the kids in your care look past the distractions and storms of life as they fix their eyes on Jesus as the Savior they need.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus showed He is God by walking on water. 
· Kids: Jesus showed He is God by walking on water.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus loves us. When we trust Jesus, we do not have to be afraid.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus showed He is God by walking on water. He loves us and is always with us. When we trust Jesus, we don’t have to be afraid. 
· Older Preschool: Jesus showed He is God by walking on water. He is powerful and loves us. When we trust Jesus, we don’t have to be afraid when hard times come.
· Kids: Jesus showed He is God by walking on water. He has power over everything—wind, waves, and even fear. Jesus is the Son of God who cares for us and is always with us. When we trust Jesus, we don’t need to be afraid.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
· Older Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
· Kids: Why do we need to be born again? Because of sin we are spiritually dead, but Jesus came to give us new life.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus said, “I am the promise of life forever. Believe in me, and you will live.” John 11:25
· Younger Preschool: Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live. John 11:25 
· Older Preschool: Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” John 11:25
· Kids: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” John 11:25

** Next week: Jesus Healed a Child and a Man (Matthew 15; Mark 7)



Unit 26, Session 3
[image: ]Jesus Healed a Child and a Man (Matthew 15 Mark 7)

Dear families,
Jesus often called His disciples to follow Him outside their comfort zones. In both Matthew 15 and Mark 7, Jesus intentionally stepped into Gentile regions, places considered far from the center of God’s covenant people. Yet these “outside” spaces became the grounds where faith sprang up and healing flowed.
When Jesus healed the Canaanite woman’s daughter, He was in the region of Tyre and Sidon—territory no faithful Jew would deliberately travel through. Jesus was purposely moving into spaces that were likely unfamiliar and uncomfortable for His disciples.
But then came an astonishing expression of faith—not from a disciple or a religious leader—but from a desperate Gentile woman. Her theology was simple but profound as she pleaded, “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table” (Matthew 15:27). She understood something essential about Jesus: He is the Savior whose grace overflows into places everyone else has written off.
Mark’s account of the deaf and mute man who had difficulty speaking shows something similar. Jesus traveled through the Decapolis—another Gentile region—and again performed a healing. He pulled the man away from the crowd, put His fingers in the man’s ears, touched his tongue, and said ephphatha—“Be opened.” This healing was deeply personal as Jesus literally touched the areas that needed healing. Once again, Jesus was not ministering in spaces that were considered safe or familiar to Jews. Jesus was stepping across human boundaries to open what had long been closed.
Jesus is the Savior who moves toward people when they feel furthest from His presence. He is not threatened by people’s confusion or weaknesses. And He is not hesitant to enter the messy or overlooked corners of one’s life.
This week, help kids see that Jesus longs to meet them where they are and provide for their greatest need, the forgiveness of sin, to bring them into a right relationship with Him.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: People were amazed at Jesus’ miracles.
· Kids: People were amazed at Jesus’ miracles and praised God.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus healed people to show He is God’s Son.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus healed people to show He is God’s Son. He loves us and came so we can be with God forever if we believe in Him.
· Older Preschool: Jesus has power over sickness and healed many people to show He is God’s Son. Jesus also has power over sin and came to bring forgiveness, life, and hope to everyone who believes in Him.
· Kids: Jesus has power of sickness and healed many people to show He is God’s Son. Jesus also has power over sin and came to bring forgiveness, life, and hope to everyone who believes in Him.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
· Older Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
· Kids: Why do we need to be born again? Because of sin we are spiritually dead, but Jesus came to give us new life.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus said, “I am the promise of life forever. Believe in me, and you will live.” John 11:25
· Younger Preschool: Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live. John 11:25 
· Older Preschool: Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” John 11:25
· Kids: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” John 11:25

** Next week: Jesus Raised Lazarus (John 11)



Unit 26, Session 4
[image: ]Jesus Raised Lazarus (John 11)

