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5 When the Lord saw that human wickedness was 
widespread on the earth and that every inclination 
of the human mind was nothing but evil all the 
time, 6 the Lord regretted that he had made man 
on the earth, and he was deeply grieved. 7 Then 
the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I 
created, off the face of the earth, together with 
the animals, creatures that crawl, and birds of 
the sky—for I regret that I made them.” 8 Noah, 
however, found favor with the Lord. 9 These are 
the family records of Noah. Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless among his contemporaries; Noah 
walked with God. … 17 “Understand that I am 
bringing a flood—floodwaters on the earth to 
destroy every creature under heaven with the 

breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 
18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and 
you will enter the ark with your sons, your wife, 
and your sons’ wives. 19 You are also to bring 
into the ark two of all the living creatures, male 
and female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two 
of everything—from the birds according to their 
kinds, from the livestock according to their kinds, 
and from the animals that crawl on the ground 
according to their kinds—will come to you so that 
you can keep them alive. 21 Take with you every 
kind of food that is eaten; gather it as food for 
you and for them.” 22 And Noah did this. He 
did everything that God had commanded him. 
…1 God blessed Noah and his sons and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.

Scripture

Genesis  
6:5-9,17-22; 9:1,12-15
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Option 1

What is the one thing people eventually try if they experience persistent tech problems, 
whether with a computer, smartphone, a gaming system, or some other type of technology? 
Answer: Reboot it. And if that doesn’t work, what do they do? Answer: They reboot it again. 

You may not have realized it before, but there’s a “reboot” in the Bible. God doesn’t call it that, 
of course, but that’s what happened with Noah and the ark. Things in the world had become 
so rotten that God decided to reboot creation.

Now, I know Noah’s story brings up a lot of questions. There are the philosophical questions: 
How could a good God do something like this? There are the historical questions: Did the 
flood affect the entire world or just the entire known world at the time? Have archaeologists 
found the ark? Then, there are always the practical questions: Could that many animals really 
fit on one boat? How, exactly, did Noah get all the animals there?  

Questions like these certainly are worth asking, but the author of Genesis didn’t answer them for 
a reason. What he wants us to see, first and foremost, is God’s agenda in this worldwide reboot. 
Once we see this story from God’s perspective, we can wrestle with our questions in a new way.

•	What are some areas of life you wish could be “rebooted”? 
 

Option 2
So far in our study of Genesis, we’ve seen how God created the heavens and the earth and moved 
on to His most precious creation: human beings, made in His image. Adam and Eve sinned by 
choosing not to believe and trust the goodness of God’s Word. Sin became an epidemic, not 
something that could be quarantined in the hearts of our first parents. This sin sickness spread 
to their children, and as it spread, it began to show up in increasingly wicked ways. 

Invite students to identify physical features or personality traits they’ve inherited or have 
adapted from their parents. (As a word of caution, please be sensitive to asking this question 
due to the various family contexts that may be represented in your group.) Remind students 
that all people inherited the problem of sin from Adam. But we have hope. Even though sin 
entered the world through one man, salvation also entered through one man: Jesus Christ. 

•	Do you believe the work of Christ can overcome the sin in your life? Why 
or why not?

Intro Options

Main Point:
God judges sin and 

provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.
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After humanity’s fall into sin and sin spread through the first family, the storyline continues to unfold by 
introducing us to one of the most well-known characters in the Bible: Noah. Between Genesis 3 and 6, sin 
spread wide and sin spread deep. What would God do in response? What could He do in response?

Read Genesis 6:5-7.

The text says God “was deeply grieved” over this entire situation. The Hebrew word used here means 
wounded, pained, or heartbroken. In Isaiah 54:6, the prophet used the same word to describe the feeling 
a wife would have if her husband abandoned her. Honestly, it’s a strange word to use when talking about 
God, because it makes Him sound incredibly vulnerable. God was not just angry over sin, but grieved and 
heartbroken by it. Sin is never primarily about breaking rules, but about wounding a relationship. When 
we sin, we betray our loving God and break His heart.

