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26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, according to our likeness. They will 
rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the 
livestock, the whole earth, and the creatures 
that crawl on the earth.” 27 So God created 
man in his own image; he created him in the 
image of God; he created them male and 
female. 28 God blessed them, and God said to 
them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and 
subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of 
the sky, and every creature that crawls on the 
earth.” 29 God also said, “Look, I have given 
you every seed-bearing plant on the surface 
of the entire earth and every tree whose fruit 
contains seed. This will be food for you, 30 
for all the wildlife of the earth, for every bird 
of the sky, and for every creature that crawls 
on the earth—everything having the breath of 
life in it—I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all that 
he had made, and it was very good indeed. 

Evening came and then morning: the sixth 
day. … 16 And the Lord God commanded 
the man, “You are free to eat from any tree of 
the garden, 17 but you must not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for 
on the day you eat from it, you will certainly 
die.” 18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not 
good for the man to be alone. I will make a 
helper corresponding to him.” … 21 So the 
Lord God caused a deep sleep to come over 
the man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs 
and closed the flesh at that place. 22 Then the 
Lord God made the rib he had taken from 
the man into a woman and brought her to the 
man. 23 And the man said: This one, at last, 
is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; this 
one will be called “woman,” for she was taken 
from man. 24 This is why a man leaves his 
father and mother and bonds with his wife, 
and they become one flesh. 25 Both the man 
and his wife were naked, yet felt no shame.

Scripture

Genesis 
1:26-31; 2:16-18, 21-25
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Main Point
God created people 

uniquely in His image.

His Story

Christ Connection
Part of the good news for us is that even though we constantly fail 
to properly reflect God’s image in all that we do, Jesus came to be 
the perfect image of the invisible God. He is the only One who 
rules wisely over the world. He upholds all things by His power, 
and all of creation awaits in eager anticipation for His return. He 
is the only One who perfectly relates to God and others and can 
restore our broken relationships with God and others. He not only 
has a face-to-face relationship with God, but His face is the very 
face of God. And because of Jesus’ good work on our behalf—His 
perfect life, death in our place, and glorious resurrection—we are 
invited into His rest. No longer striving for salvation but resting in 
His finished work.

What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “created in God’s image”?

Place students in groups and assign each group one of the following. God made 
us responsible for caring for His creation. What are some ways we care for: 1) 
oceans, 2) endangered species, or 3) national parks?
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Image of God  
in Humanity

The image of God in humanity is understood 
as mirroring God’s attributes in our nature, 
actions, and relational capacities. In Jesus, 
we see the true image of God. He perfectly 
mirrors God’s attributes, fulfills God’s will, 
and enjoys a perfect relationship with the 
Father. The Bible continues to speak of the 
image of God in humanity even after our fall 
into sin, even though our ability to rightly 
reflect God has been marred.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

What patterns do you see in these verses?

His Story

Only people—not dogs, eagles, or 
whales—were created with the ability to 
have a relationship with God. What does 
this show us about the value God gives 
us? 
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List some ways we can show how important our relationship with God is?

We know all people are created in God’s image. How should that affect the way we 
think about, talk about, and treat people like our best friends, the school bully, or 
the people playing for the opposing team?

We all have difficult relationships. Name two relationships where you need to 
forgive someone or ask forgiveness. Try to do that this week.  
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Our Mission

Head

In what ways do you see the world attempting to redefine what it means to be 
human? 

Why is it important to note that humanity has a special place among creation 
because we were created in God’s image?

Heart

How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence the 
way we feel about others? 

Why should we be grieved when we see image bearers of God living in a way that 
is contrary to the way God intended?

Hands

How will you begin to treat friends, family members, and even strangers 
differently based upon the truth that they are created in God’s image?

What are some ways you can begin to reflect God by being a better steward of 
the world He has given us?
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Daily
Devotions

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE SAY?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE MEAN TO IT’S 
ORIGINAL AUDIENCE?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 
ABOUT GOD?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 
ABOUT MAN?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE DEMAND 
OF ME?

