
This midweek study will explore the doctrine of God’s grace, showing how we are not only the undeserved 
recipients of His grace, but also has His grace toward us is what motivates us to extend grace toward others. 

Essential Doctrine: God is Gracious

God’s nature is to delight in giving unmerited favor to those who are undeserving (Eph. 2:8-9). His grace toward sinners is 
found most clearly in the salvation He has provided through Christ. Because of sin, humanity is undeserving of salvation: 
All of us have turned our backs on God, and as a result, we deserve death (Rom. 6:23). However, instead of leaving people 
in their sins, God has demonstrated His graciousness by providing atonement and forgiveness for our sins through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21).

Scripture: Isaiah 64:3-4; Luke 7:47; Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 8:1

Christ Connection: God’s greatest act of love is not in the giving of a life of health, wealth, or prosperity, 
but in the giving of reconciliation with Himself through the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus. Jesus is God’s greatest 
gift and act of graciousness, and is now the measure by which we seek to show grace and mercy to others. 

1 God’s grace is a gift. 
(Isa. 64:3-4)

Isaiah 64:3-4 shows us how incredibly gracious God is. 
Grace is, by definition, unexpected—if we don’t deserve 
something, we don’t expect it to happen. Yet God comes 
down to us in order to save us, love us, and have fellowship 
with us so we can be satisfied in Him.

2 God’s grace is a gift to sinners.   
(Rom. 5:8)

God’s grace isn’t just a gift, it is a gift to undeserving, sinful 
humanity. We would not expect our enemies to freely 
grant us pardon or give us gifts. Yet, God extends grace 
to people who deserve wrath, while being completely 
undeserving of His grace. As a gift, grace is not something 
we could earn. Only God could give such an extravagant 
gift to such an undeserving people.

3 We ought to emulate God’s graciousness. 
(Luke 7:4; 2 Cor. 8:1)

Luke 7:37-39 recounted the story of the sinful woman 
washing Jesus’ feet. Notice the way grace affected this 
woman: Because she was forgiven much, she also loved 
much. A similar pattern occurred in 2 Corinthians 8. The 
Macedonians felt the depth of God’s grace to them and 
responded with extreme generosity in spite of their own 
poverty. We who have received His gift of grace should 
also show grace to others. We should give them the benefit 
of the doubt and love people the most when they deserve it 
the least.

Opening Activity

Place students into groups of three or four. Tell them they 
have been assigned to assist with The Visual Dictionary. 
This dictionary is a hypothetical attempt by YouTube to 
make a “dictionary” of videos defining words in English. 
Their job is to prepare a short skit to be videoed for 
defining the word grace. Make sure to note we’re talking 
about mercy-grace, not opposite-of-clumsy-grace.

Allow time for them to prepare their skits and act 
them out. Then, ask each group to explain exactly how 
their portrayal demonstrated grace. Wherever possible, 
point out how the grace in their skits was a gift to the 
undeserving and if anyone who received grace in the skits 
later showed grace themselves, or would be likely to do so.
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1 God’s grace is a gift. 
(Isa. 64:3-4)

• Have you ever had a summer job? If so, when you 
received your paycheck at the end of the week, was 
that grace? Why or why not? 

• Imagine your boss from a summer job called you at 
Christmas and said he was sending you a Christmas 
bonus. Would that bonus be grace? Why or why not?

Read Isaiah 64:3-4.
• Were the people speaking this text surprised or not? 

Why do you think they reacted this way?
• Why do you think they did not expect God to come 

down and do “awesome works” (v. 3)?
• Why do you think God came down to save them?
• How does this text show us grace is a gift we don’t 

deserve?

2 God’s grace is a gift to sinners.   
(Rom. 5:8)

• What was the most surprising kind thing  someone 
has done for you? What made it surprising? 

• Who are some people you would never expect to do 
something kind to you? Why wouldn’t you expect 
them to be kind to you? What would you think if they 
were kind to you?

Read Romans 5:8.
• While the word grace doesn’t occur in this verse, 

the concept is here. How does this verse show us 
tremendous grace?

• How is the grace in this verse even more powerful 
(perhaps) than the grace shown in Isaiah 64?

• How did you react to God’s grace knowing you 
deserve wrath instead of kindness?

3 We ought to emulate God’s graciousness. 
(Luke 7:4; 2 Cor. 8:1)

• Under what conditions are you more likely to be kind 
to people? When are you more likely to be hateful to 
people? Explain.

• Imagine you just won the lottery. Do you think you 
would be more or less kind to those around you? 

• Imagine your teacher just dropped your lowest grade. 
Would you be more or less likely to be kind to others 
the rest of the day?

Read Luke 7:47.
• According to this text, why was this woman so 

gracious? (Incidentally, you may need to clarify that 
this woman was not forgiven because of her kindness 
toward to Jesus. Her kindness showed she knew she 
was forgiven).

Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-4.
• According to this text, what did the Macedonian 

churches do that was so good? Why did they do 
it? According to verse 1, what was this called? (The 
grace of God.)

• What parallel do you see between the woman in Luke 
7 and the Macedonians in 2 Corinthians 8?

• So how should people who have received grace act 
toward others?

• How does showing grace toward others display God’s 
beauty to them?

WRAP IT UP

• How can we treasure grace this week? What are 
some specific examples of people you can show 
grace to this week, knowing you have been forgiven 
much? What are some specific examples of actions 
you can take toward these people?