•	The Bible tells us that God grieved before His judgment took place. What does this 
tell us about His character and how He views sin in our lives?

Our instinctive response to this is to wonder if God has gone a bit too far. It doesn’t seem befitting of a loving 
God to purge the earth like this. But consider what you might do if someone you love was being ravaged 
by cancer. You would take radical measures (like chemotherapy) to cleanse them from the cancer—not in 
spite of your love for them, but because of that love. That’s precisely what God does with His creation. He 
loves it too much to let the cancer of our sin spread another inch.

•	How would your attitude toward sin change if you saw it less as breaking God’s 
rules and more as breaking God’s heart?

•	What are some things that might grieve God today? In what ways does He still 
show patience to His people?

Read Genesis 6:8-9,17-22.

One of the reasons we have a difficult time understanding the Old Testament is that we tend to think God 
operated differently back then. We think that New Testament people were saved by grace, but Old Testament 
people were saved by doing good works. And there’s the problem; there has only ever been one path to 
righteousness—the absolute surrender of faith.

TEACHING PLAN
His Story 
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COMMENTARY

99 Essential Doctrines (p. 34, DDG)

God is Gracious
God’s nature is to delight in giving unmerited favor to those who are undeserving (Eph. 2:8-9). 
His grace toward sinners is found most clearly in the salvation He has provided through 
Christ. Because of sin, humanity is undeserving of salvation—all of us have turned our 
backs on God, and as a result, we deserve death (Rom. 6:23). However, instead of leaving 
people in their sins, God has demonstrated His graciousness by providing atonement and 
forgiveness for our sins through the death and resurrection of Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21).

Genesis 6

6:5-7. Modern readers often object to stories of God’s judgment. They read about the violence and 
destruction, and whether they can articulate it well or not, they simply know: This bothers me. What is 
striking at the beginning of Noah’s story is that what bothers us bothers God much more. 

Sin, like a disease, had consumed humanity. Sexual perversion was widely accepted (Gen. 6:1–4). Violence 
was everywhere, as the strong used their position to oppress the weak (Gen. 6:12). So God determined to 
stop the corruption, sending a flood literally to cleanse the earth.

Perhaps you are still asking, “Really, though? Was it that severe? I can accept the idea of divine correction, 
but outright judgment and wrath? Why can’t God just forgive and let it go?” 

At the heart of questions like these, which often come from a sincere heart, lie two fundamental 
misconceptions. First is the notion that forgiveness means just letting things go. But any of us who have 
forgiven something substantial know this is not true. If you wreck your friend’s car and that friend genuinely 
forgives you for it, the car does not magically get fixed. There is still a cost to make what is wrong right 
again. And that cost has to come from somewhere. Either you pay it or your friend pays it. 

Second is the belief that God would be better off if He were only a God of love. Many of us have a lopsided 
view of God. We want God to be loving and kin and compassionately concerned with our lives, without any 
of this ancient “wrath” business. And yes, He is loving, kind, and near to us. But God is also just. If we ignore 
that aspect of His character, we create an unhealthy picture of God. It’s like a bodybuilder who goes to the 
gym and only does curls. His biceps would be huge, but all of his other muscles (which matter just as much) 
would still be tiny. He wouldn’t really be a bodybuilder, would he? He would be incomplete. If we only 
accept the aspects of God we like, we’re blinding ourselves to the beauty and fullness of who God really is.

