
Session 
.04

Sin and  
God’s Grace

5 When the Lord saw that human wickedness 
was widespread on the earth and that every 
inclination of the human mind was nothing 
but evil all the time, 6 the Lord regretted that 
he had made man on the earth, and he was 
deeply grieved. 7 Then the Lord said, “I will 
wipe mankind, whom I created, off the face of 
the earth, together with the animals, creatures 
that crawl, and birds of the sky—for I regret 
that I made them.” 8 Noah, however, found 
favor with the Lord. 9 These are the family 
records of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless among his contemporaries; Noah 
walked with God. … 17 “Understand that I 
am bringing a flood—floodwaters on the earth 
to destroy every creature under heaven with 
the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will 

perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant 
with you, and you will enter the ark with your 
sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives. 19 You 
are also to bring into the ark two of all the 
living creatures, male and female, to keep 
them alive with you. 20 Two of everything—
from the birds according to their kinds, from 
the livestock according to their kinds, and 
from the animals that crawl on the ground 
according to their kinds—will come to you so 
that you can keep them alive. 21 Take with 
you every kind of food that is eaten; gather 
it as food for you and for them.” 22 And 
Noah did this. He did everything that God 
had commanded him. …1 God blessed Noah 
and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth.

Scripture

Genesis 
6:5-9,17-22; 9:1,12-15

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  32



Main Point
God judges sin and 

provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.

His Story

Christ Connection
When you see God’s war bow pointed upward, the parallels with 
Jesus begin to come into focus. Like Noah, Jesus would one day 
come to be the only righteous man amidst a sea of wickedness. He 
would obey God, even though no one understood Him. Through 
His obedience, He would provide an ark of salvation to all who 
would receive it. But unlike Noah, Jesus would succeed all the way 
to the end. His life would not end in a drunkenness, but in saying to 
God, “Not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42).

The Bible tells us that God grieved before His judgment took place. What does this 
tell us about His character and how He views sin in our lives?

How would your attitude toward sin change if you saw it less as breaking God’s 
rules and more as breaking God’s heart?
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God is Gracious
God’s nature is to delight in giving 
unmerited favor to those who are 
undeserving (Eph. 2:8-9). His grace 
toward sinners is found most clearly in 
the salvation He has provided through 
Christ. Because of sin, humanity is 
undeserving of salvation—all of us have 
turned our backs on God, and as a result, 
we deserve death (Rom. 6:23). However, 
instead of leaving people in their sins, 
God has demonstrated His graciousness 
by providing atonement and forgiveness 
for our sins through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What are some things that might grieve God today? In what ways does He still 
show patience to His people?

Why is it important for us to recognize 
that God’s grace must precede 
our obedience? 
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In Defense

What if a book exists that hasn’t just endured the test of a hundred 
years but of thousands? There are countless books written by men 
and women, but what if we had a book authored by God Himself? 
The beginning line would state... “In the beginning, God…” The Bible 
opens simply yet dramatically as we’re introduced to the greatest reality 
ever to exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is simply there.

What lessons can we learn from Noah’s example of faithfulness?

If living faith means a complete surrender to God, what are some ways you 
are surrendering to God in your own life this week? What areas do you need to 
surrender to Him?

SESSION FOUR  |  35



Our Mission

Head

What do you find most difficult about the doctrine of God’s judgment? 

Why is it important to stress both God’s judgment and grace when dealing with 
sin? What would happen if you had one without the other?

Heart

How would our relationships with others look different if we lived each day 
remembering that God freely decided to show us mercy and love instead of judgment? 

Which vulnerable group in society has God given you a passion to love 
and serve?

Hands

What are some positive characteristics of Noah that we can imitate as we seek 
to live on mission for God? 

How has this session challenged you to be more faithful in sharing the gospel 
with others?
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Daily 
Devotions

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE SAY?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE MEAN TO IT’S 
ORIGINAL AUDIENCE?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 
ABOUT GOD?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 
ABOUT MAN?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE DEMAND 
OF ME?

HOW DOES THIS PASSAGE 
CHANGE THE WAY I RELATE 
TO PEOPLE?