Dear families,
The basic premise of our existence is that we were created to be in a right relationship with God and to glorify His name. Even our most difficult circumstances and life events can be conduits for glorifying God. And yet, in the story of Lazarus’ resurrection, we see the tension that often comes in the life of people who trust Jesus but are also struggling with their present circumstances.
John 11 begins with Jesus hearing that Lazarus is dying. Yet, Jesus stays where He is two more days (John 11:6). The text uses the verb menō—“to remain, to stay, to abide.” It is not the stillness of indifference but the stillness of intention. Jesus is not delayed; He is deliberate. This is the same Greek word that Jesus would use in John 15 to describe what should mark our relationship with Him: “Remain in me” (John 15:5). In both places, the Bible is describing deliberate action.
Some of the deepest struggles in our spiritual lives form around the question, “What do I do when Jesus doesn’t move at the speed of my pain?” Mary and Martha cried out for help. They knew Jesus loved them. They also had witnessed Him heal numerous people, and they knew that if He would get there in time, everything would be okay. But the clock kept ticking, and Lazarus kept slipping away. What they interpreted as Jesus’ absence was preparation for a greater revelation.
Jesus eventually told His disciples exactly why He waited. He said: “It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (John 11:4). Jesus knew that a greater story was being written, a resurrection story.
When Jesus finally arrived, Martha ran to Him saying, “Lord, if You had been here…” This statement is similar to the words the disciples would later share on the road to Emmaus when they reflected on Jesus’ crucifixion and said, “We had hoped… “. In both instances, Jesus knew that God would be glorified in a mighty way through resurrection.
This week, point kids to the highs and lows in this story. Remind them that our compassionate God identifies with our pain and went to great lengths to one day make all things right again through His life, death, and resurrection.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus showed He is the Messiah who gives eternal life.
· Kids: By raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus showed He is the Messiah who gives eternal life.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus has power over death. Jesus died and rose again so we can live forever with God.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus raised Lazarus to show He is God’s Son. Jesus died and rose again so we can live forever with God.
· Older Preschool: By raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus showed He is the Son of God, who gives eternal life. Jesus died and rose again to take away our sins. When we trust in Him, we will live with God forever.
· Kids: By raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus showed He is the Messiah, the Son of God, who gives eternal life. Jesus died and rose again to take away our sins. When we trust in Him, we receive new life and will live with God forever.


BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
· Older Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
· Kids: Why do we need to be born again? Because of sin we are spiritually dead, but Jesus came to give us new life.


KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus said, “I am the promise of life forever. Believe in me, and you will live.” John 11:25
· Younger Preschool: Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live. John 11:25 
· Older Preschool: Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” John 11:25
· Kids: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” John 11:25

** Next week: Jesus Healed a Blind Man (John 9)



Unit 27, Session 1
[image: ]Jesus Healed a Blind Man (John 9)

Dear families,
The Christian phrase to “give one’s testimony” means that a believer shares how God led them to respond to the gospel in faith and repentance. The challenge for many believers, however, is that their testimony seems to lack the dramatic twists and turns that other evangelists may share. Thus, some Christians shy away from sharing their testimony because they deem it boring and ineffective.
Nothing, however, could be further from the truth. Every salvation—from a person raised in a Christian home and coming to know Jesus at a young age, to the person who accepts Jesus on their death bed after a life spent running from Him—is the story of the Savior dramatically reversing the very nature of one’s life.
Through this lens, one of the greatest tools we have in declaring the goodness of our God is our own testimony. Every testimony is a powerful example of God’s grace and mercy. 
This week’s story shows the power of a testimony. Jesus heals a man who had been born blind. Because he was born blind, most of his community was convinced that his blindness was a result of sins committed by his parents or sins committed by himself. Jesus argued against that claim and explained that his blindness was an opportunity to see God glorified. 
Not everyone in the community was excited for or convinced by the healing. The Pharisees in particular were suspicious of Jesus and looked for ways to trap Him. They began to ask hard questions of both the man and his parents. And amid that questioning, the healed man gave one of the best answers one can give when people question a believer’s faith: “I once was blind, but now I see.”
Isn’t that the story of all believers—we once were blind, but now we see? We once were lost, but now we are found. We once were far from God, but now we have been brought close. We once were God’s enemies, but now we are God’s family. We once were condemned, but now we are forgiven. We once were dead in our sins, but now we are alive in Christ.
This week, point kids to the transformative power of Jesus who enlightens hearts and calls the spiritually dead to life.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus healed a blind man.
· Kids: Jesus healed a blind man to glorify God.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: When we trust Jesus, He forgives our sin and helps us know and love Him.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus gives us sight to know God. When we trust Jesus, He forgives our sin and opens our hearts to know and love Him. 
· Older Preschool: Jesus healed the man who was blind. This healing points to a deeper gift: Jesus helps us see and know God. When we trust Jesus, He forgives our sin and opens our hearts to follow Him.
· Kids: Jesus came to bring light into the darkness. He healed the blind man to show God’s power and to point to a greater truth: Jesus came to give spiritual sight. When we trust in Him, He forgives our sin and helps us see and know God.


BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins are forgiven.
· Older Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins 
are forgiven.
· Kids: What is justification? Justification is when God declares that we are forgiven of sin and are made righteous.


KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: God made Jesus to be sin for us. 2 Corinthians 5:21
· Younger Preschool: God made the one who did not sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Older Preschool: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Kids: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21

** Next week: Jesus and Zacchaeus (Luke 19)



Unit 27, Session 2
[image: ]Jesus and Zacchaeus (Luke 19)

Dear families,
“Zacchaeus was a wee little man…”
This line from a popular children’s song is lighthearted and catchy, but it can make Zacchaeus seem more innocent than he likely was. Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector. In Jewish culture, a tax collector was the kind of person families warned their children about. People thought of tax collectors as thieves and extortionists—people who had betrayed the Jews to work with the Romans.
And yet, chief tax collector as he was, Zacchaeus became a conduit of one of Jesus’ most beautiful moments of mercy and grace.
Luke writes that Zacchaeus “was trying to see who Jesus was.” Something inside Zacchaeus was stirring, and he wanted answers. But the crowd blocked Zacchaeus’ view, so he did something about it: he climbed a sycamore tree. He put himself in a place to see Jesus more clearly.
Our spiritual lives often require similar action. We must learn to constantly position ourselves to see Jesus more clearly by leaning into Scripture and spending time alone with God. We make time for prayer and for fellowship with other believers who encourage and challenge us. We guard our hearts as we choose what content to consume. These disciplines don’t make Jesus love us more; they simply help us be in a better position to see and obey Him.
True obedience involves trusting Jesus and doing what He says. We don’t negotiate the terms. We move when He speaks. Our obedience becomes a blank check, already signed, ready for Him to fill in however He desires. That kind of surrender is where transformation begins.
This week, similar to how Zacchaeus climbed the tree, help put your kids in the best position to see Jesus so that He might lead them to repentance and transform their hearts.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus invited Zacchaeus to follow Him.
· Kids: Jesus invited Zacchaeus to follow Him and be saved.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: We all sin, but Jesus came to forgive us when we believe in Him.
· Younger Preschool: We all sin, but Jesus came to save us. Jesus died and rose again so we can be forgiven and live with God forever if we believe in Him.
· Older Preschool: We are all sinners and need to be saved from our sins. Jesus came to save sinners. He died on the cross and rose again so we can be forgiven when we turn from our sin and trust in Him.
· Kids: We are all sinners, but Jesus came to seek and save us too. He died on the cross and rose again so we can be forgiven and have eternal life when we turn from our sin and trust in Him.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins are forgiven.
· Older Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins 
are forgiven.
· Kids: What is justification? Justification is when God declares that we are forgiven of sin and are made righteous.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: God made Jesus to be sin for us. 2 Corinthians 5:21
· Younger Preschool: God made the one who did not sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Older Preschool: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Kids: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21

** Next week: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)
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[image: ]Jesus' Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)

