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GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for US
While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the 

gospel, use this guide to help little minds begin to grasp big 
truths about Jesus and the kingdom of God.

GOD IS KING. Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in 
charge over the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin 
makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS. Explain that God is holy and must 
punish sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we 
deserve. Read John 3:16.

JESUS LOVES. Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that 
Jesus gives us the best present. He never did anything wrong, but 
He was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our sin 
because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach the 
Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God to grow 

the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.
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BEFORE THE SESSION

1. Read the Bible story and the activity suggestions.

2. Choose activities that fit your group of babies or toddlers and 
gather the highlighted supplies.

3. Print any printables for the session, including the key passage 
cards, Bible story picture, and allergy alert.

4. Prepare the Big Picture Cards for Families: Babies, Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers to give to parents as they pick up their babies and 
toddlers, so they may reinforce the Bible story, Story Point, or 
Gospel Gems at home.

Babies & 
Toddlers 

at a Glance
TIP

Babies and toddlers will handle Bibles in each 
session. Keep hand-size Bibles in a basket or 

special bag for use each week.
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• Open the Bible and 
say that God’s words 
are true. 

• Say the Gospel Gems 
and Story Point to 
babies. 

• Read the key passage 
card. 

• Pray.

• Open the Bible and say it 
is God’s true words. 

• Tell the Bible story in your 
own words, or use the 
script provided. 

• Read the key passage and 
invite them to say it. 

• Say the Story Point and 
Gospel Gems. 

• Pray.

• Sing a Bible story 
song to a familiar 
tune.

• Choose from any of the four suggested 
toddler activities that best suit your 
toddlers. As toddlers work through the 
activities, say the Story Point or briefly 
review the Bible story. 

• Choose one or two 
of the suggested 
activities that work 
best for your babies. 

• Say the Gospel Gems 
and Story Point as 
you interact with 
babies throughout the 
session. 

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Babies learn best through repetition. Continue to 
engage babies with their favorite activities or songs from the first hour.

BABIES
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

TODDLERS
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Use 
the transition activity and two low-prep 
options to reinforce the Bible story and 
the Story Point for toddlers.



6 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 1 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
In the beginning, there was nothing but God. God made the world using only 
His words. God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light! God called the 
light day and the darkness night. The next day, God spoke and made the sky. The 
day after that, He made the land, the trees, the grass, and the plants. The next 
day, God spoke and made the sun, moon, and stars. After that, God made fish to 
swim in the water and birds to fly in the sky. God made all the animals that live 
on land, from the biggest elephant to the smallest bug. God blessed the animals, 
fish, and birds and told them to fill the earth. God made everything. God saw 
that His creation was good.

Gospel Gems
 *Everything God made was good.
 *God is in charge of everything He made.
 *God made the world because He is good.

God Created the 
World

BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1

KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b

STORY POINT: God made everything.

CHRIST CONNECTION: As God the Son, 
Jesus is Lord over everything.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Genesis 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING. Everything God made was good. God made the 

world because He is good. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good”:

“ God made *the world, God made *the world, 
God made *the world, God made everything.”

*Substitute other things God created in subsequent rounds. 
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING, and God is in charge of everything He made. 

As God the Son, Jesus is Lord over everything.

Paint with nature items
Post an allergy alert. Use spring-hinged clothespins to hold pine sprigs, grass, 
artificial feathers, or flower petals. Provide washable finger paint, foam plates, 
painting smocks, and heavyweight paper for babies to paint with the nature 
items. Supervise babies closely and keep wipes handy for cleanup.
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING. Everything God made was good!

Make shakers
Before class, pour various seeds into several clear, hand-size plastic containers. 
Seal the containers with colorful duct tape. Invite babies to shake the containers 
to hear the sounds the seeds make. 
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING. God is in charge of everything He made. God 

made the world because He is good.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (1-3 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray.

Make tree art
Provide paper for toddlers to crumple into wads. Pour washable finger paint onto 
foam plates. Use a brown marker to draw a tree trunk on paper for each toddler. 
Show how to dip the wad into the paint and dab it onto the paper to make leaves. 
Write the story point on each child’s artwork.
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING. As God the Son, Jesus is Lord over everything.

Play out things God made
Invite toddlers to stand in a circle. Play out different things God made, such as 
trees (raise hands high overhead), animals (crawl and make noises), and so forth. 
Encourage toddlers to be creative.
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING. God is in charge of everything He made. God 

made the world because He is good!

Roll a creation cube
Print and assemble the “Creation Cube” printable. Invite toddlers to roll it. Invite 
toddlers to call out what God made in the picture.
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING. Everything God made was good!

Explore a sensory box
Fill a box with artificial plants and fruits, plastic animal figures, an LED touch 
light, and sealed water bottles. Invite toddlers to explore the box. Consider using 
this box throughout the unit.
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING. Everything God made was good. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b
STORY POINT: God made everything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: As God the Son, Jesus is Lord over everything.

Transition activity: Match cards
Before class, print and cut apart two copies of the “Creation Cards” printable. 
Arrange the cards faceup in a grid. Encourage toddlers to take turns matching the 
cards. Challenge older toddlers by flipping the cards facedown to begin. As toddlers 
play, remind them that God made each of the items shown on the cards. 
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING. God is in charge of everything He made. As God 

the Son, Jesus is Lord over everything.

Practice signing the key passage
Create simple hand motions to teach toddlers the key passage in the translation of 
your choice. Sample hand motions include “All things [sweeping one palm in an arc] 
have been created [striking fists together] through him [pointing to the sky].” Repeat 
several times.
SAY: Our Bible verse tells us that GOD MADE EVERYTHING. God made the world 

because He is good.

Play with play dough
Provide play dough, rolling pins, and cookie cutters for toddlers. Let toddlers tell 
you what they are making. Briefly review the story. 
SAY: GOD MADE EVERYTHING using His words. Everything God made was good!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, or gospel gems throughout the week.