6:8,18. Take a look at verses 8 and 18. Only Noah found favor in God’s eyes, right? But then notice how 
the Bible says that God would establish His covenant not only with Noah, but also with those who belong 
to him. Watch the progression: Noah received God’s favor, was declared righteous, and then his family 
benefited from his righteousness. The same truth is reiterated in Genesis 7:1: “Then the Lord said to Noah, 

Main Point:
God judges sin and 

provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.
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Noah is a perfect example of this, though it’s easy to miss if you’re reading too quickly. Genesis 6:9, after all, 
says that “Noah was a righteous man, blameless among his contemporaries.” Does that mean that he had 
no sin in his heart? No. In fact, he ended his days in disgrace and nakedness, part of the same evil human 
race that grieved God’s heart so deeply (Gen. 9:20–23).

Since calling Noah “righteous” doesn’t mean he did all the right things, what does it mean? The verse 
before, tells us: Noah “found favor with the Lord” (Gen. 6:8). The word “favor” here means grace. God 
didn’t save Noah because he was righteous. Noah became righteous because he received God’s offer of 
salvation. Grace came first. Righteousness followed.

•	Why is it important for us to recognize that God’s grace must precede 
our obedience? 

If we think that obedience comes before grace, or that grace is the reward for being obedient, then we 
will have a works-based view of Christianity. The author of Hebrews, in remembering Noah, said, “By 
faith Noah … built an ark to deliver his family. By faith he … became an heir of the righteousness that 
comes by faith” (Heb. 11:7). Only after responding to God’s favor and gift of grace with faith is Noah 
declared “righteous.”

That is always the way people become righteous. God grants righteousness, as a gift, to all who will 
believe and respond in faith. All God asks is that we trust in Him and surrender to Him completely—not 
partial surrender or a half-hearted commitment, but complete surrender to His grace and mercy. And that 
surrender is the work of a lifetime. 

•	What lessons can we learn from Noah’s example of faithfulness?

•	If living faith means a complete surrender to God, what are some ways you 
are surrendering to God in your own life this week? What areas do you need to 
surrender to Him?

Read Genesis 9:1,12-15.

As dramatic as the flood was, God knew that it was only temporary. The sin virus remained within the 
human heart. To fully address the problem of evil, God would have to pursue a different solution.

At the end of this story, God included a clue to indicate this new direction: the rainbow (Gen. 9:13). We 
associate rainbows with tranquil scenes of peace and stillness; but some have suggested that the word used 
for “bow” in this passage is the same word for a war bow. What God said by placing His bow in the sky was 
that He was laying down His war bow in the heavens. In fact, if you look at the direction the bow points, 
you’ll notice that it points upward (toward heaven) rather than downward (toward the earth). God would 
not accomplish His ultimate salvation by shooting the arrows of His wrath into men, but by absorbing 
them into Himself.

His Story 

TEACHING PLAN
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(p. 33, DDG)  Christ Connection
When you see God’s war bow pointed upward, the parallels with Jesus begin 
to come into focus. Like Noah, Jesus would one day come to be the only 
righteous man amidst a sea of wickedness. He would obey God, even though 
no one understood Him. Through His obedience, He would provide an ark of 
salvation to all who would receive it. But unlike Noah, Jesus would succeed all 
the way to the end. His life would not end in a drunkenness, but in saying to 
God, “Not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42).

COMMENTARY

Main Point:
God judges sin and 

provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.

‘Enter the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this 
generation.’” Noah found favor. Noah was the only righteous one, yet Noah’s family was saved.

There are two truths here we must not miss. First, grace precedes righteousness. It’s no accident that the 
text specifies Noah receiving favor from the Lord before being declared righteous. Grace came first. It 
wasn’t that Noah obeyed and that was why he was saved. Instead, Noah received grace, and that’s why he 
obeyed. The second truth is that the covenant God made with Noah benefited the members of his family. 
Noah’s righteousness was the foundation of the preservation of the rest of his family. 

6:8-9. What does a life of faith look like? It is not the initial “yes” that shows you have faith, but the 
follow-through that verifies you have faith. Hebrews 11:7 doesn’t say Noah had faith because he said, “Yes, 
Lord,” but because he endured for a century. The question God asks us about our faith is not, “Did you 
pray a prayer?” or “Did you get baptized?” or “Did you ‘walk the aisle’?” The question is, “Does your life 
today declare that He is Lord?” or “Are you more surrendered today than yesterday?” It’s not what your 
words say that determines if you have faith; it’s what your life says.