Dear families,
Cultures throughout the world celebrate through the act of parading. Parades see streets lined with people, families and strangers huddled together, united in celebration and anticipation.
Perhaps that’s why the triumphal entry resonates so much with us. Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem was the closest thing to a parade moment in His earthly ministry. It was filled with prophecy, purpose, and a declaration of kingship.
Before this momentous event, Jesus sent two disciples ahead with strangely specific instructions—go find the colt no one had ever ridden, untie it, and if anyone asks, say, “The Lord needs it.” This is an important moment in the narrative because Jesus was not entering Jerusalem as a passive figure swept into events beyond His control; He was orchestrating every detail in His intention to signify that He is the Messiah.
Zechariah had prophesied: “Look, your King is coming to you … humble and riding on a donkey” (Zech. 9:9). Through His choice of steed, Jesus was declaring Himself that King. The people laid their cloaks down along with palm branches and cried out “Hosanna!”—a Hebrew plea meaning “Save us now!” They were quoting Psalm 118, a psalm of salvation and victory.
And while the people were right to pray for salvation, their thoughts on how Jesus would save were misplaced and way too small. They wanted liberation from Rome. Jesus came to free people from sin. They wanted Him to claim power through a throne. Jesus came to claim power through a cross. They longed for a temporary victory. Jesus was securing eternal peace.
This week, help kids see Jesus as the sovereign King who lived, died, and rose again to answer the plea of “Hosanna, save us now!”
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: People praised Jesus as their King. 
· Kids: People joyfully praised Jesus as their King.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus is the promised King who came to save us and help us be close to God.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus is God's promised King. He came to save us and help us be close to God. Jesus died and came back to life so that when we trust in Jesus, we can live with Him forever. 
· Older Preschool: The crowd welcomed Jesus as King. Jesus gave His life on the cross and rose again so we could be forgiven and live with God. One day, Jesus will come back as King, and everyone who trusts Him will be with Him forever.
· Kids: Jesus is the Messiah God promised. Days after Jesus entered Jerusalem, He died on the cross and rose again to rescue people from sin. One day, Jesus will come back as King over everything, and everyone who trusts in Him will be with Him forever.


BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins are forgiven.
· Older Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins 
are forgiven.
· Kids: What is justification? Justification is when God declares that we are forgiven of sin and are made righteous.


KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: God made Jesus to be sin for us. 2 Corinthians 5:21
· Younger Preschool: God made the one who did not sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Older Preschool: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Kids: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21

** Next week: Jesus Taught about the End of the Age (Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21)
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[image: ]Jesus Taught about the End of the Age (Matthew 24; Mark 13; 
Luke 21)

Dear families,
Our world—filled with same-day delivery and streaming on demand—has discipled us into being impatient people. We get annoyed when our computer slows down and frustrated when a drive-thru takes longer than expected. We immediately reach for our phones whenever a moment of stillness appears. 
Most of our waiting is superficial—just seconds long—and filled with distractions we use to avoid the discomfort of longing. In a culture that dislikes slowness, spiritual waiting seems almost foreign.
Jesus, however, spoke to His disciples about the importance of waiting—waiting for His return, waiting through trouble, waiting through a world that feels increasingly unsteady. His disciples admired the temple because they thought it would stand the test of time. But Jesus knew the temple would one day fall and be in ruins. While telling the disciples what would happen, Jesus gave us a guide to waiting well: remembering what will last.
The disciples were stunned to hear the temple would one day fall, but Jesus wasn’t trying to terrify them. He was trying to loosen their grip on things that don’t last. The world, Jesus says, will be full of wars, earthquakes, famines, betrayals, false teachers, and fear. Jesus’ goal was not to send the disciples into a panic. He wanted to prepare them to be alert amid the chaos that will ensue before He returns.
Waiting well also means trusting God in the unknown. Jesus tells us that no one except the Father knows the hour or the day when Christ will return. Because only the Father knows, we wait as an act of surrender to His control. We don’t wait with anxiety; we wait with expectation.
Today’s kids are prone to be anxious and to look to things of this world for immediate, but fleeting, reassurance. In contrast, help kids anchor their hope this week to the unchanging Jesus who was and is and is to come. The world may shake, but the kingdom of God will not.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus taught that His followers will live with Him forever.
· Kids: Jesus taught that His followers will live with Him forever.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus loves us. When we trust Jesus, He helps us and is with 
us forever.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus loves us and is always with us. One day, He will come back to take His followers to live with Him forever. When we trust Jesus, He helps us and keeps us safe.
· Older Preschool: The world has problems because of sin, but Jesus died and rose again to save us. When we trust Jesus, He is always with us, and one day He will bring us to live with Him forever.
· Kids: Because of sin, the world is broken and full of trouble. But Jesus died and rose again to save us from sin and give us hope. When we trust Jesus, He promises to be with us always and to one day bring us into God’s perfect kingdom.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins are forgiven.
· Older Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins 
are forgiven.
· Kids: What is justification? Justification is when God declares that we are forgiven of sin and are made righteous.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: God made Jesus to be sin for us. 2 Corinthians 5:21
· Younger Preschool: God made the one who did not sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Older Preschool: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Kids: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21