HOW DOES THIS 
PASSAGE PROMPT ME 
TO PRAY?

We are not even a dozen chapters into the 
story of Scripture and yet God’s judgment of 
sin has reverberated on nearly every page. 
God judged Adam, Eve, the serpent, and 
creation in Eden (Gen. 3) and then Cain for 
murdering his brother (Gen. 4). Then we saw 
God’s judgment echoing in the refrain “then he 
died” throughout the genealogy from Adam to 
Noah (Gen. 5). Now, we see God’s judgment 
about to be poured out to wipe mankind off 
the face of the earth. 

But if we look again we see God’s judgment 
is not absent of love and grace. God was 
gracious to Adam and Eve not to take their 
lives immediately and to cover their shame 
with clothing made from an animal. God 
graciously placed a mark of protection on 
Cain. In the genealogy, we read of one man—
Enoch—who did not die, showing us that there 
is a way to escape sin’s curse. And even here, 
as God prepares to flood the world, we will see 
that He will graciously bring one man and his 
family safely through the waters of judgment. 

Why should we acknowledge both God’s 
judgment on the one hand, and His love 
and grace on the other? 

Day 1

Genesis 6:1-7
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Not only should our hearts be grieved over 
the fact that sin almost led, justifiably, to the 
entire destruction of the human race, but they 
should also be grieved over the fact that the 
God who judges sin also grieves because of 
sin’s presence in our hearts. This was true 
not only back then, but even now. God is 
still grieved at the sight of the rebelliousness 
within us.

When was the last time you felt 
heartbroken over the sin in a friend’s 
life? In your own life?   

How does the truth that God is grieved 
by our sin influence the way you deal 
with personal sin and temptation?

Day 2

Genesis 6:6

Noah was not spared because of anything he 
had done, but because of God’s grace alone. 
As such, Noah’s only proper response to God’s 
grace was to be complete surrender.   

Think of it like this: Imagine you wake up 
in an ambulance and the EMT says to you, 
“You’ve been in a terrible accident. But we’ve 
got you. We’re going to save you. Just let us 
work.” They’re not asking you to get up and 
assist them. They’re asking you to surrender 
to them.

You say, Well, I’m mostly surrendered to 
God. But there is no such thing as “mostly 
surrendered.” What good would it do to 
“mostly surrender” to the EMT? Yeah, I’ll 
just pull out one or two of these cords. It’s no 
biggie. I’m still “mostly surrendered.” In the 
same way, mostly isn’t enough for God—He 
wants our total surrender to Him, our loving 
and all-powerful God.

What area of your life is most difficult to 
surrender fully to God? Why?   

 

Day 3

Genesis 6:8-22
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There are naturally questions that come up 
in our mind as we read this narrative. For 
instance, one of them, found in 7:16, has to do 
with the fact that after Noah, his family, and 
the animals were aboard the ark, God shut 
them in.  

We don’t quite know how God performed 
this divine act closing and sealing the ark’s 
door; however, understanding why, not how, 
is more important. This was God’s way of 
affirming that salvation truly belongs to Him. 
Noah may have built the vessel, but with an 
open door it would not have weathered the 
storm and preserved his live and the lives of 
all the others onboard. Noah was saved not by 
his effort, but by a gracious act of God—as we 
are through Christ.

Where have you seen God’s grace and 
goodness to you in your life lately?   

 

Day 4

Genesis 7:1-24

In God’s appointed time, Noah exited the ark 
and stood on land for the first time in a year. 
And the first thing Noah did was worship God 
by offering burnt offerings of some of every 
kind of clean animal and bird (8:20). 

We might say that despite Noah witnessing 
God’s judgment on humanity and experiencing 
adversity for such a lengthy period of time, 
Noah was able to find grounds to worship God. 
But it may be more accurate to say that Noah 
found reason to worship God through what he 
had experienced, not despite it. Being saved 
through God’s judgment heightened Noah’s 
awareness and gratitude of God’s grace. That 
is why Noah worshiped, and that is why we 
worship too.

What are some current hardships in your 
life now? Why is it important to worship 
God even in difficult times? 

Day 5

Genesis 8:1-22
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