9:12. When Noah and his family climbed off the ark, God made a covenant with him and all creation. 
Creation is anxiously waiting to be restored to its ultimate purpose. And the one thing standing in the way 
is our sin (Rom. 8:19–21). Even now, creation echoes the glory God intended. As Psalm 19:1 says, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God.” If you listen, the skies and the seas and the mountains have voices. They 
are singing to us of God’s beauty, power, and creativity, and asking us to join them.

Human sin muffles that voice. That’s why one of our jobs as stewards of God’s creation is to help it speak 
clearly. The world isn’t trash to be discarded one day when we reach paradise (as in Islam). It’s not an 
illusion or a manifestation of evil (as in Hinduism). The world is the loving creation of God, preaching to us 
to accept redemption so that it, too, can be what God created it to be. Even in the most dramatic example 
of judgment in the Old Testament—the flood—we see God reaffirm His plan to bless the earth by filling it 
with people to worship Him.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories 
make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how 
His Story connects with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand 
side of the page for leaders. 

Head

What	do	you	find	most	difficult	about	the	doctrine	of	God’s	judgment?	 

Why is it important to stress both God’s judgment and grace when dealing with sin? What 
would happen if you had one without the other?

Heart

How	would	our	relationships	with	others	look	different	if	we	lived	each	day	remembering	
that God freely decided to show us mercy and love instead of judgment? 

Which vulnerable group in society has God given you a passion to love and serve?

Hands

What are some positive characteristics of Noah that we can imitate as we seek to live on 
mission for God? 

How has this session challenged you to be more faithful in sharing the gospel with others?

Our Mission 
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Head

The idea and practice of justice is extremely important for governments all over the world. We all have 
an intuitive general sense of what justice is and what it looks like. We are also aware enough to know that, 
even though justice is real and necessary, as fallen humans we are sometimes unable or unwilling to exact 
justice or avoid vengeance when we should. Thankfully God will one day repay all wrongs (Rom. 12:19). 

This session helps us to begin to see how and why it is important for God’s grace and love to coexist with 
His judgment and righteous anger. Both of these characteristics are necessary, and together they reveal 
something deep to us about God’s character. Among other things, they reveal that God is neither an 
unforgiving judge nor a morally passive god who simply sweeps sin under the rug. Our understanding of 
how awesome He is will grow when we understand His love and mercy alongside of His anger and judgment. 

Heart

God certainly wasn’t obligated to show grace and mercy. He didn’t have to show favor to Noah and his 
family, and He didn’t have to continue on with His promise to one day make things right again. But He 
did, and if God refuses to give up on people at their worst, should we not also show a similar level of 
compassion to those around us? 

Who in our society today do we not regard as precious in God’s sight? Perhaps we don’t even see them as 
fully human. For some, it may be the unborn. For others, it is the refugee, the elderly, the disabled, those 
of other ethnicities, the poor, the homeless, or the prisoner. These are not demographics; these are people 
with the same kinds of pain, fear, and love that we all experience. As those who claim to follow God, we 
can’t just turn a blind eye to people who are also made in His image and are being crushed.

Hands

Just as Noah spent his life in faith building an ark while the world rejected his message (Heb. 11:7; 2 Pet. 2:5), 
we should spend our lives faithfully telling people about the coming judgment and the good news of 
salvation God has made possible for us through Jesus Christ. Just as Noah’s story ends with a reaffirmation 
of God’s covenant and a commission to follow God in obedience, our salvation is also not an end in itself 
but precedes our own obedience. God has commissioned us to be fruitful and multiply and to take the 
good news of His merciful love to the rest of the world.

Main Point:
God judges sin and 

provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.
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