HOW DOES THIS PASSAGE 
CHANGE THE WAY I RELATE 
TO PEOPLE?

HOW DOES THIS 
PASSAGE PROMPT ME 
TO PRAY?

When we read the creation account in 
Genesis 1-2, we tend to focus on what it teaches 
us about God and humanity. And we should. 
Those are critical doctrines to the grand 
narrative of Scripture that follows this account 
as well as to our daily living. However, we 
cannot miss what this passage teaches us about 
creation itself too. 

While God’s creation is certainly majestic 
and it reveals much about the Creator (see 
Ps. 19:1-6; Rom. 1:20), we know that we are 
not to worship creation itself (Rom. 1:21-25). 
But neither should we go to the other extreme 
and treat creation callously.

How should Christians view and treat 
the earth?  

What are some ways that you can better 
care for God’s creation?

Day 1

Genesis 1:26-31
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There is an interesting detail about creation 
in Genesis 2:5. “No shrub of the field had yet 
grown on the land, and no plant of the field 
had yet sprouted, for the LORD God had 
not made it rain on the land, and there was 
no man to work the ground.” Notice the cause 
and effect. Shrubs and plants had not grown 
and sprouted because God had not made 
it rain and there was no man to work the 
ground. Both were necessary as part of God’s 
plan for creation. 

Here in this cause and effect we find God’s 
intended purpose for humans to rule over 
creation. The roles God gave us were not an 
afterthought. He did not create the world then 
create people only then to figure out how we 
would fit within His design. From the very 
beginning, God’s intention was for people to 
work in concert with Him ruling over creation. 

 How can you reflect God in the way you 
work as a student, a family member, an 
athlete, a band member, a friend, etc? 

Day 2

Genesis 2:1-15

The end of Genesis 2 records the first marriage 
ceremony with God the Father giving the 
bride to the waiting groom. 

In verses 24-25, we read something that further 
explains God’s design of marriage. In marriage 
a man leaves his father and mother and bonds 
with his wife to become one flesh. This does 
not mean that a married couple severs all ties 
with their parents, but it does point to the 
primacy of the new relationship. While the 
parents have been the primary relationship 
of human love, support, encouragement, 
and help to this point, that all shifts to each 
spouse. God’s intention is for the marriage 
relationship to be one of deep intimacy and 
unity. Marriage like this is for our good and 
for God’s glory as it pictures the relationship 
between Christ and the church. 

Even though marriage may be a 
distant reality for you, what are some 
things you can begin to pray for your 
future spouse?

Day 3

Genesis 2:16-25
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The majesty of creation is all around us—in 
what we can see and what we cannot see. 
From the thundering power of a waterfall or 
the terrifying brilliance of a lightening strike to 
the intricate design of the smallest of flowers 
or the gentleness of a butterfly’s flight through 
the air, God has given us ample reason to stand 
in awe of His creation and more importantly 
of Him.

What aspects of creation amaze you? 
Humble you?   

As we consider our role in bearing God’s 
image as rulers over creation, may we echo 
David’s conclusion to this psalm: “LORD, our 
Lord, how majestic is your name throughout 
the earth!”

Day 4

Psalms 8:1-8

We cannot read the overarching story of 
Scripture without seeing God’s ongoing desire 
for us to know Him. Every step we take away 
from Him is followed by Him taking multiple 
steps toward us as He relentlessly chases us 
down to restore us back to Him. Prophet after 
prophet was sent to warn the people of their 
sin and call on them to repent. Time and time 
again. No matter how rebellious the people 
were—how blatantly they sinned against God 
through idolatry—God continued to reach out 
to them.  

How does God’s persistence in not 
giving up on us motivate us to share 
Jesus with those who need Him?  

Day 5

Hebrews 1:1-4
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