** Next week: Jesus' Last Supper (Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; John 13)



Unit 27, Session 5
[image: ]Jesus’ Last Supper (Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; John 13)

Dear families,
It’s common for big events to be accompanied by meals of celebration and remembrance. From Thanksgiving and Christmas feasts to Fourth of July cookouts, community meals can serve as memory-forming moments.
In Scripture, the Passover meal served a similar purpose. It was the annual retelling of Israel’s defining story: the night God passed over His people, delivered them from slavery, and continued to form them into His covenant nation. God designed Passover to be a remembrance that didn’t merely recall the past but drew its power forward into the present. Every lamb slain, every bitter herb tasted, every retold story was a declaration: We are the people God rescued.
For generations, Israelites passed down the purpose and practices of Passover. Jesus and His disciples would have eaten this meal in a particular way their entire lives. But during Holy Week, Jesus sat down at a Passover table to eat with the disciples and gave the meal an even deeper meaning.
When Jesus took the bread and said, “This is My body,” and about the cup, “This is My blood,” Jesus revealed that all along, the Passover lamb had been pointing to Him. Paul would later say, “Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed” (1 Corinthians 5:7).
Jesus had come to deliver His people, but this deliverance was not from Pharaoh but from sin—not from external oppression but internal bondage. The language Jesus used, “poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins,” echoes the new covenant promises of Jeremiah 31, when God promised a new heart, a new relationship, and a new covenant written not on tablets of stone but on human hearts. 
This week, help kids see how the church celebrates the Lord’s Supper to remember that Jesus came to be the Passover Lamb we all need.
Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family activities. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

STORY POINT
This is the main point to emphasize from today’s Bible story.

· Preschool: Jesus told His disciples to remember Him.
· Kids: Jesus commanded His disciples to remember His sacrifice.


CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

· Babies & Toddlers: Jesus died and came back to life to take away our sin.
· Younger Preschool: Jesus loves us so much! He died to take away our sin and came back to life. When we trust Jesus, He is always with us and loves us forever.
· Older Preschool: Jesus died and rose again to take away our sins. When we trust Him, He is always with us and loves us forever.
· Kids: Jesus shared the Last Supper to help His followers remember that He was going to die for their sins and rise again to give them new life. Jesus took the punishment we deserve so we can be forgiven and live forever with God. When we trust Jesus, we can remember His great love every time we celebrate the Lord's Supper.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Younger Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins are forgiven.
· Older Preschool: What is justification? Justification is when God says that our sins 
are forgiven.
· Kids: What is justification? Justification is when God declares that we are forgiven of sin and are made righteous.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit. 

· Babies & Toddlers: God made Jesus to be sin for us. 2 Corinthians 5:21
· Younger Preschool: God made the one who did not sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Older Preschool: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21
· Kids: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21

** Next week: Jesus' Arrest and Trial (Matthew 26–27; Mark 14–15; Luke 22–23; John 18)
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